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( iii ) 



T O T H E 

READER. 



IN the perufal of the following pages thou 
wilt receive a pious man's plain account 
of his beginning in the weighty work of 
religion, and his progrefs in a life devoted 
to promote the caufe of righteoufnefs, and 
the real happinefs of mankind. 

Having experienced the fpiritual baptifm, 
which is effential to falvation, and abiding 
in a ftate of watfhfulnefs and humility, he 
became, uqder the Lord's anointing, a well 
qualified inftrument for the inftrud:ion and 
^edification of others in the way of godlinefsj 
and, by attending to the gift of gofpel mi- 
niftry committed to his truft, and perform- 
ing the duties required of him, he witneffed 
a growth from ftature to ftaturc, and attained 
to be an upright elder and father in the 
church, being an example to the believers in 
word, in (onver/ation, fnjpirit, infaitb, and 
charity. 

. It is not for form fake, or from a mere 
motive of conunendation, that any thing is 
here prcmi&d reipeding the deccafcdi but, 
•& the enjffting narrative w^ll be likely to 
A 2 come 
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ctfme under the obfervation of many to whom 
he was either little known, or wholly a 
ftrangery it feems ncceflary, for the inform- 
ation of fuch enquirers, to make known the 
eftimation in which he was held by his bre- 
thren with whom he was connefted in reli- 
gious fociety; who have given full declara- 
tion of their Chriftian unity and fellowfhip 
with him, and that his life and conduft 
adorned the dotlrine of the gofpel, which he 
was concerned to publifh. 

The monthly and quarterly-meetings of 
which he was a member from their firft efta- 
bliftiment, and who were many years par- 
takers of his pious example and labours, after 
recounting divers of his vifits abroad, which 
wc fully related by himfelf, teftify, that 

^ Although he was of a weakly conftitu- 

* tion, and often infirm, efpecially in the 

* latter part of his life, yet he appeared to 

* be much devoted to the fervice of truth 
^ and the good of mankind, and gave up his 

* time for that purpofe, when he apprehended 
^ it was required of him, being favoured 

* with a fumciency of outward things ; and 

* we believe he flood loofe from the world, 

* and its connciftions, not feeking, ' but re- 
' fraining opportunities he might have had 
^ to get outward riches. He vifited neigh- 
' bouring yearly, quarterly, and other meet-r 

* ings of friends, at times, to his lafl year, 
^ and was truly uieful in the difcipline of 

• th(5 
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the church, having a valuable gift in that 
refpeft ; and was a good example, in a di- 
ligent care to attend all the meetings, both 
for worftiip and difcipline, to which he be- 
longed; cautious of being forward in his 
publick appearances, and, for the moft part, 
exampled us to filence in our meetings at 
home, efpecially in the latter part of his 
time : yet when he did appear in tcftimony, 
we think it may be truly faid, his dod:rine 
dropped as the dew, being lively, and edi- 
fying to the honeft-hearted, though clofe 
and fearching to the carelefs profcflbrs, as 
well as to the profane and hypocritical/ 
* The elders who hav6 ruled well are to 
be accounted honourable ; fo the remem- 
brance of the fatherly, diligent, humble, 
upright, honeft, and felf-denying example 
or this our deceafed friend, as alfo his va- 
rious fervices in our meetings and neigh- 
bourhood, remain frefli, and of a pleafant 
favour to many minds/ 

Abftradt from the teftimony of the month- 
ly-meeting of Nottingham, dated fourth 
month twenty- feventh, 1776, and figned 
by Samuel England, clerk. 

Which is certified to be read and approved 
in the Weftern quarterly-meeting held 
at London-Grove, in Chefter county, 
the nineteenth of the eighth month, 
12^6, by Ifaac Jackfon, clerk. 

In 
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In confirmation of the truth of which 
memorial concerning him, many others of 
his brethren, in various places, can freely 
fubfcribe. 

His deportment was grave and reverent, 
his judgment found and clear, in matters of 
a fpiritual or temporal concern ; and his na- 
tural difpoiition being chearful, he fometimes 
difcovered a turn of pleafantry in converfa- 
tion, which, being careful to circumfcribe 
within due limitations, rendered his com- 
pany innocently agreeable and inftrudive. 

Being deeply feniible of the weight and 
folemnity ot the gofpel miniftry, he man>- 
fcfted great circumfpe^lion and care, that it 
might be preferved pure and unblemiftied 
from miftaken or falfe appearances, in him- 
Iclf or others; and in the exercife of his gift, 
his declarations were plain, familiar, and 
concife, accompanied with a fervent conceni 
that his fellow-believers, and all others, 
might be brought to the fure knowledge of 
an holy living principle given to dircft and 
lead into true devotion of heart, and the 
pradice of felf-denial, confiftent with the 
dodrine and precepts of Chrift Jcfus our 
Lord; for the pre\^alence and enlargement 
of whofe peaceable kingdom he was earneftly 
engaged, as the following narrative alfo makes 
evident, that with a degree of propriety he 
^ght have adopted the language of an emi- 
nent miaiftcr in the e^rly age of the Chriftian 
church, addreffed to th? believers, *^ Know- 
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ing that fliortly I muft put off this my 
'* tabernacle, even as our Lord Jefus Chrift 
** hath fhewn me : moreover, I will endea- 
*' vour that you may be able after my de- 
** ceafe to have thefe things in remembrance; 
** for we have not followed cunningly de- 
** vifed fables, when we made known unto 
** you the power atid coming of our Lord 
** Jefus Chrift/' 2 Pet. i. 14, 15, 16. 

What he hath written, and left us, is now 
recommended to thy perufal and confidera- 
tion ; in which, if thou art ferioufly atten- 
tive, and not fuperficial, thou mayeft, un- 
der the Divine bleffing, receive profitable in- 
ftrudtion in righteoufnefs, which is the in- 
teat of the publication. 

Philadelphia, 9th month, 1779. 



A N 



A N 

ACCOUNT 

O F T H E 

LIFE AND TRAVELS 

O F 

JOHN CHURCHMAN. 



CHAP. L 

His early fenfe of the imfrejjions of divine love, 
and fpiritual confliSts in bis youth — Death 
of his father — His marriage — The fettle^ 
ment of a monthly meeting at Nottingham 
^^His joining with other friends in vifting , 
of families the firfl and fecond time — His 
being appointed an Elder , and firfl appear-^ 
ance in the minifiry, ^c. 

I WAS born in the townihip of Notting- 
ham, in the county of Chefter, and 
' province of Pennfylvania, on the Fourth 
day of the Sixth month, 1705 \ and was 
tenderly brought up in profeffion of the 
Truth by my parents, John and Hannah 
Churchman i who were diligent attenders 

B of 



2 The life and TRAVELS 

of Religious Meetings, both on the firft, 
and other days of the week, and encouragers 
of their children in that pradlice; which 
is certainly a duty in parents to do, and 
often owned by the reaches of Divine Love, 
even to thofe who are very young in years, 
of which I am a living witnefs. For though 
I early felt reproof for bad words and ac- 
tions, yet knew not whence it came, until 
about the age of eight years, as I fat in a 
fmall meeting, the Lord, by the Teachings 
of his heavenly love and goodnefs, fo over- 
came and tendered my heart, and by his glo- 
rious light difcovered to me the knowledge 
of himfelf, that I faw myfelf, and what I 
had been doing, and what it was which had 
reproved me for evil ; and I was made in the 
fecret of my heart to confefs, that childhood 
and youth, and the foolifh adtions and words 
to which they are propenfe, are truly vanity; 
yet bleffed for ever be the name of the Lord ! 
who, in his infinite mercy and goodnefs, 
clearly informed me, that, if I would mind 
the difcoveries of his Truth and pure Light 
for the future, what I had done in the time 
of my ignorance he would wink at and for- 
give. And Oh ! the ftream of Love which 
filled my heart with folid joy at that time, 
and lafted for many days, is beyond all ex- 
preflion. Indeed I was early taught to think 
different from fuch who hold the perdition 
of infants, and am fince confirmed in fully 
believing that the fin of our firfl: parents is 

not 



OP JOHN CHURCHMAN. 3 

not imputed to us, (though as their offspring 
we are by nature prone to evil, which brings 
wrath) until, by the difcoyery of light and 
grace, we are taught to diftinguifli between 
good and evil, and in the feed and inward 
principle that fheweth the evil, we feel the 
enmity placed againft the evil, and the au- 
thor thereof, the devil, or wicked one. If 
we afterwards commit thofe things which 
we faw to be evil, we then fall under con- 
demnation and wrath : and here every foul 
that fins muft die to the fin he hath com- 
mitted, and witnefs the being raifed again by 
the power of God into newnefs of life in 
Chrift Jefus, not to live to himfelf, to ful- 
fil the will of the flefli, but to live unto 
him who died to take away fin. 

I may not forget to relate this one thing : 
my father fent me about three miles on an 
errand j I rode a mare which had a colt, per- 
haps half a year old; on my return home 
the colt ran away from the mare, to a com?- 
pany of wild horfes, which were feeding 
not far from the path I was in ; fo I went 
home without the colt. My father alked 
me where the colt was ; I told him where it 
went from me ; he bid me go to the place 
with fpeed, that it might follow the mare 
home. I went, and found the wild horfes 
feeding on a piece of ground where the tim- 
ber trees had been killed, perhaps about two 
or three years; but, before I went among 
the dead trees, a mighty wind afofe, which 

B 2 blew 



4 The LIFE and TRAVELS 

blew fome down, and many limbs flew about. 
I flood ftill, with my mind turned inward to 
the Lord, who I believed was able to pre- 
ferve me from hurt ; fo I pafled among the 
trees without fear, fave the fear of the Lord; 
which fills the hearts of his humble depend- 
ing children with love that is ftronger than 
death. I found the colt, which readily fol- 
lowed the mare, and I returned home, with 
great bowednefs of heart, and thankfulnefs 
to the Lord, for his mercy and goodnefs to 
me on this occafion. 

It was my practice when I went to bed 
to examine how I had fpent the paft day, 
and to endeavour to feel the prefence of the 
Lord near, which I did for fome confiderable , 

time prefer to all other things, and I found , 

this pradtice a great help to fleep fweetly; 
and by long experience I can recommend it 
to children, and to thofe alfo of riper age. 

I fuppofe that no one living knew my I 

condition; for I delighted to keep hiddeiy, i 

yet quick to obferve the conduct of others. I 

I remember that a perfon once at my fa- i 

ther's, who fpake about religious matters I 

with an afFefted tone, as if he was a good 
man; when he went away I was near him; 
and when he mounted his horle, taking a 
diftike to fome of his motions, he called him 
an ugly dumb beaft, with fuch an accent as 
befpake great difpleafure, and grieved me 
much ; for I did believe that a man whole 
mind was fweetcned with divine love truly, 

would 



OF JOHN CHURCHMAN. 5 

would not fpeak wrathfuUy or diminutively, 
even of the beafts of the field, which were 
given to man for his ufe ; he did not make 
them himfelf. I relate this inftance that it 
may be a warning to all, that they be care- 
ful of giving offence to the little ones. 

N6twithftanding I had been favoured as 
before mentioned, yet, as I grew in years, I 
was much given to play, and began to delight 
again in feveral things for which I had be- 
^ fore been reproved, and ftill, by the divine 
witnefs in my mind, was brought under 
judgment for: but having loft my innocence 
and covering of the pure blefled fpirit, I en- 
deavoured through fear to fly from the voice 
of the holy fpirit in my own heart. The enemy 
perfuaded^me that I could never be reftored 
to my former ftate, becaufe I had finned 
againft fo great knowledge j or if I was, the 
judgment through which I mufl: pafs would 
be intolerable to bear, fo that I had better 
be chearful, and take my eafe and delight* 
But when I was about nine years old my fa- 
ther lent me to fchool to learn to read, (hav- 
ing been taught to know my letters and fpell 
a little at home) in which I took great de- 
light, and thereby diverted myfelf from 
feeling my pain of mind, for the great lofs 
of my innocence which I had fuftained. 
And although the man by whom I was taught 
was poor, and fat in his loom, being a 
weaver, while the children read to him, I 
improved very faft, and he foon put me to 
B 3 writing; 



6 The LIFE and TRAVELS 

writing; and, finding my capacity full as 
ripe as is common in boys of that age, he • -^ 

began to teach me arithmetick : yet gracious 
goodnefs ftill favoured me with convi<ftion, * ' 

aind by his fpirit was ^itnefs againft me. 
And in mercy the Lord vifited me with a 
fore fit of ficknefs, and by his rod of cor- 
rection brought me a little more to myfelf. 
This was in the fore part of the winter, when 
I was between nine and ten years of age. I 

And being pretty well recovered for fomc 
weeks, I had in the following fpring a re- 
lapfe of the fame difbrder, (the pjeurify) in 
which, by outward correction with ficknefs 
and inward judgment, the Lord was pleafed to 
draw me to himfelf ; which caufed me to renew 
my covenant with him, and I did hope ne- 
ver more to flray from him, to follow lying 
vanities, whofe fweets I had experienced to 
be bitter, yea exceeding bitternefs in the 
end. I had taken great delight from a child 
to play with whiflles, and pipes, made of the * 
bark of fmall branches of trees, and of flraws 
of wheat and rye, but now it grieved me to 
obferve children delight therein, and I ven- 
tured to tell my mind to fome of them con- 
cerning fuch things. 

Man is diflinguifhed from other creatures 
not only by his voice, but by varying the 
breath, together with the orderly motion of 
tongue and lips, that voice is niade to convey . 
the ideas of the mind and thoughts of the 
heart to his fellow-creatures ^ and as he v/as 

created 



OF JOHN CHURCHMAN- 7 

created to glorify his Maker, the end and 
intention of his voice ihould be direfted to 
promote his glory among men, whether in 
things natural or fpiritual, that is, of this 
life, or that to come. Mufick, as now com- 
monly ufed, and whiftling and linging, 
have no fuch tendency, but are rather diver- 
fions of the mind from what it ought to be 
employed about, and therefore a bafe con- 
fumption of precious time, which man muft 
be accountable for ; which, if enough re- 
garded, inftead of muiScfc, whiftling and fing- 
ing merry, foolifh, and prophane fongs, many 
would have occ^fion to lament and weep for 
their mifpent time. I leave it as a caution 
to parents, to beware of indulging their dear 
children in any thing which may imprefs 
their tender minds with a defire after mufic, 
or fuch diverfion, when they grow in y^^s;. 
but that, inftead thereof, by living in the 
pure fear of the Lord, and near the fpirit 
of truth in their own hearts, they may be 
furnifhefi with example and precept to di- 
red: the minds of their offspring to attend to 
the voice of him who called to Samuel in 
days of old, and remains to be the fame 
teacher to his people in this age. May his 
holy name be magnified for ever and ever ! 

I retained my care and circumfpeftion for 
fome time, but through unwatchfulnefs and 
a defire for play, which led into lightnefs 
and forgetfulnefs, I loft this ftate before I 
was tvvelve years of agcj and though the 
B 4 Lrord 



a The life and TRAVELS 

Lord was near, and followed me by his re-' 

froof, in order to bring me under judgment, 
fled from it as much as I could; having 
let in a belief, that as I had been favoured 
to tafte, in fo wonderful a manner, *^ of 
*' the good word of life, and power of the 
** world to come, and had fo fliamefully fal- 
*^ len away, there remained for me no more 
'* facrifice for fin, but a fearful looking for 
'^ of judgment, and fiery indignation ;'* 
which, as I thought, feemed to burn in me 
to that degree, that I was afraid to be alone ; 
foi: it feemed to be loudly proclaimed in me, 
that whether I eat or drank, waked or flept, 
I was accurfed. When • alone I abhorred 
myfelf ; but when in company ufed my ut- 
mofl: endeavours to hide my condition, by 
being chearful and arch in my difcourfe, and 
was thought by mofl: young people to have a 
knack, as they called it, at jefting and witty 
turns; yet even in this tiipe I entertained 
fuch a value for religion, that I was not 
willing to reveal my fituation, left I fliould 
be a reproach thereto, or difcourage others 
from feeking happincfs. But when night 
came, and I went to bed, no tongue can ex- 
prefs the anguifh I felt; afraid to lay awake, 
and afraid to defire fleep, left I Ihould be cut 
ofF from the land of the living, and my 
portion appointed in utter darknefs. I fo 
far negledted my learning, that when about 
thirteen years old I could not read but in a 
poor manner, though once noted to be a 

ready 



OF JOHN CHURCHMAN, 9 

ready reader. I was not willing that good 
friends (hould take notice of me, or look 
me ftcadily in the face ; for I thought they 
would difcern my wickednefs, and it would 
be a trouble to them, or by their reproving 
me, add to my diftrefs. I feemed to be left 
without any power to refift what I knew to 
be evil, and being afhamed that I had fo loft 
my little learning, I fought to divert myfelf 
by endeavouring to regain it. My former 
genius and delight fo returned, that when I 
Was about fifteen years of age I had made 
great improvement, not only in reading, but 
in writing and arithmetick, and fevefal 
branches of the mathematicks, and began 
to value myfelf in fome degree thereon ; and 
fb I got over the convictions of the divine 
witnefs, which fpoke trouble in me. Never- 
thelefs, during this time 1 kept clofe in at- 
tending meetings, hoping, at feaibns, that 
perhaps the Lord would condefcend once 
more to vifit me : for a faying of an eminent 
pious man was revived in my remembrance, 
** That if there remained a defire in the 
*' heart after redemption, as it was kept to, 
*' the Lord would again affuredly vifit fuch 
** in his own time.*' So that I was fearful 
of neglecting meetings, if my parents had 
not forwarded me, left I might mifs of the 
good intended for me. Yet the fubtle work- 
ings of the power oi darknefs was at times 
very great; fuggefting to me that all things 
came by nature, and that there \va^ no God, 

no 
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no heaven, no devil; no punlfliment for evil; 
religion a jeft, and painful care about futu- 
rity a filly whim, propagated to deprive peo- 
ple of pleafure. But, blefled be the Lord ! 
he preferved rtie from that fnare : for while 
I felt his judgment for fin, I believed in his 
being and holinefs. And I am indeed fully 
of the mind, that no man can be an atheift 
before he adls contrary to knowledge, when, 
to allay the horror and anguifh of mind he 
feels for the commiflion of fin, he clofes in 
with this temptation • At other times the 
fame fubtle power would tempt me to deipair 
of mercy, which, if given way to, would 
lead to difl:ra<a:ion ; but. the hand of the 
Lord was underneath, though for my difo- 
bedience he fufFered me to remain in the 
wildernefs, and to dwell among fiery fer- 
pents, until he had wafted that in me, which 
lufted after forbidden things. 

In this ftate I continued until I was about 
nineteen years of age; and as I was walking- 
one day to meeting, thinking on my forlorn 
condition, and remembering the bread in my 
heavenly Father's houfe, when I was a duti- 
ful child, and that by ftraying from him, 
and fpending my portion, I had been eight 
years in grievous want; I inwardly cried, if 
thou art pleafed again to vifit me, I befeech 
thee, O Lord ! vifit my body with ficknefs, 
or pain, or whatever thou may pleafe, fo 
that the will of the old man may be flain 
with the tranfgreifion, and every thing in me. 

r that 
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that thy controverfy is againft ; that I may 
be made a fandtified vcffcl by thy power; 
ipare only my life, until my redemption is 
wrought, and my peace made with thee ! 

About this time my father died, in the 
tenth month, 1724, which was a great lofs 
to our whole family ; and as he had allotted 
me to live with and take care of my mother, 
it became my duty to keep moftly at home, 
I fpent near a year much in the condition 
above-mentioned, often out of hope of ever 
attaining to that ftate I had witnefled when 
very young; but In the fall of the year after 
1 had arrived to the age of twenty years, it 
pleaied the Lord to remember me, who had 
been an exile, in captivity under the old 
tafkmafter in Egypt fpiritually, and by his 
righteous judgments, mixed with unfpeaka- 
ble mercies, to make way for my deliverance, 
I was vifited with a fore fit of ficknefs, 
which in a few days fo fully awakened me, 
that I had no hope of ever being again in- 
trufted with healtn. My mifpent time, and 
all my tranfgreffions, were brought to my 
remembrance, and heavy judgment was upon 
me for them : I was rnet with in this nar- 
row path, and could no longer fly from God 
and his fpirit in my confcience> whofe fore 
diipleafure I had juflly incurred. I had 
heard of men who had been notorious offen- 
ders, and fled from the juftice of the com- 
mon law, until they beqaipe outlawed; fuch 
in a fpiritual fenfe my cafe appeared to be. I 

thought 
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thought I had as it were heard an adt of 
grace and free pardon repeatedly proclaimed, 
if I would return and live uprightly for the 
future; but in the time of fuch vifitations I 
concluded it was only to bring me under 
judgment to take me from my pleafure, for 
that mine offences would never be pardoned, 
and fo I had withftood or negledted thofe 
vifitations. I now faw clearly that herein 
I had followed the lying fuggeftions of Satan 
mine enemy. At this time my old will in 
the fallen nature gave up its life, and I cried, 

* I am not worthy to live or enjoy favour ; 

* yet, O Lorci! if thou wilt be pJeafed to 

* look on me v?lth an eye of pity, do what 

* thou wilt with me, magnify thy own 
*• name, preparelme by thy judgments and 

* power, that thy mercy may be fliewn in 

* and by me, whether thou cut the thread 

* of my life, or (hall grant me more, days, 

* which is only in thy power.' Now my^ 
heart was made exceedingly tender, I wept 
much, and an evidence was given me that 
the Lord had heard my cry, and in mercy 
looked down on me from his holy habita- 
tion ; and a willing heart and patience wa& 
given me to bear his chaftifements, and the 
working of his eternal word of power^ 
which created all things at the beginning, 
and by which poor fallen man only is created 
anew in the heavenly image, and prepared to 
praife him with acceptance, who lives for 
ever and ever. 

Whilft 



OF JOHN CHURCHMAN. 13 

Whilft I lay in this condition perhaps I 
was thought, by thofe who watched with me, 
to be near expiring, but though I faid little 
or nothing, I believe I was quite fenfible, 
yet exceedingly weakened, having for about 
twenty-four hoiirs felt more inward and in- 
cxpreffible anguifh than outward pain, which 
was no doubt great. I take it to be toward 
the morning of the fifth day and night of 
miy illnefs, that I felt the incomes and own- 
ing of divine love in a greater degree than 
ever ; for the profpedt I had of fo great for- 
givenefs made me love the more : for love is 
ever reciprocal. I remember that I faw the 
morning light, and thought all things looked 
new and fweet. I lay whjfre the fun fhone 
near or on my bed, and have fometimes 
fince thought that, being weak, the ftrength 
of the light, and too much company hurt 
me. I leave this hint to excite nurfes and 
thoie who have the care of very weak indif- 
pofed people to beware of letting pver much 
light come upon them,^ or many vifitors, 
except they be fuch who are fenfible of the 
weak by being inward and quiet, waiting to 
feel the fympathy which truth gives ; the 
company of fuch being truly refreshing. 

It pleafcd the Lord fo to reftore me, that 
I recovered my ufual ftrength, and was fre- 
quently humbled under a fenfe of the tender 
dealings of a merciful God, whofe goodnefs 
and Dwnihg love I felt to be very near. I 
then lov€d retirement, and inwardly to feel 

after 
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after the incomes of life, and was often 
fearful left I fhould again fall away. In 
this time it "was manifefted to me, that if 
in patience I ftood faithful I fhould be called 
to the work of the miniftry. I loved to at- 
tend religious meetings, efpecially thofe for 
difcipline; and it was clearly fhewn me, 
that all who attend thofe meetings fhould 
inwardly wait, in great awfulnefs, to know 
the immediate prefence of Chrift, the head 
of the Church, to give them an underftand- 
ing what their feveral fervices are, and for 
ability to anfwer the requirings of truth; 
for it is by the light and fpirit thereof that 
the Lord's work is done with acceptance, 
and none fhould prefume to fpeak or ad: 
without its motion or dire<ftion : for they 
who a<5t and fpeak without it do often darken 
courifel, miflead the weak, and expofe their 
own folly, to the burthen and grief of fen- 
fible friends. It was in great fear that I 
attempted to fpeak in thefe meetings, and 
as I kept low, with an eye fingle to the 
honour of truth, I felt peace and inward 
flrength to increafe from time to time : and 
it is good for all who are concerned to fpeak 
to matters in meetings for difcipline, in the 
firft place to take heed that their own fpirits 
do not prompt thereto, and to mind the 
time when to fpeak fitly: for a word in 
ieafon from a pure heart is precious, and 
frequently prevents debates inftead of minif- 
tcring contention J and when they have fpoken 

to 
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to tufinefs, they (hould turn inward to feel 
whether the pure truth owns them, and in 
that reft, without an over anxious care whe- 
ther it fucceeds at that time or not : £0 
friends will be preferved from being lifted 
up becaufe their fervice is irrxmediately own- 
ed ; or if it fliould be rejedled or flighted, 
in this inward humble ftate the labour is felt 
and feen to be the Lord's. 

It is a great favour from the Lord that he 
is pleafed to cover his children with his 
pure fear, and array their fouls with the gar- 
ment of humility, that they may ftand in 
his prefence with acceptance, waiting to be 
taught of his ways, in meeknefs to be guided 
in judgment : thefe only feel the neceffity of 
minding that excellent exhortation, ** Be ye 
*^ ftedfaft, immoveable, always abounding in 
** the work of the Lord." In a degree of 
reverent thankfulnefs 1 blefs the name of the 
Lord through his beloved Son, that I then, 
according to my meafure, knew what I now 
write: it was a time of growing with me; I 
rarely paffed a day without feeling the in^ 
comes of divine life, and was favoured 
ftrongly.to defire ^* the fincere milk of the 
*' holy word," that in humility I might 
grow thereby in fubftance. But afterwards 
I was left and withdrawn from, fo that for 
days, yea, many days together, I was with- 
out inward refrefhment, and ready to fear 
that I had offended my gracious Redeemer ; 
and being thoughtful, and inwardly engaged 

to 
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to know the caufe, I had to confider that 
children, though they may be thriving, and 
darlings of their natural parents, arc not fit 
for niiich bufinefs until they are weaned, 
and although they grow finely, they are gra- 
dually taught to wait the appointed time be- 
tween meals before they have much care of 
their father's bufinefs, and are further pre- 
pared, fo as to mifs a fet meal, or be a longer 
time without outward food, before they are 
fit for a journey. And with thefe thoughts 
. (leaving the reader to judge from whence 
they came) a hope began to revive in me 
that I was not forfaken, which, indeed, as 
I kept patient, I was abundantly fenfible of 
at times, even thofe times which are in the 
Lord's hand: for his children experience 
that the times of refrefliment come from 
him, who, when he hath ex^rcifed and proved 
them, in his infinite kindnefs is pleafed to 
caufe them to fit down, and condefcends 
himfelf to ferve them. Blefled for ever be 
the naniie of the Lord ! who knows how to 
prepare his foldiers to remain faithful, and 
to indure with patience what the natural 
man would account hardnefs. 

I had ftrong defires that elderly friends 
fhould be good examples to the youth, not 
only in word and converfation, but in meet- 
ings for the worfhip of God, and it grieved 
me exceedingly to fee any of them overcome 
with fleep ; and my concern for one friend 
on that account was fo great, that I knew 

not 
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not what was beft to do, and reafoned after 
this manner: Lord! thou knoweft that I am 
young, and he an elderly man, he will not 
take it well that I fhould fpeak to him, and 
perhaps I may yet fall, and if fo, the more 
I take upon me the greater my fall will be. 
Befides, though I have fpoken in meetings 
for difcipline, when truth hath been ftrong 
upon me, yet out of meetings I am not fit 
to reprove, or fpeak to particulars. Fori 
was cautious, indeed, in thofe days, of talk- 
ing about religion or good things, from a fear 
of getting a habit thereof, and fo not know 
the true motion, which I thought I had ob* 
ferved to be the failing of fome. In thi$ 
ilreight it came into my mind to go to the 
perfon in the night, as the moft private time 
and manner : for if I took him aiide before 
or after a meeting, others might wonder for 
what, and I might betray my weakness, and 
reproach the good caufe, and do no good ; 
and if the friend fhould be difplcafed with 
me, he might pubKckly fhcw what othcrwifc 
he would conceal after a private deliberation. 
So in the evening I went, defiring the Lord 
to go with me and guide me, if it was a 
motion from him. When I came to the 
houfe it was dark ; I called, and the friend 
came out to fee who was there, and invited 
me in. I told him I was in haile to 20 
home, but wanted to fpeak with him if ne 
pleafed, and fo pafled quietly toward home, 
to draw him from the door, and then told 

C him 
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him my concern for him, in a clofe, honeft, 
plain manner, and, without flaying to reafon 
much, left him in a tender loving difpofition, 
as I believe. I returned home w^ith great 
inward peace. " When thou doeft or giveft 
" alms, let not thy left hand know what thy 
^* right doth," was an excellent precept: 
that left hand of felf fhould not adt in fuch 
things; no matter how privately they are 
done, they often anfwer the end better; nei- 
ther is it a fault to lay things low and fami- 
'liar, the truth will have its own weight, 
and accompany what it diftates with its own 
evidence. My intention in writing this i^ 
to encourage the humbled careful traveller 
in the way of his duty. At fome times it 
appeared to be likely to do moft good to 
write my mind to fome, which I did with 
fuccefs, as I aimed only at a difcharge of 
duty in the moft private manner, and the 
good of thofe to whom I wrote. ' 

When I had entered the twenty-fifth year 
of my age I accompliflied marriage with 
Margaret Brown, a virtuous young woman, 
whom I had loved as a fifter for feveral years, 
becaufe I believed fhe loved religion. I 
think I may fay fafely it .was in a good de- 
gree of the Lord's pure fear, and a (tnfe of 
the pointings of truth, on both fides, that 
we took each other, on the 27th day of the. 
eleventh month 1 729, (old ftile) in an ap- 
pointed meeting at Eaft Nottingham, and I 
thought that our Heavenly Father owned us 

with 
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with his prefence at that time. The cove- 
nants made in marriage are exceeding great, 
and I think they can never be rightly kept 
and . truly performed without Divine affift- 
ance; and am convinced, if all who enter in- 
to a marriage ftate would in the Lord's fear 
truly feek his afliflance, they would know 
their own tempers kept down -, and inflead 
of jarring and difcord, unity of fpirit, har- 
mony of condudt, and a concern to be exem- 
plary to their offspring, would incrcafc and 
be maintained. 

The fummer following, in the year 1730, 
a monthly-meeting was fettled at Notting- 
ham, (being before a branch of New-garden 
monthly-meeting) by the advice and ap- 
pointment of the quarterly- meeting. This 
brought a fear and weighty concern upon mc 
and many others, that the affairs of truth 
might be managed to the honour thereof 1 
for we had but few fubftantial elderly friends. 
In a fenfe of our weaknefs, it was the breath- 
ing defire of my foul that the Lord would 
be pleafed, for his own fake, and the ho- 
nour of his great name, to be near to his 
children, and infpire them with wifdom and 
judgment for his own work; and, bleffed 
for ever be his holy name! I believe he 
heard our cry, and in meafure anfwered our 
prayers : being kept low and humble, it was 
a growing tiipe to feveral. My affection for 
friends of N?w-garden monthly-meeting was 
fo great, that for many months after we parted 
C 2 from 
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from them, I feldom miffed attending it, and 
therein had great fatisfaftion; and fome of 
their members frequently attended ours, for 
our love towards each other was mutuaL 

When I was about twenty-fix years of age 
fome friends were appointed to perform a fa- 
mily vifit, and being defirous. of my company, 
1 joined with them, and therein felt the own- 
ings of truth in fome degree : but notwith- 
ftanding I faw at times the ftates of families 
^nd particulars, yet not in fo clear a manner 
as I thought neceffary to become my duty to 
open my mouth in the feiVice, fave now 
and then, in a private way to particulars, of 
which none knew, except thofe to whom I 
ipake. At one houfe the friends on the fer- 
vice had a good opportunity, feveral young 
folks, fome of whom were not of the fa- 
mily, being prefent. I felt the Divine pre- 
sence to be very near, and a motion to con- 
clude that fitting in fupplication and thankf- 
giving to the Lord, but was not hafty, for 
fear of doing what was not required of me : 
fo omitted it, and afterwards alked an expe- 
rienced worthy minifter if he had ever 
known any friend appear in a meeting in 
publick prayer before they had ever appeared 
in publick teftimony? which enquiry I made 
in fuch a manner, as to give him no miftruft 
of me. He anfwcrcd, " nay^ 1 beiicve it 
" would be very uncommon/' It ftruck 
me pretty clofely, but f kept my condition 
very private, having been exceedingly ^r- 

ful 
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ful of deception^ and now began to doubt 
whether it was not a dehifion for me to en- 
tertain an apprehenlion that I fhould be called 
to the work of the miniftry, the concern 
whereof had been at times very heavy upon 
me, though no motion that felt like a gen- 
tle command to break filence, until at the 
houfe before mentioned. Now I let in rear 
foning, and fo departed fqr a time from my 
inward guide and fafeft counfellor, as all af- 
furedly, will, who place their xlependence on 
man for inftrud:ion ,tp perform duties re- 
quired of them, or ^ who/ forbear, or reaibn 
againft the humbling ^gentle motions and 
leadings of the fpirit of truth. Much fafer 
it is to attend fteadily thereunto for inftruc- 
tion and ability to. perform. religious fervices, 
which, wheA fo performed in meeknefs, we 
ought to be tender of the fentiments of our 
brethren concerning them, and not over 
confident of our^ call /and commiffion; for 
our brethren have a meafure of the lame Ipir 
rit by which we are taught^ and have a feni^ 
and right thereby given, to judge of our fer»- 
vice. A becoming diffidence of ourfelves, 
and a readinefs to attiend to the advice of 
fuch, is pver the badge of true difciplclhip : 
humbling Divine Love teaches to eftecip 
others rather than ourfclves. 

This was an exercifing time to me, but I 

did not difcover it to any one : I feemed to 

be quite forfaken, thoi^h not fenfible of 

nauch judgipent for my oroiffion of duty 5 

C 3 for 
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for I could with fincerity appeal to him who 
knoweth all things, that it did not proceed 
from wilful difobedience, but a fear of fol- 
lowing a wrong fpirit; and a fecret hope re- 
vived, that my gracious Lord and Mafter 
would not quite caft me off: and, bleffed be 
his holy name! he did not leave me very 
long before I was favoured as ufual, but h^ 
no motion of the fame kind. 

When this vifit was over I kept much at 
home, yet was careful to attend meetings on 
the firft and other days of the week, and 
found work enough to watch againft a luke- 
warm, indolent fpirit, which would come 
over me when I fat down to wait upon God. 
Though I came to the meeting in a lively 
warm engagement of mind, I found the 
warfare againft lukcwarmn^fs, fleepinefs, and 
a roving mind, muft be fteadily maintained; 
and if none of thefe hindrances were given 
way to, the Lord, when he had proved his 
children, would arife for their help, and fcat- 
ter his and their enemies, whicn my foul 
hath experienced many times beyond expreft 
. fion. The Lord alone is ail-powerful, and 
worthy to be waited upon and worftiipped in 
humility and reverent adoration of foul for 
ever. Indolence and lukewarmnefs bring 
darknefs and death over a meeting, and, when 
generally given way to, occafion hard work 
for even the moft livingly exercifed friends 
to get from under the burthen and weight 
thereof. It was a mercy that I wgs preferved 

feeking,^ 
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feeking, and could not be fatisfied without 
feeling the renewings of Divine favour, by 
which I rather grew in the root of religion, 
though I thought very flow, but had hopo 
it would be lafting. 

The love of truth, I believe it was, and a 
defire that the difcipline and good order of 
the church might be maintained, made mc 
' willing to take confiderable pains to attend 
neighbouring monthly -meetings, which I 
think was a bJefSng to mc in fome good de- 
gree, being thereby often inftrudted ; and I 
have often admired at the flacknefs of fome, 
that fufFer trifling things to keep them from 
their meetings for worihip on week days and 
firfl: days ; for though curiofity brings fuch 
to monthly-nieetings, they are feldom of 
any real fervice when they come, not being 
fenfible of that pure Divine Love in which 
the church, through its feyeral members, 
edifieth itfelf: an4 ^s ajiy i^efome truly 
fenfible thereof, they will delight to wait 
Upon God with their brethren and fifl:ers, 
who is the fountain of pure Love, and fo 
fills the hearts of his h^mble depending 
children therewith^, that by it they ajre known 
to be his difciples. 

In the year 173 1 our ancient ^d vvorthy 
friend William Brown, who hgd been in the 
ilation of an elder many ye^s, growing fee- 
ble and incapable to a.ttend the quarterly- 
meeting of minifliers ^nd elders, friends of 
our particular meeting propofed me to the 
C 4 monthly* 
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monthly -meeting for that fervice ; which 
brought a clofe exercife upon me, cbnfider- 
ing myfclf a youth, and the weight of the 
fervice: but, after a foKd confideration, I 
found moft peace in fubmitting to the meet- 
ing, with fervent inward defires that the Lord 
would be pleafed to be with me therein, to 
preferve me from adling or judging in my own 
will and fpirit, knowing that the fervice could 
not be performed but by wifdom, under- 
ftanding and ability from him. When I at- 
tended thofe large and weighty meetings of mi- 
Hiflers and elders, the care and fear that was 
Upon me is not cafily expreffed : and may I 
never forget the gracious condcfcenfion of kind 
Providence, who was pleafed to own me by 
the fhcdding abroad of his love in my hearty 
that I verily thought they refembled the 
fchool of the prophets ; the High Pf ieft^ 
great Prophet, and Bifhop of Souls, our 
Lord Jefus Chrift, being prefident among 
them. 

An apprehetifion that I fhould be called 
to the miniftry, and a concern on that ac- 
66unt, had been at times for feveral years 
Weightily oi) my mind; but I now again 
thought I was miftaken in that belief, and 
that it was only a preparative to qualify me 
for the ftation of an elder, and thereby my 
exercife became fomewhat lighter for a time. 
The tcndernefe and love I felt to thofe en- 
gaged in publick miniftry was very great, 
tod I believe I waa made helpful to fome, 

by 
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by giving private hints^ when and to whom 
1 thought there was occafion, in plainnefs, 
fimplicity, and fear, which often afforded 
injftruiftion to myfelf, as well as to them. 

In 1733 I accompanied friends on another 

vifit to families, wherein, at times, I felt 

the opening of truth in the love of it, and 

a few words to fpeak to the ftates of fomej 

though in great fear, left I fhould put my 

hand to that weighty work without the real 

requiring of duty: and at one family, * on a 

morning pretty early, being the firft wc went 

to on that day, I thought it would be better 

for the whole family, in a religious fenfe, if 

the heads of it were more zealous in attend* 

ing meetings. I faw the neceiEty of being 

examples to children and fervants, by a care-* 

ful attendiance of meetings for worflup on 

the firft and other days of the week, but I 

was fo weak and poor, that I doubted whe* 

ther it was my duty to mention any thing 

thereof to them, fo concluded to omit it 9 

by which I hoped to judge of what I had 

been about before, and fo grew eafy in my 

mind : and as we were on the way to the 

next houfe, I began to judge, that I had no 

real bufinefs to have faid any thing at any 

houfe^ and having forborne in my own will, 

I was now left to my own judgment for a 

time. At the next houfe friends were partis 

cularly opened, and tenderly concerned to 

(peak to feveral ftates, and of feveral matters 

which! thought inftru^^ive; but I fat dry 

and 
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and poor, and fo remained during our paf- 
fage to the next houfe, where I fared no 
better, but worfe, my feeling and judgment 
being quite gone, as to the fervice in which 
we were engaged ; and though I did not fay 
any thing to the other friends how it fared 
with me, yet they were aifedled therewith, as 
I apprehended. I was in great darknefs and 
diftrefs, and fometimes thought of leaving 
the company privately, and go home ; but 
again concluded that would not only be a 
difappointment to my friends, but diiho- 
nourable to truth, which made me determine 
to go forward, and endure my own pain, as 
much undifcovered as poilible. My compa- 
nions, as I before obferved, were aflfeftcd, 
and all, fave one, feemed clofed up from doing 
the fervice, and in the evening of the fame 
day, at the laft houfe, all of them werefilent. 
There was a fchool-houfe near, the mafter 
being a friend, and the children moftly be-r 
Ipnging to friends, whom fpme of our com- 
pany appeared willing to vifit, hut others 
being doubtful, we omitted it; which now 
fome thought was not right, and that therefore 
this cloud of darknefs and difjlrefs came up- 
on us, and we were willing to meet at the 
fchool-houfc next morning, to try if wc 
could recover our former ftrength in the 
ownings of truth ; which being agreed to, 
each took his way home. It being now 
night, and I alone, I rode flow, under a deep 
cxcrcife of mind and humble inqiiiry into 

the 
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the caufe of my own diftrefs; and after fome 
time, being favoured with great calmnefs 
and quietude of mind, I was inwardly in- 
ftruifled after this manner : • Thou faweft 

* what was wanting in a family this morn- 

* ing, and would not exhort to more dili- 

* gence or amendment in that refped, and 

* therefore if they continue to do wrong, it 

* (hall be required of thee;' on which I 
became broken in fpirit, and cried in fecret. 
May I not perform it yet, and be reftored 
to thy favour ? O Lord ! I am now willing 
to do whatfoever thou requireft of me, if 
thou wilt be pleafed to be with me. And, 
blefied be his nanie ! in mercy he heard my 
fupplication, and I was fully perfuaded that 
I muft go to the houfe again, which I con- 
cluded to do next morning, and went home 
with a degree of comfort, and, being weary 
in body and mind, flept fweetly, and awoke 
in the morning quiet and eafy in ipirit ; and 
now began tp conclude, that I might meet 
my company and be excufed ; but my cove- 
nant of going was brought to my remem-^ 
brance, and I was given to believe that peace 
was reftored on condition of my perform- 
ance ; therefore I went to the houfe, though 
feveral miles diftant, before fun-rife. The 
man of the houfe was up ; he invited me in, 
and I followed him, and fitting down by the 
fire (being cool weather) with my mind re- 
tired, I felt that I muft not fpeak before the 
feft of the family^ but rather in private, 

yet 
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yet was fearful of calling him out, being 
unwilling to difcover any thing to them. 
In the mean time he went out, and walked 
the way I was to go ; I followed, and told 
him how I felt when we were at his houfe 
the morning before, and could not be eafy 
without exhorting him to be more careful 
in feveral refpedts, and a better example to 
bis family in his attendance of meetings; he 
feemed affeifted, and faid he hoped he ftiould 
mind my advice. I then left] him, and met 
my companions at the fchool-houfe, and en- 
joyed great peace, I leave this remark to 
excite all to dwell in meeknefs and fear, and 
to beware of the will of the creature, and th^ 
reafonings of flefli and blood, which le^d in^ 
to doubting and difobedience. They who 
are faithful in fmall things, ihall truly know 
an increafe in that wifdom and knowledge 
which is from above. 

Before we had gone through this vifit I 
attended the quarterly-meeting of minifters 
and elders at Concord, and as I fat thereinj^ 
the unwearied adverfary renewed a former 
charge againft me, by fuggefting to my inind 
that I might know I had been wrong, and 
under a delufion, in entertaining a belief 
that I fhould be called to the. work of the 
miniftry; for that all who had ever been 
rightly engaged therein, it was in a crofs greatly 
to the will of the creature, which was not 
my cafe, for I was willing. This I felt tq 
be true, aod was therefore »o\y exceedingly 

dif- 
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diftreffed, not confidering that I was made 
willing by the weight of the exercifc, which 
had been feveral years at times very heavy 
upon me, until it feemed as a fire in my 
bones, and as though ** I was dumb with 
*' filencc, I held my peace, even from good; 
*^ and my forrow was ftirred; my heart 
'* was hot within me; while I wasmufing, 
** the fire burned," Pfah xxxix. 2, 3. While 
under this conflict, a friend ftood up with 
thefe words : *^ Alfo I heard the voice of 
** the Lord, faying, whom fhall I fend, and 
** who will go for us ? Then faid I, here 
** am I, fend me,'* Ifa. vi. 8. (hewing, 
that * to them whofe will was rightly fub- 
^ jefted to the Lord, it became their meat 

* and drink to do the will of hini who had 

* fubjedted them by his divine power, and 

* influenced their hearts with his love to 

* mankind:' by which I was relieved, and 
my fpirit humbled and made thankful. Next 
morning, being the firft day of the week, I 
went to Kennet meeting, and toward the 
clofe thereof fomething appeared to my mind 
to oiFer, but was fearful that the motion for 
jfpeaking was not enough powerful, and had 
like to have forborne, but remembering what 
I had fuffered by negleding a weak motion 
in a famfly vifit, as already related, I ftood 
up, and fpake a few fentences in great fear 
and brokennefs of fpirit, and had folid fatif- 
iz&ion. I attended the quarterly -meeting 
of buiinefs at Concord on iecond day, on 

my 
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my return from whence I let in the old 
reafoner, who fuggefted to me, that if I was 
called to the publick miniftry, I had not 
waited for a fufficient commiffion to fpeak ; 
for fome had been raifed up with great 
power and authority they could not with- 
iland, but that I might have been ftill and 
quiet, the motion was fo gentle and low; 
and that I muft not think to fpeak in pub- 
lick teftimony in great meetings with fo 
fmall a motion, and in fo doing I had com- 
mitted a fin that would not be readily for- 
given, perhaps a fin againft the Holy Ghoft. 
My exercife was great, but as I endeavoured 
to be quiet in my mind, feeking to know 
the truth of my prefent condition, I was 
fecretly drawn to follow and attend to fome- 
thing that fpoke inwardly, after this man- 
ner, ' If thou waft to take a lad, an entire 
' ftranger to thy language and bufinefs, how- 
^ ever likely he appeared for fervice, thou 

* muft fpeak loud and diftinftly to him, and 

* perhaps with an accent or tone that might 

* (hew thee to be in earneft, to engage his 

* attention, and point out the bufinefs ; but 

* thou wouldft expedl it fhould be otherwifc 

* with a child brought up in thine houfe, 

* who knew thy language, and with whom 

* thou hadft been femiliar: thou wouldft 

* exped: him to wait by thee, and watch 

* thy motions, fo as to be inftruiSked by thine 

* eye looking upon him, or pointing thy fin- 

* ger, and wouldft rebuke or correct fuch an 

* one 
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* one, if he did not obey thy will on fuch a 

* fmall intelligent information/ I was in- 
flantly relieved thereby, and leave my rea- 
der to judge from whence this intimation 
came, believing it would be no crime in mc 
to judge it to be from the Spirit of Truth, 
that was to lead and guide into all Truth.. 

When this meeting was over, being in the 
ninth month, 1733, we proceeded to finifh 
our family vifit. The part which remained 
was on the weft fide of Sufquehanna, at 
Bufh river, and a few families begun to fet- 
tle near Deer-creek. We were remarkably fa- 
voured with the prefence of our great and 
good Mafter, who opened the ftates of fa- 
milies to us, and gave ability to fpeak there- 
to : may his his holy name be praifed ! The 
vifit being finiftied, we returned home ; and 
in a fliort time after, as I fat in a week day 
meeting, I had a few words frefli before me, 
with a gentle motion to deliver them, which 
I feared to omit, ftill remembering what fol- 
lowed a former negledt ; fo I expreflfed what 
was on my mind, and therein had peace, 
and afterwards was filent for feveral weeks, 
in which time I ht in a fear I was forfaken 
by my dear Lord and Mafter, whom I loved 
above all things. For I had no openings in 
heavenly things, as I thought, but was left 
poor and needy; yet I loved friends, and, 
remembering a faying of a minifter formerly, 
'* We kpow that we are pafl^ed from death 
'* untQ life, becaufe we love the brethren," 

I John 
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I John iii* 14. I hoped that I was not quite 
forgotten. Some remarkable, fentences had 
fixed in my mind fometime before, which I 
now began to underftand more fenfibly. * Mi- 

* niftry fhould be of neceffity, and not of 

* choice, and there is no living by filence, 

* or by preaching merely.* For fomething 
in me was ready to wifli to be employed, 
that I. might have bread; for when I found 
a motion to fpeak I had the owning love of 
the heavenly Father, which is and ever will 
be bread to his children. The creaturely 
will would choofc, and would be bufy with 
queftioning. Is it not, or may it not be fo 
and fo ? This is that womanifli part, which 
is not permitted to fpeak in the church : it 
runs iirft into tranfgreffion, for want of 
learning of the hufband at home, or being 
in fubjeftion to him ; which if Eve had li- 
terally done, inftead of reafoning with the 
ierpent that tempted^ fhe might have been 
preferved from being a tempter. Our ftrength, • 
preiervation^ health, and peace^ ftand in our 
entire fubjeftion to the will of the Lord, 
whether in filence or fpeaking, fufFering or 
reigning, ftill dwelling with the feed (Chrift) 
in our own hearts, humbly waiting for and 
feeling after his power to arife, who is the 
Refurredtion and the Life, and when he is 
pleafed to appear, his children partake in 
meafurc of his glory. 

I continued in the ftation of an elder, and 
fometimes delivered a few fentences in pub- 

Uck 
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lick teftimony, which occafioned me to ap- 
prehend that I fhould not be in my proper 
place, except I requefted to be releafcd from 
my elderihip. After a time of weighty con- 
fideration, I modeftly requefted that friends 
would confidcr my cafe ; for inftead of tak- 
ing ca:re of the miniftry of others, I flood 
in need of the care of others, and that it 
would be relieving to my mind, if they would 
nominate an elder in my room; which was. 
taken into confideration for a time, friends 
waiting, I fuppofe, to fee what proof I fhould 
make of my miniftry. I attended the win- 
ter quarterly-meeting of minifters and elders, 
and had to give an account of the miniftry 
at our meeting. The elders bping called to 
anfwer one after another in order, according 
to the fettlement of the meetings they be- 
longed to, a fear ftruck me left a form of 
words was too much in general obferved, 
particularly, ' that the miniftry was well re- 
* ceived/ When my turn came, I pould not 
be eafy without varying that part, and inftead 
of faying * the miniftry of the minifters is 
well received,' I faid that I believed the mi- 
niftry of the publick frieiids was generally • 
approved of; and added, th^t I did wifh that 
the miniftry of all the miniftring friends 
was better received than I conceived it was, , 
Whereupon I was afked what I meant ; and, 
under the weight I felt on my mind, I re- 
plied it was not from a thought of bearing 
hard on the fervice of the publick friends, 

D ' but 
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but from the difference of approving there^ 
of, becaufe they believed it to be right, and 
attending no further, w^hich would not do 
the work; but to put in practice what they 
heard recommended, was only well receiving 
of it, and if that was really the cafe, our 
fociety would appear more beautiful than at 
prefent. Thus the matter qlofed, and I had 
peace in the remark. I think this was the 
laft meeting I attended as an elder: before 
the next quarterly-meeting in the fecond 
month, 1734, another was recommended in, 
my place. 

About this time, as I fat in one of our 
own meetings, I felt a flow of affediion to 
the people; for many not of our fociety 
came there, perhaps out of curiofity, feveral 
young minifters having come forth in pub- 
lick teftimony. In which extraordinary flow 
of affeftion I had a very bright opening, as 
I thought, and expected to ftand up with it 
very foon, but being willing to weigh it 
carefully was not very forward, viewing its 
decreafing brightnefs, until fomethiiig faid, 
as it were within me, * Is the woe in it ? is 
' neceflity laid upon thee? i Cor. ix, 16. and 
therefore woe if thou preach not the gofpel?* 
This put me to a iland, and made me feel 
after the living prefencc of him, in whofe 
name and power I defired to fpeak, if I ap- 
peared in teflimony; and not feeling tne 
pure life and power of truth, fo as to iland 
up, the brightnefs of the vifion faded, and 

left 
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left me quiet, humble, and thankful for 
this prefervation. The drawing ftrength and 
lufting defire of the unftable, who centre 
not to the pure gift in themfelves, are as the 
many waters, or fea of myftery Babylon, 
for her merchants to fail their (hips and 
trade upon. This was a time of inward 
growing to me, the welfare of the churches 
was ftrongly defired, and the extendings of 
the love of the Heavenly Father I felt at 
times to reach over fea and land, to my great 
admiration ; but however my heart was en- 
larged, I believed it was my duty to retire 
inward, and wait with patience until my 
friends fhould fo approve of my miniftry, 
as to recommend me as a minifter, before I 
made any requeft to go much abroad; though 
I went to fome neighbouring meetings, fuch 
as I could go to in a morning, ana return 
home at night, but not withovit acquainting 
fome elderly friends therewith^ and defiring 
their company, which I generally had. 

In the winter 1735-6, William Brown, 
my brother-in-law, my lifter, Dinah Brown, 
(then a widow) and myfelf, were all recom- 
mended to the meeting of minifters and el- 
ders as minifters, and at this meeting I let 
a certaia friend know that for fome time I 
had a defire to vifit friends at Newtown, 
Middletown, Gofhen, Cain, and Bradford 
meetings, hoping that he would go with 
me; for without fome fuitable companion I 
yfas not cafy to go, becaufe it would be ne- 
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ceffary that notice fhould be given, to anfwer 
the end of a vifit; which he alfo thought 
neceflary, and let me know that he would 
take the needful care, which I fuppofed was 
prcvioufly to inform fome friends of each 
meeting, in order that they might acquaint 
their neighbours, if they had freedom, and 
I was eafy, not knowing but he would bear 
me company. On third day I was at the 
general meeting of worfhip held at Provi- 
dence, and at the breaking up thereof, the 
friend whom I had fpokcn to flood up, and 
gave public notice that I intejided to fit with 
friends at the meetings aforefaid, and named 
the days in order, and requefted friends 
would take proper care to give notice; at 
which I was exceedingly furprized, and re- 
pented that I had fpoken thereof. I would 
have gladly ran home, but for fear of bring- 
ing a reproach, and to me it feemed likely it 
would be the cafe if I purfued the traft 
laid out for me : in this ftrait I was hum- 
bled, even to weeping. A fympathizing ex- 
perienced friend came to me, and fpake af- 
ledionately, bidding me not to be caft down, 
for it was heard with gladnefs that it was in 
my heart to vifit thofe meetings ; and that if I 
lived, and did well, I muft meet with greater 
trials. I fuppofe friends of thofe meetings 
knew more of me than I expedted, for I had 
carefully attended meetings of difcipline fe- 
veral years, and had been fometimes adtive 
therein : the meetings were generally pretty 

Ml 
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full, and I believe truth owned my fervice. 
In this little journey friends were very kind 
to me, and I was afraid too free in manifcft- 
ing of it. Indeed there are many indulgent 
nurfes, many forward inftruftors, but too 
few fathers in the church; who, having 
been acquainted with him the Great Alpha 
in their tender beginning, and by dwelling 
in his holy counfel and^ fear, Tiave the care 
of the members at heart, and in the wifdom 
of truth know how to inftrud:, advife, and 
condudl themfelves towards fuch who arc 
called to the Lord's work, according to their 
feveral difpolitions, growths, and gifts re- 
ceived; in order that they might be preferved 
growing in and by him, the Alpha, expe- 
riencing him, their beginning, to be with 
them, and to be the Omega in their conclu- 
fion; the Firft and the Laft, all in all, the 
Lord God over all, blefled in himfelf and 
the Son of his love, our holy High Prieft 
and Inftruftor. For want of proper caution 
herein fome have valued themfelves above 
what they ought, and thereby reduced their 
credit with others. 

In the fummer following I felt a fecrct 
gentle draft to vifit the meetings in the back 
parts of Chefter, Philadelphia and Bucks 
counties; which continuing with me, and 
my brother-in-law William Brown having 
the like concern, we acquainted friends at 
our monthly-meeting, late in the fall of the 
year, and had their concurrence, and I bc- 
D 1 licve 
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lieve their good wiflies for us. So in the 
tenth month, 1736, we proceeded, and went 
to Gofhen, Radnor, and to a general meet- 
ing at Haverford, and to an evening meeting 
at a fchool-houfe in Upper Merion, and over 
Schuylkill to Plymouth : we had good fatif- 
fadlion moftly. I could fee that my brother 
grew in his gift ; and after one of the meet- 
ings, a well-meaning friend told me that I 
was a feer, and knew the ftates of people 
better than they could inform me, at which 
I felt fome fecret pleafure, yet not without 
(as I thought) an humble fear, knowing 
that flattery or unguarded commendation, if 
liftened to, is a kind of poifon to young 
minifters, and fometimes makes them fwell 
beyond the'proper fize. At Plymouth I had 
an open meeting, and it feemed to me as if 
what I had to fay was received freely by the 
people, and after meeting I was filled with 
joy to fuch a degree that I wept, and dropped 
behind my company (to keep undifcovered) 
in our going to a friend's houfe ; inwardly 
praying that it might be taken from me, for 
I feared that, by the natural part in me, it 
was taken to excefs. Next day we had a 
fmall meeting in Job Pugh's houfe, where I 
thought I faw the ftates of particulars very 
clear, and had fomething to fay, which per- 
haps I delivered in too ftrong terms, confi- 
dering.my age and experience in the mi- 
niftry : a becoming fear and modefty in cx- 
preffion is very ornamental and fafe for mi- 
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hifters, both young and old. After meeting 
we went home with Edward Evans to North 
Wales, who converfed but little with us, 
but was grave and folid, and therein a good 
example to me; for fometimes young minif- 
ters hurt themfelves by too much talking, 
and draw from others of like freedom things 
not convenient for them to hear. The next 
day we were at North Wales meeting, which 
was large, being firft day. My brodier Wil- 
liam Brown appeared in the fore part, and 
had good fervice; afterwards I Aood up, with 
a large and good opening as I thought, but 
found hard work, and fat down again with- 
out much relief, which being a little unu- 
fual, I ventured to ftand up again, and, with 
a zeal that exceeded my childifli knowledge, 
laid on fome ftrokes with the ftrength of 
the man's part more than with the hum- 
bling power of truth : for if we deliver 
Jiard things to the people, we ihould ever re- 
member that we are flefh and blood, and by 
nature fubjedt to the fame frailties. This 
would lead us clofely to attend to the pow- 
er, and to minifter. only in the ability of 
truth, in the meeknefs, gentlenefs, and wif- 
dom which it infpires. I ibon fat down 
again, and in a moment felt myfelf left in 
great darknefs, and friends broke up the 
meeting in a minute or two after, which I 
foon thought was rather unkind, as it feemed 
to fhew a publick diflike, when a private ad- 
moaition, which I believed was my due, 
D 4 would 
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would have anfwcred the end better. But 
when I knew they held an afternoon meet- 
ing, I judged I had infringed on, the time, 
and the weight of the trial fettled ftill deeper 
on my mind. In the afternoon I fat lilent, 
and was very much dejeded, and my good 
friend Evan Evans, an experienced minifter 
and father in the church, bid me be fteady 
and inward, looking to the Lord, who 
knew how to deal with his children, and 
gently cdrredt, as well when they went too 
faft as too flow. This fatherly tender hint 
fully opened my eyes; for before I was in 
fome doubt wherein I had miffed : I now be- 
lieved he faw I was too zealous and for- 
ward, and believed alfo that he had judg- 
ment of truth, this was enough for ine; I 
abhorred myfelf, and was in great fear that 
I (hould not be forgiven. Another friend 
told me, that I only felt an oppofing fpirit in 
fome, whofe ftates had been remarkably fpo- 
fcen to by me, and defired me not to be too 
much caft down, for I had the mind of 
truth. This, inftead of relieving, rather 
added to my affliftion ; for I faw it would 
have a tendency, if heeded, to take me from 
tinder the hand of the Lord, which was 
heavy upon me j and fomething in me faid> 

* Let God be true, and ievery man a liar;' 

* keep to the witnefd in thine own heart ; 

* attend to the Spirit of Truth there, and 

* mind its reproof.' Man, through natural 
affection and'-fympathy, may err> and admi- 

nifter 
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nifter falfe inftruftion, but the other pro- 
ceeds from the God of Truth. I would 
have given all that I had to have been at 
home ; for I greatly feared that I fhould 
bring a reproach on the truth, the honour 
whereof was dear to me. I hid my diftrefs 
as much as poffible, and proceeded to attend 
meetings with my brother, whom I greatly 
preferred, and was afraid to difcourage by 
my complaints. 

We were at a meeting at Skippack, and 
at another at Perkioming or New Providence, 
in each whereof I had fo much light and 
underftanding as to offer a few words, but 
the fervice lay chiefly on my brother. From 
thence we went to Oley, where I had a few 
things to deliver in a friend's houfe in an 
evening, fitting with his family, which was 
large. The friend in great tendernefs ob- 
fervfed afterward, that revelation was not 
ceafed^ for their ftates were very exaftly 
ipoken toj at which I marvelled, for I was 
greatly reduced, and thought myfelf one of 
the pooreft and moft unqualified that ever 
travelled in that great fervice in which we 
were now engaged. This difpenfatioft, though 
ibrrowful to wade through, was very hum- 
bling and profitable to me, who perhaps 
but a little before was ready to thiiik I knew 
fbmething about preaching, but now knew 
nothing, that I might more fully underftand 
that he who thinketh of himfelf " he know- 
** cth any thiiigi knowcth nothing as he 

*^ ought 
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** ought to know;" to wit, that all pure 
knowledge is fealed up in him who is the 
Fountain of Wifdom and Knowledge, to be 
only opened by himfelf to his dependant 
children, by the revelation of his own Spi- 
rit, when and to whom he pleafes. 

From hence wje went to Maiden Creek, 
and to Richland in Bucks county, being flill 
low in my mind, yet favoured for a few mi- 
nutes in meetings, in which I had a few 
ientences, and then was clofed up again. I 
was like one who having learned a few things 
or rules in literal knowledge, was again 
turned back again to his beginning. 

From thence we went td Plumftead in 
Bucks county, (here I was rather more en- 
larged) and to Buckingham, Wrightftown, 
Falls, Middletown, Briftol, and over on the 
ice to Burlington in New Jerfey, the wea- 
ther being exceeding cold, and came back 
again on the ice over Delaware the fame 
evening to Briftol, and thence proceeded to 
By berry and Horfham meetings; and by this 
time I was relieved from the depreffion of 
ipirit I felt before, yet was under an hum- 
ble reverftnt fear, not forgetting the meeting at 
North Wales : I v/as in fome degree again ad- 
mitted to behold the lifting up of the Heavenly 
Father's countenance, which makes the fo- 
litary rejoice. • From Horfham we went to a 
meeting appointed at William HallowcU's. 
The company of the man who undertook to 
fhew us the way not being agreeable, we 

perfuaded 
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pcrfuaded him to return, and fo were left, 
not knowing the way to the houfe, which 
made me very thoughtful, left we (hould 
mifs our way, and friends would then be 
blamed for negleft of duty towards us. As 
I was thus pondering in my mind a faith 
arofe that Providence could diredt, and that 
moment I beheld the track of a man who 
had croffed the road we were in, and felt a 
fudden turn of mind to follow the fame, 
which made me quite eafy. It brought us 
to a field, where we found the fence down 
on bbth fides, and led to the houfe where 
friends were gathered, and we were not dif- 
covered to be without a guide ; for which I 
was thankful, believing it to be the fecret 
diredion of kind Providence, and not barely 
chance. I relate this with a view to excite 
fuch as may meet with difficulties to rely on 
him alone who can fhew the way, and give 
faith to follow; but man muft be humble 
and quiet in mind, to underftand the inward 
gentle fenfe that truth favours with. This 
fmall gathering was owned in a good degree 
with the Divine prefence. 

From thence we pafled to Abington and 
Frankfort meetings, and to Philadelphia; and 
after vifiting of thofe meetings we turned to 
Germantown, and fo over Schuylkill to Me- 
rion meeting, where we met our worthy 
friend John Fothergill, who had great and 
good fervice therein, with whom my bro- 
ther William Brown returned to Philadel- 
phia, 
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phia^ to the quarterly-meeting, which begait 
next day; and while he was abfent from me, 
I attended Springfield and Newtown meet- 
ings^ when he again came to me. We at- 
tended fome other meetings until our quar- 
terly-meeting began, at which was our 
friend John Cadwalader from Horfliam, who 
had good fervice. After which I returned 
home, and was glad to fit with friends in 
our own meeting, wherein I did not fee it 
was my place to fay much, but by example 
to recommend filence. 

Early this fpring (1737) the Lord was 
pleafed to try me with poverty and inward 
want, which brought me into great fearch- 
ings of heart, and fecret enquiry into the 
caufe; but I could not underftarid that I had 
wilfully difobeyed, neither flood convidled 
in my mind for doing amifs; but my po- 
verty and inward want increafed, with dif- 
tfefs and doubting to that degree, that I be- 
gan to fear I had miftaken, and took error 
for truth, and in my own imagination formed 
a religion, and for the rebellion of my youth 
was fufFered to go on until now; and all 
that ever I had done was brought into judg- 
ment and reduced to nothing ; and the ene- 
my endeavoured to ftir me up to impatience, 
and to perfuade me that my tranfgreflions 
would never be forgiven. Many days of 
forrow and nights of fore diftrefs I paflfed 
through, and began to defpair of^ ever be- 
holding 
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holding the light of the Heavenly counte- 
nance lifted up towards me again. 

Towards the laft of the third month I 
went to Sadfbury, to fettle a difpute about 
the bounds of land ; and having fomething 
to do near Samuel Nutt's iron works on 
French Creek, as I Was going thither, being 
alone, and my inward forrow and diftreis 
very great, I thought I would *now endea- 
vour to vent it, were it but in mournful 
groans; and drawing in my breath, in order 
to vent it in a groan, my inward anguiih 
feemed to burn like fire, and I was inftantly 
ftaid from breaking forth; for I was per- 
fuaded my paflion of grief, if given way 
unto, would go beyond bounds, to the tear- 
ing of my cloaths, if no further : my heart 
not being tender, I could not weep, which 
brought me to a more calm paufe than I had 
known for fome time, and therein was ready 
to fay. Can the good hand be ftill near to 
ftay me ? O that I may have patience given, 
and refolution ftrengthened to continue feek- 
ing, and if at laft I fhould perifh, that it 
may be at his footftool ! For a fmall fpace 
I had fome hope of beholding again him 
whom my foul once loved above all things; 
but in a few miles riding it began to loqk 
pleafant to me to go into fome remote place, 
where I fhould not be known. When re- 
fle<fting thus — ^what ! abandon mine acquaint- 
ance! violate my marriage covenant, and 
leave my dear^fl conned:ions ! I fuddenly 

knew 



46 The LIFE and TRAVELS 

knew this. profpe^St of pleafure was from tho 
evil one, and fomething in me abhorred it 
as wicked, and as it were clofed my eyes 
therefrom; fo that evening I w^ent to the 
houfe of a former intimate acquaintance to 
lodge, who received me kindly, and in the 
evening brought a book containing fome af- 
tFonomical problems, and began to converfc^ 
very freely thereon, fuppofing it v^ould be 
pleafant to me as aforetime; but I was heavy 
in my fpirit, and inwardly thoughtful about 
fomething of another nature, and he foon 
perceiving his converfation on that fubjedt 
was difagreeable, propofed my going to bed, 
as fitteft for a weary man, judging that to 
be my prefent ailment ; I was glad of the 
offer, and immediately accepted thereof. I 
now faw clearly that when my mind was 
turned from delighting in that wherein our 
former friendfhip confifted, my company 
was rather unpleafant to hira. I foon left 
his houfe in the morning, difpatched my 
biifinefs, and returned home with as much 
Ipeed as I could, without the leaft inclination 
to go elfewhere. I believe my prayer was, 
heard, for I had patience granted to me ; I 
lay granted, becaufe no man can endue him- ' 
lelf therewith, and I think my diftrefs gra- 
dually abated after the time aforementioned. 
When one has fafted, and fuffered the 
want of natural food for a long feafon, men 
of prudence will portion out the food they 
^ive to fuch with care, that ftrength may 
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be increafed and the conftltution preferved 
healthful and found. The Lord, whofe 
love and care to his children doth far exceed 
that of any natural parent to his ofFspringj^ 
dealt with me in his tender mercy, giving 
at times, by the gentle touches of his love, 
to feel that he had not forfaken me, which 
in a few minutes would be again withdrawn; 
but, though of fhort continuance, was fuffi- 
cient for me to own it was worth all my 
forrowful longing for; and hereby he was 
pleaied to let me experimentally know the 
value of heavenly bread by the want of it. 
Having food and raiment, I was now taught 
to be therewith content : the renewing of 
heavenly favour, and the covering of the 
Holy Spirit, fo as to be admitted to ftand 
before him in humble reverence with gra- 
cious acceptance, was all my foul craved. I 
neither wanted this man's gift, nor the other 
man's popularity and eloquence, but to be in 
mercy admitted into the number of his fa- 
mily, and occupying mine own gift to his 
honour alone that gave it. When Peter was 
examined by his Lord, whom he had denied 
through fear, ** Loveft thou me more than 
*' thefe?" the third time anfwered, '' Thou 
** knoweft all things, thou knoweft that I 
^^ love thee," he did npt anfwer the quef- 
tion in its full extent, viz. more than tbefe^ 
with refpe<3: to the reft of the difciples, who 
had not denied their Lord and Matter, a$ 
Peter had done, who was neverthelefs looked 

upon 
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upon with forgiving compaflion, and there- 
fore had need to love in proportion. Per- 
haps his honeft confeflion and appeal to his 
Mafter's knowledge might fhorten his an- 
fwer. His threefold charge of feeding the 
fheep and lambs of his Lord was neceflary, 
to gain his diligent attention to the work of 
him whom he had three times denied : he to 
whom much is forgiven loveth much, if he 
is not ungrateful. No marvel that I met 
with this trial of my love and aifedtion, who 
fo often (not through fear, but tjie deiirc 
of indulging my creaturely will) had denied 
or negled:ed to follow my Lord and Mafter, 
who had fo early made me acquainted with 
his will, and who now had paiTed by mine 
offences, and called me to work in his vine- 
yard. Now I was made thankful for favours 
which before had been fcarcely owned as 
fuch : for to be preferved inwardly watchful, 
and quietly refigned to wait upon the Lord^ 
though we partake not of immediate confo- 
Tation by the renewing of life, is a great 
bleffing, for which we ought to be thank- 
ful, as we cannot ftay our own minds, nor 
curb our thoughts. And I did believe that 
labour was healthful, created an appetite, 
and fwjcetened the relifh of reft and food in 
a fpiritual as well as natural fenfe, and there- 
fore I wanted not to eat the bread of idle^ 
nefs, and live on the labour of others. 

After this trial, which continued moft of 
the fummer, I was much favoured with the 

incomes 
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incomes of Divine Love and Life, and in 
the winter following vifited moft of the 
meetings in Chefter county, and fome few 
in Philadelphia county. The weather was 
very cold, being about the middle of the 
tenth month when I fet out, and in my 
journey went to vifit a worthy friend who 
was indifpofed, and lodged at his houfe; 
and as we fat together in the evening he 
afked me why I chofe the winter feafon to 
vifit my friends, for many infirm folks could 
hardly attend meetings, and faid he was 
fometimes ready to query whether publick 
friends do not take that time to ferve their 
Mailer, becaufe they could do but little for 
themfelves. I was thoughtful and low in 
my mind before, and had fome reafoning, 
whether it had not been better that I had 
ilaid at home, than ventured out on the fer- 
vice at that time of the year. Though I 
thought I had an engagement fufficient 
when I fet out, this query of his made me 
more thoughtful, and added to my reafon- 
ing ; but I foon recovered ftrength, and it 
came fre/h in my mind to alk him whe- 
ther friends could eat to fupply and fuftain 
their bodies in the fummer, and partake alfo 
of fpiritual food for their fouls in that fea- 
fon, fo as not to labour in the winter, and 
care for the fuftcnancc of their bodies ; or 
alTemble and attend n^etings to worihip and 
wait upon God ibr fpiritual food for thdir 
f^nU? He acknowledged I had by this 

E query 
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query fatisfied him to the full, and faid he 
was glad of my vifit, and hoped his talking 
as he did would not difcourage me ; for I 
believe he faw it brought a damp over me at 
firft. This anfwer I believe was given to 
me for mine own help, and was encourage- 
ment to me through this journey, in which 
I had moft of the time Joftiua Johnfon of 
Londongrove for a companion, who was 
very agreeable, and in my return home I felt 
great peace. 



CHAP. IL 

His journey with Robert Jordan to the Wes- 
tern part of Maryland in the year 1738. 
Alfo to the ^arterly -meeting at Shrewjbury 
in New yerfey — And with John Hunt 
through that province — His vijit to the 
Eajiern Jhore of Maryland — His journey to 
Fairfax and Hopewell in Virginia^ in com- 
pany with a committee of friends — And a 
fecond time to the Eajiern Jhore of Mary^ 
land, with John Cadwalader and companion 
^—And his vift to New-England, in com^ 
pany with Samuel Hopwood, in 1742* 

IN the fummer following I went with 
Robert Jordan to Weft-river yearly- 
meeting, in Maryland, and we vifited moft 
of the meetings of friends in that province, 
and his company was profitably inftruftive 

to 
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to me, who was but young in the miniftry. 
I think I knew him well : he had a good 
gift of the miniftry, and was highly favoured 
in the living openings of truth, but was 
often low in mind, and very humble in fpi- 
rit. One time, as we were riding together, 
he lagged behind for feveral miles; I aiked 
him why he rode fo flow, he made no reply, 
whereupon I ftopped until he came up : his 
countenance was folid, and looked as if he 
had been weeping; I alkc4 what ailed him. 
After fome time he told me that he had been 
thinking of the great favours which man 
partook of, particularly in being placed over 
the beafts of the field, and how eafily they 
were broke and made fubjed: to his will; 
what a fmall turn with the bridle would 
put thiem to the right hand or the left, and 
on a gentle motion would amend or flacken 
their pace, at the will or pleafure of the ri- 
der ; and that man, the moft noble and in- 
telligent creature, Ihould fo far negleft the 
duty of a willing fubjedtion to his Maker, 
who fo highly has favoured him with tem- 
poral bleffings, and the knowledge of hea- 
venly things. I had been at that meeting 
about three years before, having had fome 
bufinefs to do for a friend of mine on the 
Eaftern fhore of Chefapeak, and crofled over 
the bay to the Weftern ihore, and was at the 
yearly- meeting ; and being grieved at the 
conduct of fome of the elders, whofe age, 
if they had kept to the truth, and had been 
£ 2 zealous 
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zealous for the honour thereof, would have 
made them better examples, 1 fpoke my 
mind plainly to them, but not without pro- 
per caution (as I thought) both with refpedt 
to my youth and their age; but fbme feemed 
a little warmed thereby, and afked for my 
certificate, if I had any. I honeftly told 
them the principal bufinefs that brought me 
from home was temporal, which having ac- 
commodated, I thought I might attend that 
meeting without offence, if I did not mif- 
behave myfelf. William Richardfon defired 
friends to confider what I had faid, for he 
believed if they did they would perceive the 
young man had a certificate with him, that 
might anfwer for one of a neighbouring pro- 
vince to attend fuch a meeting. 

It may not be unfeafonable to relate that 
in the year 1736, one night, as I lay in bed, 
my mind was uncommonly afFefted with the 
incomes of Divine Love and Life, and there- 
in I had a view of the churches in New- 
Jerfey, with a clear profpedt that I fhould 
vifit them : and in that profpfed: and the 
itrength of affedtion which I then felt, I Md 
in my heart. It is enough, I will prepare for 
the journey as foon as I can hear of a fuit- 
able compatiion ; for I do not *xpe6t that I 
Khali have a cieater fight than I now have. 
I fgon heard of a friend who had a vifit to 
Kew-Jerfey feeforc him; I fpoke to him 
la'bout my concern ; he let me know that he 
iknew of a companion, and they ha:d agreed 

upon 
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upon a time to proceed. After I had men- 
tioned it to him and fome other friends, my 
concern feemed to die away; but I remem- 
bered the refolution that I took up, and that 
I then had thought I would not look to be 
bidden again ; and was fearful fomething had 
drawn my mind from the proper attention 
to that opening, which was the reafon it 
feemed to go off; but the more I ftrove to 
look after it, the duller it grew. I then forely 
repented that I had fpoken about it, and 
thought it fhould be a warning to me in fu- 
ture : for I began to fee there was a differ- 
ence between feeing what was to be done, 
and being bidden to do the thing fhewn. 
. efides this, I had to confider there was a 
/ 1/tne to bud, a time to bloffom, a time for 
I uit to fet and appear, and a time for it to 
^*^pen. 

**'^'ssoiii4i. ^^^ ^^ *^^ ^^^^ P^^' ^^ *^^ winter, 1738, 
* thought it feemed to revive, and when I 

aw John Hunt, a friend from England, I 
)elieved I fhould go with him when he 
vent through New-Jerfey, and told him 
v^hat I thought, at which he rejoiced, for 
ve were nearly united. So we appointed a 
:ime to meet at Philadelphia, and when we 
bad fo far concluded, being about fix weeks 
beforehand, my concern, as I thought, foon 
withered away, and I began to be in great 
fear that I had been again too forward there- 
in ; but after fome tim^ of humbling exer- 
tjife-Qn that account, the Lord, v/hom I 

E 3 feared. 
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feared, from the love with which he was 
pleafed to enrich my heart, gave me to re- 
member, that when I made the appointment 
with my friend, it was in his fear, and great 
abafement of felf, and, as I had feen clearly 
to make the appointment, it was my place 
to attend in humble reliance on him for 
ability to perform the embaflyj for the 
Lord, who calleth and fendeth forth his 
own, will alfo provide all things convenient 
for them. 

When the time came, I fet forward very 
poor and needy, which continued until we 
entered our fervice. We took a few meet- 
ings before our general fpring meeting, and 
after attending that we went to Woodberry, 
Piles-grove, Salem, Alloways-creek, Cohan- 
fie, and fo to Cape May, and had fome clofe 
work, but in the main fatisfaftory to our- 
felves at leaft. After having feveral meetings 
at and near the Capes, we went to Great- 
Egg-harbour, and had a meeting there, and 
another at the houfe of our friend Japhet 
Leeds, and fo over the Marfhes to Little- 
Egg-^harbour river, and had two meetings 
with friends, in one of which I ftood up 
with a large opening, as I thought; but after 
a fhort introdudtion it clofed up, and I fat 
down again, which was fome mortification 
to me as a man, though very profitable, be- 
ing thereby taught to know that he that 
would fpeak as the oracle of God muft, un- 
der the gentle burden of the word, in hum- 

' blc 
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ble fear wait for wifdom, utterance and abi- 
lity, to perform the fervice to the edifica- 
tion of the church and his own inward 
peace, and not to look after large and fpe- 
cious openings, fometimes defirable to the 
creaturely part, both in ourfelves and others, 
which muft fuffer famine. 

At one of the meetings in thefe parts, 
coming very early, a friend belonging there- 
to invited us to go to his houfe, not far off, 
and he would put up our horfes to hay 
during the time of the meeting, faying, that 
we muft go to his houfe to dine; but I felt 
a ftop in my mind, and told him that our 
horfes could ftand very well there until after 
meeting. It fo fell out that neither of us 
faid any thing in the meeting, which never- 
thelefs was to us fatisfadlory ; for we had a 
fenfe, that the people had been fed with 
words, and had a hunger thereafter, more 
than for the inftrudion of the pure word of 
JPower and Life nigh in the heart and mouth, 
that they might not only hear it, but be 
found doers thereof. After the meeting no 
one afked us to dine, but went away and left 
us, and had it not beep for the care of our 
kind guide, that came from the meeting we 
were laft at, we fhould have been at a lofs 
to have got forward. I mention this to fhew 
how unacceptable filence is to fuch whofe 
ears itch after words. 

From hence we went through the defert 

to Upper Springfield, where we. had a fatif- 

E 4 , factory 
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faftory meeting; then taking the meetings 
northward to Stonybrook and Trenton, we 
returned to Bordentown, and fo crofled De- 
laware. Some of the meetings were large, 
and very fatisfad:ory under the owning of 
truth, the power whereof Was in dominion, 
and the name of the Lord praifed, who is 
worthy for ever ; and fome were remarkably 
elofe and hard, which made me remember a 
faying of that experienced minifter and elder 
John Fothergill, that, * When he was firft 

* in this country, he had fome extraordinary 

* meetings hereaway, the people being in- 

* duftrious in a natural as well as fpiritual 

* fenfe, fome of whom were now removed, 

* and their children pofTefled the temporal 

* eftates of their fathers ; and though their 
^ outward habitations looked fpacious, their 

* meetings for worlhip were dull and heavy, 

* by reafon of a worldly fpirit, and their 

* indifference about heavenly treafure/ One 
meeting which we were at was remarkably 
hard; my companion John Hunt was ex- 
ceedingly exercifed, under a fenfe that the 
people were too rich, full, and whole in 
their own eyes,» He fat the meeting through, 
and fuifered in filence; but I had fomething 
to fay very clofc and particular, and felt a 
degree of the ftrength and power of truth to 
clear myfelf in an innocent and loving man- 
ner, and, remembering they were brethren* 
did not preach myfelf out of charity to- 
wards them, apd fo had pe^c. We went 

homq 
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home with an elderly friend, who, in a ftcrn 
manner, aflced me from whence I came, and 
faid I was a ftranger to him. I anfwered 
him with a cheerful boldnefs. He afked me 
what my calling was; I told him hufbandry. 
He farther queried if I was ufed to fplitting 
of wood; I let him know 1 had pradlifed it for 
many years. He again afked me, if I knew 
the meaning of a common faying of thofe 
who were ufed to that bufincfs, * 'Tis foft 

* knocks muft enter hard blocks:' I told 
him I knew it well; but there was fome 
old wood, that was rather decayed at heart, 
and to ftrike with a foft or gentle blow at 
a wedge in fuch blocks, would drive it to 
the head without rending them, and the la- 
bour would be loft, when a few fmart lively 
ftrokes would burft them afunder. Where- 
upon he laid his hand on my fhoulder, fay- 
ing, * Well, my lad^ I perceive thou art 

* born for a warrior, and I commend thee/ 
And thus we came off better than we ex- 
pedted ; for I thought he pointed at my fer- 
vice that day. He was ever afterward very 
loving to me, and I was inwardly thankful 
that the Lord was near to me, for which I 
praife his facred name ! To be becomingly 
bold in the caufe of truth, at times is parti- 
cularly neceiTary; otherwife the weight of 
the teftimony thereof would be leflcned, and 

* a carping fpirit fet over it. 

From Bordentowrt we went to Plumftead, 
in Buqks-county, 2^ on a firft day had a 

pretty 
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pretty good mpcting, and to a monthly- 
meeting at Buckingham, then to Wrights- 
town, the Falls, and Middletown, which 
meetings were in a good degree fatisfadlory, 
the reaches of the Power of Truth heing 
felt to extend, for which we were thankful. 
Though in fome of them there is too great 
a want of faithful members to put the dif- 
cipline in praftice againft thofe that were 
diforderly, and thereby brought a reproach 
on the truth. We then went to Philadel- 
phia, and next day to Chefler, from whence 
I went home the fame day. 

In the fall of the year 1740, Ihad fome 
drawings in my mind to attend the quarter- 
ly-meeting at Shrewlbury, and was at leve- 
ral meetings on my way thither; at one of 
which a friend appeared, who I thought had 
good fervice in the fore part of his teftimo- 
ny; but as truth did not rile into dominion 
fo high as he expefted, perhaps in tpomuch 
zeal and creaturely warmth, he laid on^a 
little too fail, and continued until the life ra- 
ther abated, and fome tender minds were hurt. 
For it often happens, that fuch to whom 
hard things belong, will put them off, and 
thofe who are more tender, and leaft deferv- 
ing of fuch dodirine, will take it to them- 
felves, to their own hurt. Oh ! how care- 
ful minifters ought to be whilft they are in 
their fervice, that they may be favoured with 
an inward feeling fenfe of the ftates to which 
they minifter, and be influenced with Wif- 

dQJA 
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dom from above, to divide ^he word aright, 
in mecknefs, gentlenefs, and holy fear, then 
truth will have its owrl ^feeight, authority, 
and power. After the friend fat down, it 
became the concern of another, in a few 
Words, as it were to number the flain, ind 
fearch for the wounded, and fet clofe and 
hard things where they belonged, by defcrib- 
ing their feveral difpofitions in choofing and 
refufing to take hard things. Afterwards, 
being in company with the friend above 
hinted, and he being down in his mind, 
and perhaps not fully knowing the caufe, 
aiked me what I thought of the meeting, to 
^which I was not forward to anfwer. He 
faid, *Tell. nie what! have done »this day.' 
Whereupon I aflced^him privately, *and in a 
pleafant manner, what Gideon did to the 
men, of Succoth; Jud. viii, 16. at which 
he was greatly humbled, fully underftanding 
what I meant, and did not in the leafl: refent 
the hint; which I thought was truly great 
in him, and very becoming a minifter : for 
if we would inftrudt others, we fhould be 
examplary in taking inftrudtion ourfelves 
when neceflary. 

On my way falling in company with Ro- 
bert Jordan, we had a freedom to propofe a 
meeting to the Anabaptifts at Middletown, 
to which they readily confented, and wq 
had a profitable opportunity with them in 
their meeting-houle, and on the fame even- 
ing a meeting at the houfe of Hugh Hartf- 

home. 
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hornc, to which fevcral Baptifts came. This 
was a time of favour, and I hope of fer- 
vice; it was concluded by Robert Jordan in 
folemn prayer and thankfgiving to the Lord, 
who is worthy for ever and ever. Juft as 
the meeting broke up, I felt myfelf poor 
and inwardly weak, to as great a degree as 
ever I had done, and looking towards my 
faid friend, I faw he was in the fame condi- 
tion; for it feemed as if we had hardly 
ftrength to ftand : but a query of our dear 
Lord's can^ fuddenly into my rnind> and 
miniftered relief, viz. *' Who hath touched 
** me ?" Whereupon, leaning toward my com- 
panion, I repeated it to him^ being my. be- 
lief that it was as much for his relief as my 
own. He underftood the meaning inftantly, 
without further explanation, and was there- 
by alfo relieved. Perhaps fome, who may 
hereafter perufe thefe lines, may think this 
is too bold for a mortal man to mention; 
but having by a degree of experience known, 
that when the healing virtue of truth, from 
the holy Phyfician of Souls, has flowed 
through an humble fervant, to the relief of 
fome of the infirm and poor amongft the 
people, who have followed phyficians of no 
value, and fpent all their living thereby, and 
no cure wrought, notwithftanding virtue has 
gone through them, as inftruments or con- 
duits, they have felt inwardly weak for a 
time, that in humble abafcment of foul they 
might be taught to acknowledge, that the 

king. 
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kingdom, power, and glory, doth belong to 
him alone, who is God over all, biefled for 
ever and ever. 

From thence we went to William Hartf- 
horne's, at Sandy-hook, and fo to the quar- 
terly-meeting at Shrewfbury, which was 
large in the feveral fittings, in which was 
felt the power of truth in a good degree ; 
but many loofe and rude people of the 
neighl>ourhood, and parts adjacent, coming 
together at fuch times, to drink, caroufe, and 
ride races, are very hurtful to each other, 
and difturbing to friends. Then going 
homeward, I had feveral meetings on the 
way, and enjoyed great inward peace, and 
could therefore rejoice, and afcribe the praife 
to the Lord, who had called and enabled me 
to perform this fervice. 

Having a concern on my mind M vifit the 
meetings of friends on the Eaftern (hore in 
Maryland, I laid it before our monthly- 
meeting, and obtained a certificate on the 
tenth month; my brother-in-law, James 
Brown, bearing me company ; and we were 
at Ca&cil monthly-meeting, held at Chefter, 
in the eleventh month. Before meeting a 
friend informed me, that he thought it would 
be beft for me to crofs Chefter river, and go 
dire<a:ly fouthward. I told him it might be 
fo, but I could fay little to it at prefent. 
But fome friends confulting about it, and 
one being there who lived near the meeting- 
houfe in Queen Ann's county, they thougHt 

he 
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he could give notice on firft.day to feveral 
meetings. So a friend ventured to fpeak pub- 
lickly thereof at the clofe of the meeting for 
worfliip, without letting me know what he 
intended to do. I had been uncommonly 
diftrefled as I fat in the meeting, from an 
apprehenfion that but few of the friends be- 
longing to that particular meeting were there, 
and when he publifhed where it was propofed 
I fliould be the enfuing week, I felt my mind 
opened and turned another way, and ftood up 
and told friends, that I did believe they thought 
it inoft for my eafe to lay out the meetings 
after that manner; but if friends at that par- 
ticular meeting would favour me fo far as to 
meet there next day, I fhould be glad to fit 
with them, provided they would pleafe to 
let other friends and neighbours, who were 
abfent, know of it: for if I had a right 
fenfe, there were feveral members not pre- 
fent, and I fhould be willing to be at Caecil 
meeting on firft day, and Saflafrafs on fecond 
day, which was diredtly back, and therefore 
told them it feemed eafieft to my mind,- 
though it would occafion more riding. This 
being agreed to, we had a much larger meet- 
ing next day; for many before were abfent, 
as I had thought, and I had a full opportu- 
nity to difcharge myfelf toward the luke- 
warm and indifferent, and diforderly walk- 
ers, and had peace, I vifited feveral families 
on fevcnth day to good fatisfadtion, and was 
at Caecil meeting on firfl day^ and the next 

day 
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day at Saflafrafs, and had to believe it was 
by the fecret direiSion of the good Shepherd, 
who never faileth his dependent children, 
that I was turned this way : for he was 
pleafed to own my fervice in thefe meetings 
by his prefence in a good degree, to the 
praife of his own name, which is worthy 
for ever. From thence we pafled over the 
head of Chefter, by the bridge, John Brown- 
ing, a friend from Saffafrafs, going with us 
as a guide, who fome time before had been 
convinced of the blefled Truth by the in- 
ward operation of the Holy Spirit, without 
any inftrumental means. He had been a 
member of the church of England, fo called, 
and for his fobriety was chofen a veftry- 
man ; but after a time felt a fcruple in his 
mind about taking off his hat when he en- 
tered the church-yard, fo called, fearing it 
was a fuperftitious adoration of the ground, 
from its fuppofed holinefs ; but would take 
it oiFwhen.he entered the worfhip houfe, 
and walk uncovered to his pew : but after a 
time he could not uncover his head, till what 
they call Divine Service began ; which, as 
he kept inwardly attentive to the fcruple in 
his mind, became very lifelefs to him, who 
was inwardly feeking for fubftance and life, 
and therefore wfithdrew therefrom, and after 
fome time went to one of our meetings, ra- 
ther out of curiofity than expecting any^ 
good, but felt himfelf owned, and had a 
tafte of the peace which the world cannot 

give. 
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give, and from that time became a coiiftant 
attender of our meetings. 

We had a meeting at Queen Ann's, a- 
mongft a people who, for want of keeping 
to the life of religion, had almoft loft the 
form. In converfation at a certain houfe in 
the evening, I aiked a friend whether (he 
was a friend's child, or one convinced of our 
principles. Her reply was, that when (he 
was young flie lived at a friend's houfe> and 
took a notion of going to meeting with 
them, which ftie had done ever fince* Alas ! 
when notion changes the will, and not that 
faith which works by love to the purifying 
of the heart, the religion is without reform- 
ation, empty, and dead. From theiice we 
went to Tuckaho meeting, and the weather 
being very cold, and rivers frozen up, feve- 
ral mafters of veflels and failors came there, 
and divers others, people of fafhion, with 
gay cloathing. In the fore part of the meet- 
ing there was an appearance made which 
grieved me, for my heart yearned towards 
the people. The words that he began with 
were, " Wo, wo, to the crown of pride, 
** and drunkards in Ephraim/' and with 
very little application fat down. It appeared 
to me as if the appearance of gaiety had 
jfired the creaturely zeal, which was the 
chief motion to this fliort fermon. This, 
with the cold wind blowing in at the door, 
much unfettled the meeting, it being at the 
timte when that remarkable fnow fdl, which 

laid 
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laid fo long in deep drifts this winter. 
Whereupon I defired the door might be (hut, 
which being done, the houfe became more 
comfortable, and the meeting fettled, and I 
ftood up with an heart filled with aiFed:ion, 
having that paiTage of fcripture before me, 
in which the apoftle declared the univerfality 
of the Love of God; *' I perceive of a 
" truth that God is no refpe<5ter of perfons,'* 
&c. and was much enlarged thereon, to my 
own admiration, and I believe fatisfadlion 
of the people. The meeting ended fweetly 
with thankfgiving and prayer to the Lord, 
for the continuance of his mercy, who is 
the alone author of all good, and worthy of 
adoration and worfhip for ever ! After which, 
we attended the feveral neighbouring meet- 
ings, though very fevere cold weather, and 
the houfes being very open, and unprovided 
with the means of keeping them warm, of 
yrhich there is too manifeft a negled: in thofe 
parts, they were uncomfortable and unfet- 
tied. In this journey my companion ap- 
peared in a few words in feveral families and 
meetings. We reached home juft before our 
quarterly-meeting in the twelfth month. 

In this journey, travelling in Talbot 
county, an elderly man afked us if we faw 
fbme pofts ftanding, pointing to them, and 
added, the firft meeting George Fox had oii 
this fide of Chefepeak Bay, was held in a 
tobacco-houfe there, which was then new ; 
the pofts that were ftanding were made of 

F walnut* 
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walnut. At which John Browning above- 
mentioned rode to them, and fat on his horfc 
very ftill and quiets then returning to us 
again, with more fpeed than he went, I afked 
him what he faw among thofe old pofts; 
he anfwered, * I would not have miffed of 

* what I faw for five pounds ; for I faw the 

* root and grounds of idolatry. Before I 

* went, I thought perhaps I might have felt 

* fome fecret virtue in the place where 

* George Fox had flood and preached, whom 

* I believe to have been a good man ; but 

* whilft I ftood there, I was fecretly in- 

* formed, that if George was a good man 

* he was in heaven, and not there, and vir- 

* tue is not to be communicated by dead 

* things, whether pofts, earth, or curious 

* pictures, but by the power of God, who 

* is the fountain of living virtue.' A lef- 
fon which, if rightly learned, would wean 
from the worfhip of images, and adoration 
of reliques. 

I was not many miles from home this 
fummer, fave to attend our own quarterly 
and yearly-meetings; but in the fall, having 
fome drawings in my mind to vifit friends in 
the New-fettlcment in Virginia, I went with a 
committee of the quarterly-meeting, appointed 
to infpeft whether friends at Fairfax were in 
number and weight fufficient to have a meet- 
ing fettled amongft them, to the reputation 
of truth ; and we vifited all the families of 
friends there^ and had a meeting among 

them 
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them to fatisfadtion. From thence we went 
to a place called Providence, or Tufkarora, 
from whence Mordecai Yarnal, who was one 
of the number, went home, having heard 
that his wife was dead, or likely to die. We 
had a meeting with the friends there, who 
Were glad to fee us, and then went to Hope-^ 
well monthly-meeting, to fome fatisfadtion. 
From whence I went to a few families fet- 
tled up Shanondoa, above the Three-topt 
Mountain, fo called, and had a meeting 
amongft them. They were pretty much 
tendered, and received the vifit kindly, ef» 
pecially fuch who did not make profeflion 
of the truth with us. I admired how they 
had notice, for many came to it, and fome 
,ten miles or more. I believe that the de^ 
light in hunting, and a roving idle life, drew 
moft of them under our name to fettle 
there. So having difcharged myfelf in a 
plain, yet loving manner, I returned to Ro-- 
bert M'Coy junior's, and having had feveral 
other meetings thereaway, I went home 
with peace of mind and thankfulnefs of 
heart to him who alone enables his children 
to anfwer his requirings ; having rode in this 
journey above four hundred miles. 

This winter John Cadwalader and Zebulon 
Hefton, in their return from a religious vi* 
fit to friends in Maryland, Virginia, and 
Carolina, were at my houfe, and being de* 
firous to vifit fome meetings on the Eaftern- 
flxore of Maryland, I went with them to 

F 2 Safla- 
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Saflafrafs-meeting, and called to fee the wi- 
dow and children of John Browning, who 
had been dead about a month, and fhe gave 
me in fubftance the following account of 
him, viz. 

* My hufband was not long fick, but faid 

* that he believed he fhould not recover, 

* and charged me to endeavour that his 

* children fhould be brought up in the way 

* of Truth, which friends profefs; and if 
^ they incline' to have trades, to put them 

* apprentice to real friends, not barely no- 
' minal ones, (which fhe faid fhe was wil- 

* ling to do, though fhe had never yet joined 

* to friends) and defired fhe would not itrufl 

* her own judgment, and named fome 
•friends with whom fhe fhould advife in. 

* choofing maflers. Then faid, when I am 

* dead, bury me by my father and mother, 

* in the grave-yard belonging to our family; 

* and thou knowefl that I put a large grave- 

* flone at my father's grave, and there is 

* one ready for my mother's grave, which I 

* did not put there, becaufe I began to 

* think they were more for grandeur than 

* fervice. I fent for them from England, 

* (not at the requefl of my father) they are 

* mine, and now I have a full teflimony 

* againft fuch formal tokens of refpeft; 
' tnerefore when I am buried, before the 

* company leaves the grave, inform them 
^ what my will is, and defire their help to 
^ take the gravc-flone from my father's 

* grave^ 
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* grave, and carry it out of the yard, that 

* it may be brought home, and lay one in 

* one hearth, and the other in the other 

* hearth of this new houfe, and they will 
' be of real fervice there * ; which (he pro- 
' mifed him to obferve, and told me fhe had 

* complied therewith , He remained fenfi- 

* ble to near the laft, and departed in a 

* quiet refigned frame of mind/ 

How weak are the arguments of fuch 
who make profeffion with us, and plead for 
thoie grand marks of memorial, or other 
tokens of diftindlion, fet up at or on the 
graves of their deceafed relations ; and how 
foon would they fubfide, did they but live 
fo near the pure truth, as to feel the mind 
thereof; as I fully believe this our friend 
did, knowing that the name of the righteous 
will not perifti, but be had iii everlafting 
remembrance, becaufe their portion is life 
for evermore, having entered into that king- 
dom prepared for the blefled before the foun- 
dation of the world. 

This fpring of the year, 1742, I felt 
ftrong drawings of mind to vifit friends in 
New-England, having had fome view there- 
of feveral years before; and, having obtained 
a certificate, I fet forward in the third 
month, and after vifiting feveral meetings in 
New-Jerfcy, and one in New- York, I at- 

* He had b\iUt a new brick houfe, and ^^ he^th not 
fully laid. 

F 7 tended 
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tended the yearly-meeting on Long-Ifland, 
wherein the power of truth was felt, and a 
great opennefs to thofe of other focieties, 
many of whom were prefent, particularly 
the laft day, and two priefts, who behaved 
folidly. 

I then went with Samuel Hopwood (a 
miniftering friend from England, with whom 
I had travelled in this journey through part 
of New-Jerfey) to Ryewood, and had a 
meeting there, where were a few folid 
friends, but others too talkative. And be- 
ing at Old Sea-brook, had a meeting in an 
inn, on the firft day of the week. The 
people being chiefly Prefbyterians, few at- 
tended befides ourielves, and thofe of the 
family, who were kind and civil to us. 
Then going to Conanicut, we had a meeting 
with friends on that ifland, and proceeded 
to Newport on Rhode-Ifland, and on the 
fifth day of the week attended the meeting 
at 9ortfmouth, where we met with Lydia 
Dean from Pennfylvania, who was on a re- 
ligious Vifit to friends in New-England, 
and many other friends, coming to be at the 
yearly-meeting on this ifland. It began on 
the fixth day of the week, with a meeting 
of minifl:ers and elders, and two meetings 
for pub'lick worfliip, one in the forenoon, 
awd the other in the afternoon, and were 
held in the fame order until the fecond day 
of the next week, when the meeting for 
4ifcipline began. This large yearly-meet- 
ing 
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ing in the feveral fettings thereof was gene- 
rally folid and fatisfaftory. After which, 
taking divers meetings in our way, namely, 
Portfmouth, Tiverton, Seconnet, Accoake- 
iet, and Aponigangfet, and attending their 
monthly-meeting there, all which were in a 
good degree fatisfaftory, Samuel Hopwood 
and jnyfelf embarked for Nantucket, and 
through the mercy of kind Providence ar- 
rived fafe there, after a paflage of three days 
and two nights, occafioned by fcant winds, 
and an eafterly ftorm, which tore our fails 
very much, being old and rotten ; fo that if 
fome watchful friends on the ifland had not. 
feen us in diftrefs, apd come with three 
whale boats, and took all the pafTengers, 
being twenty-four of us, from the veffel, 
we fhould have been in great danger. For 
being near a fand-bar, the veffel ftruck 
ground foon after we left her, and by the 
violence of the wind was driven on fhore. 
We looked on this deliverance as a mercy 
from God, to whom feveral of us werq 
bowed in humble thankfulnefs for this par^ 
ticular favour. On the twenty-fecond day 
of th? fourth month the yearly-meeting be- 
gan, which though fmall on this day, by 
reafon of the ftorm, was comfortable. The 
other fittings were moftly large, and in a 
good degree owned by the power and virtue 
of Truth. 

My friend Samuel Hopwood, apprehend- 
ing himfelf clear, inclined to return to the 
F 4 Main- 
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Main-land, but no paflage offered ; and not- 
withftanding the meetings bad been gene- 
rally attended by moft of the inhabitants of 
the ifland, and large, yet I was not eafy 
without endeavouring to have fome oppor- 
tunities with friends by themfelves, as much 
as could be, which I obtained, befides at- 
tending their ufual week day meetings ; and 
in thefe fittings it pleafed the Lord to open 
my way to deliver fcveral things which had 
lain heavy on my mind. For although fome 
folid tender-^fpirited friends lived on this 
ifland, yet I faw there was a libertine fpirit 
fecretly at work amongft fome others, to 
draw away from the pure inward life of re- 
ligion, and the fimplicity of truth, into eafe 
and liberty. After which I had great peace, 
and my mind was made thankful to the 
Lord, who had owned my labour by a good 
degree of his prefence and power. 

Being now fully clear, and a paflage of- 
fering, on the fecond of the fifth month we 
took leave of our friends, and landed the 
fame day in the evening at Seconnet, and on 
feventh day Samuel Hopwood and I went to 
the quarterly-meeting at Sandwich, and 
were at their firfl: day meeting alfo: after 
which I went back to Seconnet, and had a 
meeting at Benjamin Boreman's, then re- 
turned to Sandwich, where I again met Sa-. 
muel Hopwood, and on third day we had a 
meeting at Yarmouth; and returning to 
Humphry Wady's, we from thence went to- 
wards 
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wards Bofton, taking a meeting with friends 
at Pembrook; reached that town oa fixth 
day, and attended their morning and after- 
noon meetings on firft day, alfo one at a 
friend's houfe in the evening, I have here 
little to remark, fave that religion feems to 
be at a low ebb. From Bofton I went to 
Lynn, but Samuel Hopwood returned to-- 
wards Rhode- Ifland. I had a meeting at 
Lynn, alfo at Salem, Newberry, and Dover, 
being the monthly-meeting. The next day 
at Cachecy, and in the afternoon again at 
Dover, at the burial of Mary Whitehoufe, 
who was ninety-five years of age; and on 
fecond day morning I was fecretly drawn to 
have a meeting over the river on the Kettery 
fliore, among friends, which was fatisfaftory 
to myfelf and them, there being a tender 
people there. On third day morning, as I 
lay in bed, I felt my mind drawn towards 
the north-weft, which was an exercife to 
me ; for I had before thought myfelf at li- 
berty to return towards Bofton. I arofe 
about fun-rife, and alked the friend where 
I lodged, whether any friends lived at a dif- 
tance on that quarter ; for that I had a draft 
that way ? He anfwered no ; and alked how 
far I thought to go. I told him it did not 
feem to me to be more than ten miles. He 
faid there was a people about eight miles 
diftant, which he fuppofed was the place to 
whicl^ I felt the draft. I defired him to 
fend a lad with a few lines to fome perfon 

that 
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that he knew, to inform them that a ftranger 
would be glad to have a meeting among 
them at the eleventh hour of that day, if 
they were free to grant it ; which he did, 
and with his wife went with me : fo that 
we got to the place near the time propofed, 
and found a confiderable gathering of peo- 
ple, that I wondered how it could be in fo 
ihort a time, not more than three hour's 
warning. They were preparing feats, by 
laying boards on blocks in a pretty large new 
houfe, and foon fat down in an orderly man- 
ner. I went in great fear and inward weak- 
nefs ; and at the fight of fuch a gathering of 
people, and none of our profeffion among 
them, except the friend and his wife who 
accompanied me, and two others who joined 
us in the way, my fpirit was greatly bow- 
ed, and my heart filled with fecret cries to 
the Lord, that he would be pleafed to mag- 
nify his own power: and, blefi!ed for ever be 
his holy name ! he heard my cry, and fur- 
nifhed with wifdom and ftrength to declare his 
word to the people, among whom there were 
fome very tender feekers after the true know- 
ledge of God ; and the dodtrine of Truth 
flowed freely towards them, the univerfality 
of the love of God being fet forth, in op- 
pofition to the common Predeftinarian notion 
of cledion and reprobation. When the 
meeting was over I felt an uncommon free- 
dom to leave them, for they began to ihew 
their fatisfadtion with the opportunity in 

iXiany 
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many words. So fpeaking to the friend that 
went with me, we withdrew, and went to 
our horfes; and I immediately mounting, 
beheld the man of the houfe where the meet- 
ing was held running to me, who, taking 
hold of the bridle, told me I muft not go 
away without dining with them. I looked 
ftedfaftly on him, and told him, that I did 
believe this was a vifitation for their good, 
but I was fearful that they, by talking too 
freely and too much, would be in danger of 
lofing the benefit thereof, and mifs of the 
good that the Lord intended for them ; and 
my going away was in order to example 
them to go home to their own houfes, and 
turn inward, and retire to that of God in 
their own hearts, which was the only way 
to grow in religion. So I left him, and 
returned with my friend Jofeph Eaftees and 
his wife. Next day I was again at Cachecy 
m;eeting, where Lydia Dean, and her com-* 
panion Eliphal Harper, met me^ it was a 
good . meeting. From thence we went to 
Dover, and had a meeting, and another the 
fame evening at the houfe of John Kenny j 
and being clear in my mind of thofe parts, I 
returned, having meetings at Hampton, Salif- 
bury, Aimlbury, and Haverhill, at which laft 
place ieveral peribns were affembled wit|i us, 
^Arho had never heard the preaching 0/ any 
friend before. There was great openneft 
»nong them, and we had a good meeting 
%D^cth£T^ for which I wap thankful to the 

holy 
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holy author of all good. Next day I again 
met with Lydia Dean and Eliphal Harper, 
at Stephen Sawyer's, near Newberry, where 
we had a meeting; at which I was concerned 
to fpeak in a brief manner of the beginning 
of the reformation from the errors of the 
church of Rome, and the fufFerings of the 
Proteftants, particularly in Englahd, fome 
of whofe fucceflbrs turned perfecutors, and 
were very cruel to thofe whom they called 
Sectarians; amongftwhom the Prefbyterians 
having fufFered perfecution, in order to be 
cafed therefrom, came into America, and 
fettled in New-England, expefting there to 
enjoy that rcafonable right, the liberty of 
their confcience ; and in this their eafe, for- 
getting the golden rule of doing to others as 
they would be done unto, became, to their 
lafting ignominy, perfecutors of Quakers, 
fo called, even to the death of feveral of 
them. And I had to fpeak of the nature 
and ground of perfecution, and the great 
inconfiftency thereof with Chriftianity. Se- 
veral of the Ptefbyterians were prefent; and 
an ancient man from Newberry, one of their 
leaders, and an elder among them, when 
the meeting was over, defired he might 
fpeak with me. I being withdrawn into a 
little parlour, friend Sawyer came and in- 
formed me, that the old man wanted to be 
admitted to me, to which I felt no objec- 
tion, being quiet and eafy in my mind, 
though I expefted he Would be for difputi- 
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ing. When he came in, he let me know 
that he had fome obfervations to make to 
me : viz. * he fuppofed I was a man that 

* had read much, or I could not be Co fully 

* acquainted with the reformation, and that 

* he alfo fuppofed I had a college education.' 
As to the laft, I told him that I had never * 
been at a fchool, but about three months, and 
the man I went to being a weaver, fat in 
his loom, and heard his fcholars read. That 
I was fo far from having a popular educa-* 
tion, that I was born in a wildernefs place, 
where a few families had fettled many miles 
remote from other inhabitants. At which, 
lifting up his hands, he blefled himielf, and 
added, ^ Heaven has then anointed you to 

* preach the gofpel, and you have this day 

* preached the truth ; but I can affure you, 

* though I have been a parifh officer, I ne« 

* ver did take any thing from your friends 

* the Quakers, for I am againft perfecution s 

* fo God blefs you with a good journey.* 
The next day I had a meeting at Ipfwich, 

in the houfe of Benjamin Hoeg, none pro- 
feffing with us living in that town, but him-* 
felf and family; though there was a friendly 
man, who, as I came late to the town the even- 
ing before, invited me to lodge at his houfe, 
of which I accepted, and being weary, llept 
well. In the morning I heard a noife of 
high words in the ftreet, and getting up, I 
opened the door of the parlour where I 
lodged, and through a paiTage into the 

kitchen, 
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kitchen, faw a woman, whom I took to be 
the miftrefs of the houfe, and went toward 
her, but, with a look of exceeding difplea- 
fure, (he immediately fhut the door; fb I 
turned into my room again. After a while 
the landlord came to me, and told me that 
he had been with the burgefs, who had given 
leave that a meeting might be held in the 
town-hall ; but the prieft and his two fons 
had fince been with the burgefs, and forbad 
him, and that, rather than difpleafe them, 
he had withrawn the leave. The prieft af- 
ferted that the Quakers were hereticks, and 
had gone about the town to forewarn his 
hearers againft going to the meeting, which 
was the meaning of the noife I heard in the 
ftreet. I felt very eafy, and defired that he 
would not trouble himfelf any further than 
to inform them, that the meeting would be 
held at the houfe of Benjamin Hoeg; for I 
did believe that the railing of the prieft 
would raife the curiofity of the people the 
more to come, and fo it proved. I afked 
him to fhew me the way to the houfe, that 
I might be afliftant in making provifion for 
feats, if occafion required. He faid I muft take 
breakfaft with him, which was foon brought 
in by the woman, who had fhut the door, as 
before mentioned. I afked him if fhe was his 
wife; he told me fhe was ; on which I arofc 
from my feat, and offered her my hand, afking 
her how fhe did; but fhe in difpleafure re- 
fufed, and, faying not a word, diroftly left the 

room. 
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room. After breakfaft we went to the houie 
where the meeting was to be held, and there 
foon came a great number of people, and 
the prieft alfo very near the door, where he 
flood, cautioning his hearers; but feveral 
came by an alley to the back door, and 
others feemed little to regard him ; fo that 
after a time he went away; and through 
the goodnefs of the Lord we had a folid 
profitable meeting: for I believe many were 
there, whofe hearts were reached and tendered 
by the love and power of the gofpel of 
Chrift, and among them I faw my fcornful 
landlady. It feems a woman whom ihe va- 
lued had pcrfuaded her to come with her. 
Before the meeting ended, I perceived her 
countenance was changed, and her ftout 
heart tendered ; and after it flie came to me 
with her hufband, and kindly invited me to 
dine with them; I owned their love, and 
defired them to mind the truth by which 
they had been reached. So in humble thank*^ 
fulnefs of heart to the great Author of all 
living mercies, I left them, and went that 
night to Salem ; and tarrying one meeting, 
the next day pafled on to Marblehead, and 
had a meeting in the town-hall, the magif-i 
trates readily granting it, which was large. 
I had to fpeak on morality, the nature and 
Bcceffity thereof, fhcwing that a man could 
not be a true Chriftian without being a 
good mor^lifl. I thought they had need of 
a reformation in their morals, though they 

profeffed 
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profefled Chriftianity in a high mannen 
One thing is worthy of remarking, the fe- 
left men and officers were very careful to 
keep the rude boys and people that came to 
the door from making difturbance: Ce- 
veral of them walked to the door, and fpoke 
to them, and rapped fomc on their heads 
with their canes, to make them ftill. The 
meeting ended to fatisfaftion, without the 
leaft oppofition. From thence, taking a 
meeting at Lynn by the way, I went to 
Bofton, and was at their meetings on firft 
day in the forenoon and afternoon, at both 
which feveral came that were not in profef- 
fion with us, and truth opened the dodrinc 
thereof to the people pretty freely. But I 
was not eafy to leave this town without 
having an opportunity with friends by them- 
felves, for which purpofe it v/as held at 
Benjamin Bagnall's, and therein I was deeply 
bowed under a fenfe of the ftate of eafe, in 
which fome were delighting themfclves in 
their imaginary attainments, whilft the pure 
feed lay under fuffering ; , but blcfTed be the 
Lord ! who was gracioufly pleafed to endue 
with a fpirit of love and tender compaffion, 
and thereby enabled me to difcharge myfelf 
fully, and I was releafcd from what had lain 
very heavy upon me for feveral days. The 
next day I had an opportunity with feveral 
friends at Samuel Pope's, and then left Bof- 
ton pretty eaiy in my mind, and went to 
Samuel Thayre's at Mendham» who accom- 
panied 
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panied me the next day to Uxbridge, where 
we had a meeting with a few raw, talka- 
tive people, which, through the goodnefs 
of God, was neverthelefs to fome degree of 
fatisfad:ion. I returned with Samuel Thayre 
to his houfe, where I met with Hannah 
Jenkinfori from Pennfylvania, and we were 
?t Mendam meeting together. She then 
went towards Bofton, and I to Wainfokett, 
and Providence-Town, and had a meeting at 
each place ; the latter of which was a poor 
meeting, the people looking for words, and 
not waiting for the word of life in their 
own hearts. From thence I went to and 
had a large and good meeting at Nefhanticut, 
the Lord's prefence being felt to his own 
praife, and another at Greenwich. Then 
proceeded to Smithfield and Taunton, tak- 
ing a meeting at each to fome good degree 
of fatisfaftion. From thence to Swanfey, 
Free-Town, Rochefter, and Cuflinet, having 
a meeting at each ; at one of which, after I 
ftood up to fpeak a few words in great fear, 
life being low, and, as I apprehended, the 
feed under fuiFering, I heard a kind of figh- 
ing by one in the gallery, which feemed to 
bring death rather than to raife life; and 
after I had fpoken a fentence or two it be- 
came exceedingly burdenfome, whereupon it 
came frefh in my n>ind to fay, * Can an 

* Ifraelite fing a true Hebrew fong whilft 

♦ the feed is in captivity, and under fuiFer- 
^ ing ? an attempt of the kind fhews igno- 

G * rancej' 
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' ranee;* at which there was a great filence, 
and the fighing ended, and I received ftrength 
to deliver what was on my mind, and truth 
was felt in a good degree to arife. The 
meeting ended well, and feveral friends ex- 
preiTed their ifatisfadtion with the fervice on 
that day, Beir\g clear of thofe parts, I 
went to Rhode-Iflandi and, in a fenfe of the 
goodnefs and mercy of the Lord, who had 
helped me in my travels in his work^^ Riy 
foul worihipped before him. 

On the twenty-fecond of the fixth month 
I fat with friends at Newport in their fore 
and afternoon meetings., and next morning 
left Rliode-Ifland with a heavy heart, and 
had a meeting at South Kingfton, where I 
met with Sufannah Morris, and her filler 
Hannah Hurfprd, and the fame day had a 
meeting at James Parry's j, and the day fol- 
lowing we had one at Thomas Stanton's, in 
Wcfterly, among a mixed people of feveral 
fpcieties, to whom I felt a ftream of gofpel 
love ; but the meeting \yas hurt by feveral 
appearances of one prpfent, who lived at no 
great 4iftancc. Our manner of fitting in 
filence h (o very different from the common 
pradice of mpft other religious focieties, 
that it is no marvel if it fliould be as time 
mifpent to fonie, and fill others with won- 
der, which was the cafe this day: and for 
want of a deep irjward attention to the liv- 
ing word of truth, inftead of inftrudting the 
people in the true \vay of worfhip, in the 

love 
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love of the gofpel, there may be a warm 
cenfuring of them for what they underftand 
not, and thereby raife a diflike in them, to 
the foreclofing of other fervice : and I have 
fbmetimes obferved hurt done by this means, 
by fome who appeared in the impatience, 
not having the weight of the work upon 
them. Cuftom had taught the people to 
look for words, and they were offended by 
words fpoken not in feafon, and therefore 
not' fitly fpoken. I left this meeting with 
forrow ; and after I mounted my horfe, the 
perfon who had appeared there three times 
came to me, and faid, * he hoped he had not 
* hindered my fervice in it.' I reminded 
him that he had informed the people in that 
meeting, their looking for words had been 
one reafon why the Lord had fhut up the 
teftimony of truth in the hearts of his fer- 
vants, which I told him I did believe was 
not then the cafe ; but that his forward ap- 
pearances had mudded the waters, unfettled 
the people, and marred the fervice ; fo we 
parted. And feeling my mind drawn back 
towards Newport, I went that evening to 
James Congdon's, and the next day to New- 
port, calling in my way at James Parry's, 
where I found Lydia Dean, very fick, fhc 
being fo far on her journey towar4s home ; 
and on the fifth day of the week I was at 
two fatisfadlory meetings there ; and on fe- 
venth day had a fmall meeting at Nicholas 
Eafton's, and on firft day two large good 
G 2 meet- 
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meetings at Newport; and next day hearing 
that Lydia Dean was come to Samuel Clark's, 
on Conanicut-Ifland, I went with feveral 
others to fee her, and ihe returned with us 
to Newport ; where, after a very fhort no- 
tice, we had a large evening meeting, where- 
in the Lord was pleafed mercifully to favour 
us with his immediate prefence, to the glory 
and praife of his own eternal name, which 
is worthy for ever ! After attending their 
monthly-meeting at Portfmouth, finding my 
mind clear and eafy to proceed homeward, 
Lydia Dean, Patience Barker, John Eafton, 
and myfelf, fet put from Newport, taking 
leave of friends in a tender manner on both 
fides, and were the firft: day following at a 
meeting in Wefterly, \yhich was in a good 
degree fatisfadtory ; and paflSng through 
Connetfticut to New - Milford, Oblong, 
and Ninepartners, had meetings in each 
place. And having a great defire to be at 
our yearly- meeting for Pennfylvania and 
New-Jerfey, to be held at Burlington, 
which was near approaching, we pafled on, 
and took a meeting at Samuel Field's, to 
which feveral not of our fociety came, and 
the opportunity was, through the goodnefs of 
the Lord, profitable. We then proceeded as 
faft as convenient, and reached Burlington 
on firft day, in the time of the yearly- 
meeting, where many friends were gathered, 
and Michael Lightfoot, in his return from 
Great Britain, with whom came John Haf- 

1am 
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lam and Edmund Peckover, on a vifit to 
friends in America. This meeting was 
large and folid; at which I alfo met my 
dear wife, to our mutual thankful rejoic- 
ing. After the rneeting I went home, where 
I found things ^s to the outward in good 
order; for which J was humbly thankful 
to the Lord, who had not only been with 
me by his heayenly prefence in this jour- 
ney, ^nd brought me fafe home to my 
family, but h^d fypported them in my 
abfence; blqfled be his holy name for 
ever 1 
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CHAP. III. 

His vifit to Long'-IJland — Fi/it with others t9 
the families of friends in Nottingham — and 
to fome families in Philadelphia^ and to the 
mayor of that city — alfo to the ajfembly of 
Pennjylvania in the year 1748. — His jour ^ 
ney with Michael Lightfoot to the yearly- 
meeting at Weji River in Maryland — and 
accompanied by Jojhua Brown to divers 
Meetings in Pennjylvania and New^yerfey. 
"-^Hir confderations on apprehending it his 
duty to vifit friends in Europe^ and pro-- 
ceedings in preparing to enter upon that 
weighty fervice, to the time of his leav- 
ing home^ in order to take Jhipping for 
London. 

IN the fpring of the year 1743, having 
drawings in my mind to make a general 
vifit to friends on Long-Ifland, I fat out in 
the third month, in order to be at the year- 
ly-meeting at Flufliing, wrhich began on the 
fixth day of the week, and continued until 
the fecond of the week following: it was 
large, and fignally owned by the power of 
truth in each fitting. The publick fervice 
in the miniftry lay moftly on Edmund Peck- 
over, who was there in his way to New- 
England. On firft day I thought I had an 
engagement to ftand up, and confiderable 
matter before me^ and after fpeaking three 

or 
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or four fenteiices, which came with weight, 
all clofed up, and I flood ftill and filent for 
feveral minutes, and faw nothing more, not 
one word tcf' fpeak : I perceived the eyes of 
moft of the people were upon me, they as well 
as myfelf expedting more ; but nothing fur- 
ther appearing, I fat down, I think I may 
fay, in reverent fear and humble refignation ; 
when that remarkable fentence of Job, chap, 
i, 21. was prefented to my mind: ** Naked 
" came I out of my mother's womb, and 
** naked fhall I return : the Lord gave, and 
*' the Lord hath taken away; bleffed be the 
" name of the Lord :" and for, I fuppofe, 
near a quarter of an hour I remained in a 
filent quiet; but afterwards let in great rca- 
fbnings and fear, left L had not waited the 
right time to ftand up, and fo was fuffered 
to fall into reproach. For the adverfary, 
who is ever bufy, and unwearied in his at- 
tempts to devour, perfuaded me to believe 
that the people would laugh me to fcorn, 
and I might as well return home imme- 
diately and privately, as attempt any further 
vifit on the ifland. After meeting I hid my 
inward exercife and diftrefs as much as I 
could. When night came I lodged with a 
fympathizing friend and experienced elder, 
who began to fpeak encouragingly to me; 
but I faid to him, that I hoped he would not 
take it amifs if I defired him to forbear fay- 
ing any thing: for if he fhould fay good 
things, I had no capacity to believe, and if 
G 4 other- 
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otherwife, I could not then underftand fo 
as to be profitably correfted or inftrudted, 
and after fome time fell afleep. When I 
awoke, I remembered that the fentences I 
had delivered in the meeting were felf-evi- 
dent truths, which could not , be wreftcd to 
the difadvantage of friends, or difhonour of 
the caufe of truth, though they might look 
like roots, or fomething to paraphrafe upon ; 
and although my ftanding fome time filent 
before I fat down might occafion the peo- 
ple to think me a filly fellow, yet they had 
not caufe to blame me for delivering words 
without fenfe or life. Thus I became very 
quiet, and not much deprefifed, and was fa- 
voured with an humble refignation 6f mind,, 
and a defire that the Lord would be pleafed 
to magnify his own name and truth, and 
preferve me from bringing any reproach 
thereon. So I ventured to have meetings 
appointed, and my particular friend and in- 
timate acquaintance Caleb Raper, of Bur- 
lington, being at that meeting, went as 
companion with me, of whofe company I 
was glad, he being a valuable elder. We 
went firft to Rockaway, then to Jamaica, 
Sequetague, Setakit, Matinicock, Cowneck, 
and Weftbury meetings, and at moft of them 
I had good fatisfadtion ; the good prefence 
of the Lord, in whom I delighted above 
all things, being witnefi!ed to my comfort, 
and I believe to the edification and comfort 
of the fincere in heart : but the teftimony 

of 
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of truth went particularly iharp to the lukc« 
warm profefTors and libertines in our foci- 
^ty. That humbling time I had at Flufhing 
was of Angular fervice to me; being thereby 
made willingly fubjedt to the Divine open- 
ings of truths and motion of the eternal 
fpirit and pure word of life^ in fpeaking to 
the feveral ilates of thofe who were present 
in the meetings ; and life came into do« 
minion, and the power thereof overfliadowed 
at times, to my humble admiration : blefied 
be the name of the Lord, who is worthy, 
for ever and ever ! 

Then croffing Whiteftone-Ferry, we had 
meetings at Wcft-Chefter, Memarincck, 
Rywoods, and Long-Reach, which were 
moftly to good fatisfaiftion. We then went 
to New- York, and were at their meeting, 
and in the evening had a fele<Jl one with 
friends, which gave me coniiderable relief, 
and I believe fatisfaftion to them; and we 
Wjcrre 4wde thankful together in the renewt- 
ings of thje covenant of life. From thence 
we went to a n^eeting at Newtown on Long- 
Ifland, and to the monthly-naeeting at Flush- 
ing; wher^e friends gave me a certificate in 
return to that I brought from home, in 
which thpy figpifijed their unity with my 
iervice on the iiland* Then taking leave of 
friends in fweetnefs of mind and inward 
peace, being clear of thoie p^rts, I returned 
homewards, and w^ent to the Narrows that 
night, but gould not get over: next morn- 
ing 



90 The LIFE and TRAVELS 

iog early crofTed the ferry, when there was a 
great fwcll, occafioned by the ftormy wea- 
ther in the evening and night before, and 
having now no wind, were obliged to row 
the boat ov^r. In the paflage I remembered^ 
that in croffing this ferry when coming on 
this vifit, I thought myfelf never much 
poorer, having only a fecret hope and truft 
in the holy arm of power: and being now 
inwardly fenfible of my own weaknefs, I 
had to acknowledge that I went not forth 
on this embafly in my own will and ftrength; 
and therefore craved only that my blefled 
Lord and Mafter would blot out mine of- 
fences, and yet enable me fo to walk in 
humble obedience the refidue of my time, 
as to be favoured with the anfwer of ** well 
** done" at the conclufion: and knowing the 
nature and treachery of felf, did not want 
to be intrufted with much reward at prefent, 
ehoofing rather that the Lord, in his infi- 
nite wifdom and mercy, fhould deal out to 
me my daily bread according to his own 
pleafure. *♦ I pafTcd over this Jordan with 
" my ftafF, and now I am become two 
** bands," was the faying of Jacob, Gen. 
xxxii. lo. As this faying of the good pa- 
triarch came frefh in my mind, I thought, 
that although I could not fee myfelf much 
increafed in heavenly treafure, I came poor, 
and had only the ftaff of faith to lean upon, 
yet I had to blefs the Lord that he was now 
pleafed to favour me with the fame ftafF ia 

my 
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my return, on the never failing ftrcngth 
whereof I might with fafety evermore rely ; 
and in holy refignation I had to praife his 
worthy name. I proceeded with my friend 
Caleb Raper to Burlington, where we parted 
in much love and nearnefs, in which we 
had travelled together, I reached home 
about wheat harveft, and found my dear 
wife and family well. 

I went not much abroad the refidue of 
this fummer, and the year following, but 
was careful to attend our own and many 
neighbouring meetings; alfo monthly, quar<- 
terly, and yearly-meetings, in this and -the 
adjacent province. Some bulinefs of a pub- 
lick nature, together with my own circum- 
ftances, neceffarily engaged me for feverai 
years 5 in which time, viz. in the fpring of 
the year 1745, my dear wife having draw- 
ings in her mind to vifit the meetings of 
friends in Virginia, Maryland, and North 
Carolina, obtained a certificate of the unity 
of friends with her, to travel in. that fervice 
with Jane Hoflcins, of Chefter. And in the 
fame year I was nominated, with feveral 
other friends, to vifit the families belonging 
to our monthly-meeting, which being large, 
and many friends living at a diftance, it was 
a laborious work, and not fully performed 
until the fall of the year 1747, when ac- 
count was given that the fervice was per- 
fe<£ted to a good degree of fatisfadtion. In 
the winter following I had it pn my mind 
to vifit all the families of the particular 

meet- 
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meeting of Newark near Braiulywine, who 
ieemt^d to be in a declining ftate ^s to reli-^ 
gion, hayii^g dropped their week-day fleet- 
ing, aad often much negledled tp attend 
their firft-day meeting, many of the ejdjcrly 
friends being deceafed, and their children 
almoft turned to thp world, and united to 
the fpirit, pleafujres, and paftimes thereof. 
My brother William Brown, and his wife, 
and mine, were with me on this fervice, 
and great plainnefs was ufed in opening to 
many particulars the caufe of their declenfion; 
and as the love of truth engaged me in the fer- 
vice, I had peace and fatisfaftion, and thofe 
vifited feemed to receive the vifit kindly. 

In the fpring of the year 1748, I felt 
drawings in my mind to vifit fome families 
of friends in Philadelphia, of which I ac- 
quainted my brethren at home 5 a^d having 
their concurrence, in the fourrth pionth I 
joined with foroe friends in thp city, 'who 
were fpme time before .appointed to the 
fervice, and w^e went in much love fron* 
houfe to houjfe, the Lord, by his good pre- 
fence, being with us, to pur mutual com- 
fort. And as I attended to the drawings of 
truth, I found a conce^rn to gp to the mayor 
of the qity (accompanied by my good friend 
Ifrael P^eniberton the elder,) ^nd w^s ea- 
gaged tp lay befor^e him the nature of his 
office as a j^a^giftrate, and exhorted him to 
take care that he bore not (the fwoiid in vaiq, 
but to put the law$ in exeicution againft 
evil docrs^ fiich as. drunkards, ;pi?ofa9e fwear- 

ers. 
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ers, &c. and. to be, in his authority, a ter- 
ror to the wicked, and an encourager of 
them that do well. He was loving and ten- 
der, and expreffed his fatisfadion with the 
vifit. 

While I was in the city, the governor 
called or fummoned the members of aflem- 
bly together, and in preffing terms laid be- 
fore them the defencelefs ftate of Pennfyl- 
vania, in order to prevail with the houfe 
to grant a fum of money, to ftation a ihip 
of force at Delaware capes, alfo to encou- 
rage the building a battery below the city, 
which was begun fome time before by fub- 
fcription, but likely to be too heavy for the 
undertakers. One night, as I lay in my 
bed, it came very weightily upon me to go 
to the houfe of afTembly, and lay before the 
members thereof the danger of departing 
from trufting in that divine arm of power 
which had hitherto protected the inhabitants 
of our land in peace and fafety : the concern 
refted on me feveral days, which occafioned 
me with earneft breathings to feek the Lord, 
that if this was a motion from him, he 
would be plcafed to diredl my ftcps therein, 
fo that I might be preferved from giving 
juft caufe of offence to any : for it feemed 
to be a very difficult time; many, even of 
our fociety, declaring their willingnefs that 
a fum of money fhould be given to the 
king, to fhew our loyalty to him, and that 
they were willing to part with their fub- 
ftance for his ufe, though, as a people, we 

had 
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had a teftimony to bear againft all outward 
wars and fightings. I made no man privy 
to my concern until a week had near pafled, 
when one morning it became fo heavy upon 
me, that I went to the houfe of an intimate 
friend, who, being juft up, invited me to 
come in, and as we fat together, he had a 
fenfe that fomething of weight was upon 
me, and afked if I was concerned about the 
aflcmbly. Whereupon I aiked him, if he 
ever knew of any friends going to the af- 
fembly with a concern to fpeak to them ? 
he anfwered, nay ; adding, * but I have of- 

* ten wondered that they have not; for I 

* have underftood that it was formerly a 

* common pra<9ice for them to fit in filence 

* a while, like folemn worfliip, before they 

* proceeded to do bufinefs.'* I told him> 
that I had it on my mind to go to the houfe 
that morning, and fhould be glad of fuit- 
able company. He directed me to one whom 
he thought fuch, and I immediately went to 
him, and acquainted him with my con- 
cern; but as I fpake, I felt that I had better 
go alone, and therefore told him, that if he 
did not feel clear and eafy to go with me, I 
advifed him to ftay. He replied, < Thy 

* way is before thee, but I beilieve I muft 

* not go/ I therefore returned to my friend, 
who did not difcourage me, though I had 
no company. Being preflfed in mind, I 
went direftly to the ftate-houfe, before I 
took breakfafl^ and got (here juft as the 

fpeakcr. 
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fjjeaker, J. K. was going hi. I bfcckoned 
to him, and he came to me. I told him I 
wanted to be admitted into the houfe, for I 
thought I had fomething to fay to them, 
which feemed to me of importance. He 
faid it was a critical time^ and they had a 
difficult affair before them, and queried whe- 
ther I had not better wait until the houfe 
parted; and another member being near, faid 
he thought it would be beft, and lefs liable 
to give offence, for there were divers mem- 
bers not of our fociety; and if I would 
wait until the houfe broke up, they would 
inform all the members that were friends, 
and did not doubt they would be willing to 
give me an opportunity to inform them 
what was on my mind. I told them that 
would give me no relief, for I had a parti- 
cular defire that thofe members who were 
,not of our fociety fhould be prefent; believ- 
ing that it would be better for them to 
hear and judge for themfelves than to have 
it at fecond hand, as it, might be differently 
reprefqnted; at which they were a little 
filent. Then I requefted the fpeaker that 
he would go in and inform the members, 
that a countryman was in waiting, who had 
a defire to be admitted, having fomething to 
communicate to them, and if they refufcd, 
he would be clear. He readily and affec- 
tionately anfwered he would, and foon 
brought nae word that they were willing. 
There was a great awe over my mind when 

I went 
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I went in, which I thought in fome mea- 
fore fpread, and prevailed over the members, 
beyond my cxped:ation. After a filence of 
perhaps ten or twelve minutes, I felt as 
though all fear of man was taken away, and 
my mind influenced to addrefs them in fub- 
ftance after the following manner : 

* My Countrymen, and Fellow- SubjeAs, 

* Reprefentatives of the Inhabitants of 

• this Province. 

* T T N D E R an apprehenfion of the dif- 

\^ * ficulties before you, I feel a ftrong 

* fympathy with you, and have to remind 

* you of a juft and true faying of a great 

* minifter of Jefus Chrift in his day, *' The 
** powers that be are ordained of God." 

* Now if men in power and authority, in 

* whatfoever ftation, would feek unto God 

* (who will be a fpirit of judgment to them 

* that fit in judgment) for wifdom and 

* counfel to a(ft fingly for him that ordained 
« the power, and permitted them to be fta- 

* tioned therein, that they fliould be his 
^ minifters, fuch will be a bleffing, under 

* God, to themfelves and their country : 

* but if thofe in authority do fufFer their 
^ own fears, and the perfuafions of others, 

* to prevail with them to negledl fuch atten- 
^ tion, and fo make or ena<ft laws, in order 

* to their own protection and defence by 
« carnal weapons and fortifications, ftiled 

* humai^ 
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human prudence, he who is fuperintend- 
ant, by withdrawing the arm of his pow- 
er, may permit thofe evils they feared to 
come fuddenly upon them, and that in 
his heavy difpleafure. May it with grati- 
tude be ever remembered how remarlcably 
we have been preferved in peace and tran- 
quility for more than fifty years ! no inva- 
fion by foreign enemies ; and the treaties 
of peace with the natives, wifely began 
by our worthy proprietor William Penn, 
preferved inviolate to this day. 
' Though you now reprefent, and ad: for, 
a mixed people of various denominations, 
as to religion, yet remember the charter is 
the fame as at firft: beware therefore of 
adling to opprefs tender confciences, for 
there are many of the inhabitants whom 
you now reprefent, that ftill hold forth 
the fame religious principles with their 
predeceflbrs, who were fome of the firft 
adventurers into this, at that time wilder- 
nefs, land, who would be greatly grieved 
to fee warlike preparations carried on, and 
encouraged by a law confented to by their 
brethren in profeffion, or others, contrary 
to the charter; ftill confcientioufly con- 
cluding, that the reverent and true fear 
of God, with an humble truft in his an- 
cient arm bf Power, would be our great- 
eft defence and fafety. And they who hold 
different principles, and are fettled in this 
government^ can have no juft caufe of 
H reflec- 
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* fefledtion if warlike meafures are forborn, 

* becaufe they knew the charter framed, 
' and the peaceable conftitution, and have 

* ventured themfelves therein. 

* We may obferve by fundry laws enafted 

* in parliament, when the Reformation was 

* but newly begun in England, our mother 

* country, there feemed to be wifdom from 

* above to influence their minds. May you 

* be rightly dire<Sted at this time, many of 

* whom do fully believe in the immediate 
' influence of Chrift, the wifdom of God, 
' which is truly profitable to diredt! It is not 

* from difrefpedt to the king or government 
^ that I {peak after this manner, for I am 

* thankful in heart that the Lord in mercy 
' hath vouchfafed, that the throne of Great 

* Britain (hould be filled with our prefent 

* benevolent prince. King George the Sc- 

* condj may his reign be long and happy!* 

I acknowledged their kindnefs in hearing 
me with fo much patience, and, taking 
leave, withdrew. Several members followed 
me out, and expreflfed their iktisfadtion in an 
afieftionate manner with my vifit; and, 
embracing each other, we parted, in a 
fcnfe of the love and power of Chrift 
Jefus ouf Lord, who, with the Father, is 
worthy of all thankfgiving and praife for 
ever and ever. 

After my fervice in Philadelphia was over, 
I returned home with peace and iatisfadion, 

and 
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and went not much abroad, fave to our 
quarterly and yearly-^meetings, until the 
Ipring following, in the year 1749, when I 
went with Michael Lightfoot to the yearly- 
meeting at Weft-river in Maryland; in which 
journey, the weather being hot, and fomc 
weaknefs of body attending, it threw me 
into a ftrong fever, and a ftoppage in my 
breaft, that it was with fome difficulty I got 
home, and continued without any amend- 
ment a confiderable time : and one evening, 
as I was preparing for bed, an impofthume 
broke, which I fuppofe was on my lights, 
becaufe it came up my windpipe, almoft 
ftrangling me for a confiderable time, that I 
cxpeded I was near expiring ; but fek a re- 
fignation in this trying time beyond my ex- 
pcdiation, which 1 took to be a great favour 
from the Lord : there is no fupport like the 
light of his countenance. I cpntinued bleed- 
ing more or lefs many days, but gradually 
mended. In the eighth month, being pretty 
well recovered, in much love I felt draw- 
ings in my mind to vifit fomc meetings in 
the back parts of Chefter, Philadelphia, and 
Bucks counties, and part of New-Jerfey, 
and laying my concern before my friends, had 
their concurrence, and was accompanied by 
my kinfman Joihua Brown through moft of 
the journey. Our firft appointed meeting 
was at Radnor, in which trum owned our fer- 
vicein a good degree, and paffing over Schuyl- 
kill, we went to Plymouth, North Wales, 

H 2 Skippack, 
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Skippack, and New Providfence, which laft 
meeting, for want of more careful notice, 
was very fmall ; and not being eaiy in my 
mind, I had a Angular freedom to let them 
know that I would endeavour to be at that 
place on the fecond day following, and 
fhould be glad they would pleafe to give full 
notice thereof; and having a ftrong draught 
in my mind to turn back to North Wales, I 
went the fame evening to Robert Jones's at 
Skippack, and next day to fee a friend who 
had been a long time indifpofed, with 
whom we had a good opportunity, which I 
believe was of advantage to the friend, 
through the goodnefs and mercy of the 
blefled Shepherd of Ifrael. I alfo vifited 
two other friends, and we were comforted 
together in the renewing of heavenly good- 
nefs : and on firft day was at North Wales 
meeting; which was large and fatisfad:ory, 
and at Providence again on fecond day, 
where friends generally met, and I had an 
opportunity to clear myfelf in a particular 
manner. Then went to Evans's meeting, 
by the fide of Schuylkill, and had a meeting 
the fame evening at the houfe of Thomas 
May, both which were to fome fatisfadtion. 
Afterwards went to Maiden-creek, Exeter, 
and Richmond, and from thence over Dela- 
ware to Kingwood, and vifited the meetings 
in Burlington, Gloucefter, and Salem coun- 
ties, as far down as Greenwich, and returned 
homewards by Haddonfield, ifrom whence, 

in 
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in my going down, my kinfman Jofhua 
Brown left me, and went home. I called 
to vifit Hannah Cooper, whofe hulbaiid had 
not long been dead : fhe feemed under afflic- 
tion of body and mind. I felt a near lym- 
pathy with her, and, though we did not 
converfe much together, yet in the owning 
love of him who is a friend to the afflidled, 
we were mutually comforted. She exprefled 
her fatisfa6tion in a tender manner, faying, 
that foon after I came her exercife was light- 
ened, and £he was refrefhed, in a fenfe of 
the kindnefs of the Lord, in affording a 
fympathy and inward feeling to the children 
pf his family. My foul was humbled in 
reverent thankfulnefs to him, the Author of 
all good, who is praife worthy for ever. 
In the morning I had a paffage over Dela- 
ware, about the tenth hour, which, by rea- 
fon of ice, ha4 not been pafTable for feveral 
days before. Tarrying in Philadelphia that 
night, I went next day to Derby meeting, 
and the day following got well home, and 
found my dear wife and family well. 

On my leaving home to perform this vi- 
fit, I felt great inward weaknefs, and in 
going frqm meeting to meeting, frequent 
humbling baptifms attended, in whicn the 
prefent flate of the church was feen, and the 
conditions of many fpoken to in the love of 
truth ; which made me often think that it 
feemed like a farewell vifit, at leafl fpr a 
long time. 

H 3 I may 
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I may now make a remarkj, which I hope 
will not be improper or unprofitable. As I 
pafled along in this vifit, I obfervcd fome 
^ people would earneftly prefs mc to go home 
with them, and would fay they would not 
take it kind- if I did not; and friends did 
not ufe to ferve them fo, that is, pafs by 
them ; yet I thought there was not mueh of 
the innocent fweetnefs of truth to be felt at 
their houfcs, or even about them. Though 
they would fay, * Why, thou haft hit thq 

* nail on the head ! there is juft fuch people 

* among us as thou haft fpokcn of/ and 
fcemed to themfelves fafe and eafy, when 
perhaps their religion lay much in thinking 
that good friends were familiar with thern^ 
and thought well of them. I alfo took no- 
tice of another fort, who, though they were 
jiot fond of having friends to go with them, 
would fpeak well of their fervice, and deal 
it out liberally to others in a cenforious 
manner, and not look on themfelves with a 
true profpedt,' which would have led them 
to fmite on their own breafts, with a feel- 
ing, fhort prayer, rather than apprehend 
themfelves better than others, when per-* 
haps covetoufnefs and a worldly fpirit kad 
almoft deftroyed charity, which is the furc 
produdt of true religion. A third ibrt I bc-p^ 
held humbled and bowed, whofe words were 
few, and who would frequently, if they J&id 
any thing, lament the ftate of the fociety, and 
fpeak of their oWi^ we^knefs, and fear left: 

they 



OF JOHN CHURCHMAN, roj 

they ihould not walk in the uprightnefs pf 
truth before their own families and the 
church : the dew refted on them in their 
humble fituation. I was thankful in the 
fenfe I had that there were fome few of 
theie in almoil every meeting ; and I had a 
firm belief, that fome among the youth 
were under the hand of the Great Preparer 
of men for his own work. Thefe children 
are moftly modeft, and diffident of them- 
felves, fincerely aiFedtionate, not over for- 
ward or fondling, but lovers of truth in 
heart, to whom I felt great nearnefs of fpi- 
rit, believing they wouH grow in the root 
of life. 1 beheld fome others among the 
youth, whom I feared had too great a de- 
light to live on the labours of others, who 
neverthelefs had been favoured with the 
reaches of Divine Love, but for want of 
dwelling deep and humble with the pure 
witnefs in them&lves, ran out in the affec- 
tionate party and were greatly delighted to 
hear truth's teftimony, and valued inftru-- 
mcnts according to their own liking. Thefe, 
though they appear as goodly iiowers> for 
want of an hu^mbl^ abode in the vine, do 
ibmetimes wither away as grafs on the boufe- 
top, " If you love me, keep my com- 
*^ ijiandmicnts," was a precept of our Iwljr 
Ldrd and Mafter. To keep im coiiiman4- 
ments, we mulfc ifnwardly dweU with hi$r 
^ace in out hearts, by which the law of 
:^^ fpirit of life is known and UAderilood, 

H4 ^y 
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by the enlightening and everlafting fure 
word of prophecy, which will privately in- 
terpret, and fecretly fhew to every man his 
duty, and the calling of God, and abilitate 
to abide therein: and his '* law is light,*'^ 
and his commandment as a lamp to the feet 
of his people for ever. 

As I fat in a week day meeting in the 
winter (1748) which was held in a private 
houfe, . (our meeting-houfe being burnt 
Ibme time before) I felt great weaknefs and 
poverty attending my mind, which occa- 
sioned a deep inquiry into the caufe; and 
after a time of inward waiting, the hum- 
bling Divine Prefence was felt in reverent 
profound filence, yet the gentle operation of 
the Divine Power caufed a fecret inward 
trembling, and the following was uttered in 
a language intelligent to the inward man, 

* Gather thyfelf from all the cumbers of 

* the world, and be thou weaned from the 

* popularity, love, and friendfhip thereof/ 
I believed this to be the voice of the Holy 
One of Ifrael, as a merciful warning to pre- 
pare for my final change, or^ to ftand ready 
for fome fervice which would feparatc me 
from temporal bufinefs, and the neareft con^ 
nedtions in life ; and from that time I en-r 
deavoured to fettle my affairs, and contra<3: 
my little bufinefs as well as I could, la 
the fummer following I met with an unex- 
pected trials for without my knowledge my 
name was put in the new commiflSon for 

jufiices 
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juftices of peace, and endeavours were ufed 
to perfuade me to be qualified, in order to 
ad: in that ftation, and fome of my particu- 
lar friends told me it feemed providential, 
and they thought it was my place to accept 
thereof, as I might be helpful by way of 
example to fome in the commiffion who 
were friends. For a fliort time I was ex-» 
ceedingly ftraitened, but my eye being fixed 
on the Lord for counfel, it pleafed him in 
great condefcenfion once more to revive the 
fentence before mentioned, * Gather thyfelf 
* from all the cumbers of the world,' &c. 
which to me fettled the point, and I became 
eafy in mind, and humbly thankful to my 
bleffed Inftrudtor, who had called me for 
other fervice. 

After my return home from the vifit to 
friends in New-Jerfey, before related, I felt 
fuch an inward filence for about two or 
three weeks, that I thought I had done 
with the world, and alfo any further fervice 
in the church, and the preparing hint was 
brought to my mind, with thankfulnefs that 
I had endeavoured in a good degree to prac- 
tife it. And one day, walking alone, I felt 
myfelf fo inwardly weak and feeble, that 1 
flood ftill, and, by the reverence that co- 
vered my mind, I knew that the hand of 
the Lord was on me, and his prefence round 
about: the earth was filent, and all flefli 
brought into ftillnefs, and light went forth 
with brightnefs, and (hone on Great Britain, 

Ireland^ 
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Ireland^ and Holland, and my mind felt the 
gentle, yet ftrongly drawing cords of that 
love which is ftronger than death, which 
made me fay, * Lord! go before, and 

• ftrengthen me, and I will follow whither- 

* focvcr thou leadeft/ I bad feen this jour- 
ney near fifteen years in a very plain man- 
ner, and at times, for ten years, thought 
the concern fo ftrong upon me, that I fniift 
lay it before my friends for their advice, hut 
was fecretly retrained; being made to be- 
lieve that an exercife o£ that fort would ri- 
pen beft to be kept quiet in my own h^su-t, 
to know the right time, by no means defir^ 
ing to run without being £mt. To iee a 
thing is not a commiffion to do that th^ng : 
the time when, and judgment to knovir the 
acceptable time, are the gifts of God. The 
time I had to prepare for the journey was 
fhort, and therefore thought it was needful 
to employ my time to the beft advantage ;? 
and as I had a defire to fee friends of feveral 
particular meetings, namely Bradford, Weft: 
snd Bail Cain, tJwchland, Nantmill, and 
Gofhen, my Mer Dinah James went with 
me to thofe meetings, whkb through the 
goodnefs of the Lora were foKdly profitable. 
We had alfo a meeting at Henry Hockley's, 
near French Creek Iron works, which w» 
to fome good £itisfadioa, and &> to the 
quarterly meeting at Concord in the twelfth 
month, where I met my brother, William 
Brown, who queried of nut where I had 
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been, and what I had been doing. I tc^d 
him, I had been doing as he and every ho- 
ncft man ought to do, collefling little debts, 
and paying where I owed, and endeavouring 
to fettle my affairs ; for that fuch care was 
neccffary when one expedted a great fum 
would be inotmediately demanded. In a few 
days after my return from the quarterly** 
meeting I laid my concern before our pre- 
parative meeting, in order that friends might 
nave a month to weigh and confider it be- 
fore I fpoke for a certificate : for I wanted 
their feeling concurrence in this weighty 
undertaking, firmly believing that my great 
and good Matter would not require any 
thing of me in which my dear friends could 
not concur ; and though while the power of 
truth was upon me, I was made freely to 
give up, yet now home, and the near af- 
fection to a dear wife, only fon, relations 
and friends, were exceedingly quick and af- 
fecting; and fomething in me feemed to 
have a choice, that my friends would judge 
that I was too weakly and infirm in body^, 
or not otherwife qualified for the fervice, 
and if that fliould be their mind, I thought 
I (hould be clear. In the interval I vifited 
the neighbouring meetings, and carefully 
attended to the motion of truth therein : 
and in the firil months having the concur- 
rence of the preparative meeting, I ladid my 
concern before the n(M)nthly-mecting, and 
{^tended ©ur general fpring-m^cting at, Phi- 

kdelphia. 



io8 The LIFE and TRAVELS 

iadelphia. And my brother, William Browiv 
having fpoken for a certificate on the like 
concern, it feemed pleafant to think of crof- 
ling the ocean together, and friends were for 
propofing a paflage, and what fliip we fhould 
go in I bvtt 1 felt a fecret prohibition againft 
being any ways concerned about a paflage 
until I had a certificate, and knew that I 
was fully clear, fo returned home. And 
having a defire to fee friends in York coun- 
ty, over Sufquehanna, I went there, ac- 
companied by my brother, James Brown, 
to the meetings at Newberry, Warrington, 
Huntington, and Monallan, which were 
moftly to a good degree of fatisfaftion ; and 
in my return, being humble and low in 
mind, and ruminating on my European 
journey, which was before me, my fpirit 
feemed to fink, and my aflfeftion to my dear 
wife and family, and friends, fo awakened 
upon me, that it looked to me impoflible to 
part from them and live ; but endeavouring 
to retire, blefled be the name of the Lord,' 
the helper of his people ! by whofe power a 
filence was known, and by a gentle, inftruc- 
tive, inward voice, my attention was gained, 
and my mind diverted from its pain by the 
following query: * Suppofe thou fhouldft 

* lend a valuable thing to a neighbour of 
' thine, to be returned on demand, and 
' thou fliouldft favour him therewith from 

* time to time, not only one year, but fe- 

* ven, and then jfhouldft fee caufe to de- 

* mand 
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* mand it to be rej&gned; wouldft thou not 

* think that neighbour ungrateful, if he 

* did not refign it chearfully, and with 
' thankfulnefs and acknowledgment fuita- 

* ble to thy kindnefs?' The propofition 
demanded my affent, and my undemanding 
was fully opened by the following applica- 
tion : * All that thou enjoyeft is mine; doft 

* thou love thefe things more than me ? if 

* not, why is it fo hard for thee to refign 

* all to follow me?' which made me cry, 

* Lord ! enable me, and I will follow thee : 

* it is only by thy ftrength I can do it." 
And by the gracious goodnefs of Chrift, my 
great and good Mafter, I felt an humble re- 
fignation to his will, who, being all things 
to his people, is worthy to be followed and 
obeyed for ever. Now I was led to believe 
this was the inftru<3:ion of the bleffed Spirit 
to me, and as I had much comfort and fa- 
tisfadtion thereby, I am free to leave it as a 
hint, that others under trials, of what kind 
foever, may be encouraged to look unto him 
for help, who is the Lord, mighty to favc, 
and able to deliver to the uttermoft all who 
fincerely truft in him. 

I returned home, and my certificate being 
figned in the feeond month, attended our 
quarterly-meeting at Concord in the third 
month, and went to Philadelphia to fee for 
a paffagc, and with my brother, William 
Brown, found one to our liking, and to the 
iatisfaftipn of friends, which we alfo va- 
lued. 
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lued. I then returned horne^ waiting nntil 
the fllip was near ready to fail^ and during 
that time vifited feveral neighbouring meet* 
ings» taking leave of my neighbours and 
friends. And on the firft day of the fourth 
months {lyS^) ^^^^g leave of my dear 
wife and aged mother, I left home before 
fun rife, and went to Philadelphia that 
night, fpent the next day in vifiting fome 
of my acquaintance, and on the fir& day 
of the week attended three meetings; in 
the morning at the Bank, which was a fa-^ 
tisfadtory good meeting, wherein friends 
were exhorted to attend on the gift of God 
for inftrudtion and ability to perform every 
good word and work, and in the afternoon 
and evening at the High, or Market-ftreet 
houfe, which, though not quite fo open as 
the other, were in the main folid good 
meetings. 

C H A P. IV. 

His vtfit to Great Britain^ Ireland and 
Holland^ from the year 1750 to 1754, 
with divers obfervations on the ft ate of 
our religious fociety in the courfe of his 
travels. 

GN the fourth day of the fourth month, 
(1750) being the fecond of the week, 
we left Philadelphia, accompanied by feve- 
ral of our relations and friends to Chefter, 

and 
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and went on board the (liip Carolina, Ste- 

Shen Mefnard commander, (bound for Lon* 
on) where my brother, William Brown, 
and myfelf, took leave of them; and paf- 
{ing down Delaware, went out to fea in the 
afternoon of the fixth of the fame month, 
and had a good paffage, in which I was not 
fea fick, though my brother was moft of 
the time. We landed at Dover on the fixth 
of the fifth month, being juft five weeks 
from the time I left my own houfe; and 
we had to rejoice with humble thankful- 
nefs that, during the paflage, we were care- 
ful to keep our meetings in the great cabin 
twice a week, in which we felt the prcfencc 
of our great Lord and Maftcr, and thereift 
were comforted. On the day we landed wc 
had a meeting at Dover, to good fatisfadtion ; 
then took paffage in a ftage coach to Can- 
terbury the fame evening, and lodged at 
William Patterfon's, who entertained us 
very kindlyj refted there on feventh day, 
and on firft day fat with friends in their 
morning and afternoon meetings, to fome 
fatisfad:ion. Though I had little to fay to 
them, I thought there was a tender people 
in that city, and William Brown had an 
open time. Next morning taking our paf- 
fage in a ftage coach, we reached London 
the iamc evening, and continued in and 
about the city until the twenty-firft of the 
fixth month, in which time I wrote divers 
letters to my wife, and particular friends in 

Pennfylvania; 
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Pennfylvania; and was feveral times at each 
of the meetings in the city, in which' I fat 
moftly filent, under a great exercife of mind 
from a fenfe of a too forward miniftry, 
which rather diflurhed the folemn quiet 
thereof than miniftered inftrudion to the 
humble waiting children, (of which number 
I thought there were many in that city) 
though it feemed delightful to thofe who 
loved to hear words eloquently delivered, 
and to have the itching ear pleafed, yet who 
in heart were libertines, and in pradtice difor- 
derly walkers. I fometimes thought, that 
my filent fitting was fo ordered for an exam- 
ple to others, for a more fteady waiting in 
their own gifts, to know life to rife into 
dominion in meetings. My exercife in- 
creafed fo, that my fleep feemed to depart 
from me, and I remained as one fealed up, 
as to miniftryj nor had I freedom to go 
from houie to houfe to dine, or to make 
many acquaintance : I was therefore cenfured 
by fome, as Angular and narrow. At length 
I felt great enlargement of heart towards 
other focieties, though my mouth was fhut 
towards our own : and for a time it feemed 
as if I muft go and have meetings among 
thoie who did not profefs with us. And 
one day, as I was walking towards RatclifF 
fields, for the air, a draught of aflfedion 
flowed fo ftrong towards fome in high fta- 
tipns in government, that I concluded, that 
I tnuft declare the way of life and falvation 

through 
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thrdujgh Chrift Jefus our Lord ambhg theriii 
feeling a greater openncfs that wky thaii to 
friehoi i biit making a ftand, I fecretl^ cried„ 

* Ah^ Lord ! what then will become of the 

• family whoni thou dreweft me hither to 
' vifit.' Then, after a little while, that 
charge came into my mind very frefh. Mat* 
X* 5, 6. *' Go not into the way of the Gen- 
** tiles^ and into any city of the Samaritan^ 
** ehter ye not; but go rather to the iofi 
** flieep of the houfe of Ifracl.'' Which 
broiight great fweetnefs, and an iiicfeafing 
heart-yearning for, and lo\^e to, the houfhbld^ 
and made me acknowledge. Good art thou^ 
O Lord .God, for thjr mercies endure for 
ever and ever. And I remembered that 
Nenemkh quietly viewed the ftate of Jcru- 
falcm by night; and faw that if I had any 
fJbrvice to do in London, th6 time for it was 
not yet come. I alfo remembered what 
came into my mind at the fccond meeting I 
\<ras in aftei^ my landing, in which I had hut 
a few fentences to fpeak, and the motion 
of life ceafed, and I fat down, (as I have 
always found it fafe^ id do) and felt inward 
poverty and wcakniefs, yet a quiet and at- 
tihfivc niiiid; but my brother, William 
Browii, had good fervice, and an open time 
attibnjg the peoplfe, at which I did admire/ 
and faid in my heart, he is fit to be fent 
abtoarf^ but, alas! t am one of the jneaneft 
fervalits that was ever fent over the fca to 
preach A^ gofjpeli when this gehtie* cau- 

I tio9 
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tion came before me : * Mind thy own bu-» 

* finefs, and be faithful in thy gift; thou 

* haft a great journey before thee,, and thy 

* ftore is fmall : live, therefore, frugally, 
^ and Ipend carefully, and covet not ano-* 

* ther's, and thou ihalt not want what is 
' convenient for thyfelf, and foniething to 

* fpare to jthe needy.* Whereupon I de* 
lircd, with an humble heart, to be prefcfved 
in patience and meeknefs, becoming a dif- 
cipie of my great Lord and Mafter, and^ 
therein to wait fqr renewed inftruftion and 
ability, to labour in mine own gift without 
Repining, however fmalL 

In a few days I felt fome opennefs to- 
wards the Weft of England, and informed 
my brother, William Brown, thereof, who, 
after a little paufe, told me that his way 
opened Eaftward. One fome confideration 
of the matter, we concluded it was beft 
for each of us to mind the pointings of 
truth, though in fome crofs to our own 
wills ; for this profpe<ft feemed to part us : 
and if we fliould endeavour to go together 
for a time, and then part, fome might judge 
there was a diflike, or want of unity be- 
tween us, and on communing.with fome of 
cfur friends, they were of the fame naind,. 
So we refigned, and in much love and af-, 
fcdtion took leave of each other. 

Underftanding there was a yearly-meet- 
ing to be held in Somerfetftiire for feveral 
of the weftern counties, and haying fom[e 

drawings' 
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drawings to attend it, I left London on thd 
twenty-fil-ft bf the fixth iiiorith> in com- 
baiiy with my fjfiend John Hunt, at whofc 
houle I lodged, ahd John Pembei'tbri, who 
tame over fca with uS on account of his 
health, and had a meeting that day at Staines, 
Which was pretty good and open ; the next 
at Bafingftoke, ahcffo on to Salifbury and 
Shaftlbury, the two laft being dull meetings; 
(which is often the cafe where friends are not 
tareful to live near to truth) and reached to 
Ivelchefter, the place where the yearly-^ 
meeting began, bn feventh day in the even*' 
ing, the twenty-fifth of the month. On 
firft day we had two meetings in ^he towti-*' 
hall; and many people being there, meefr 
ings Were held at the Market-crofs in the 
ftreet at the fame time. I fat filent that day. 
On the next there was a meeting of minif-* 
fers and elders in the morning, in which I 
had. ibme remarks to make refpedting mi* 
niftry^ There were alfo two publick meet- 
ings the fame day, one of which was dull, 
the other more open, and on third day two 
meetings rather better, when the yearly-meet- 
ing ended. Some meetings being laid out for 
me, John Hunt returned to London, but John 
Pemberton concluded to go with me a few 
days,* and his company was kindly accepted of 
by me, he being a fober, well inclined young 
man. We went to Ilminfler, the firfl appoint- 
ed meeting, in which the good prefence was 
vfritnefTed much to my comfort: for I faw 
la that 
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that the Lord was near, and helped me ia 
my gift by opening the ftate of the meet- 
ing, l)leired be his name for ever ! I alfq 
had an evening meeting at Chard, and next 
day at Yeovil, which was large, and open 
for dodtriiie. Then at Sherborn, on the 
edge of porfetftiire. From thence went tc^ 
vifit the wife an4 children of Jonah Thomp- 
ion, at Comptoii, he being in Pennfylvapia, 
on a religious vifit* I had 6)me good fatif- 
fa£tion in the family, and tarried there a 
^diy. Then went to the meetings at Lonjg 
Sutton, Pqddimore, Grinton, Glaftonbury, 
Shiptbn-mallet, and Frome, in which I had 
moiUy clofe and plain fervice, yet not with-r 
out a degree of tne fweetnefs and power of 
truth, in a fenfe whereof I ^as often mad^ 
humhly thankful to the Lord. Then pro- 
ceeding to Bath, was at the forenoon and 
afternoon meetings there, a,nd had an even- 
ing meeting at Caleb Ty ley's, Mfhich were 
in fome good degree owned hy ^ruth ; but, 
there is a ^ant of weighty folid friends in 
this pliace, which is much Irequentecl by 
moft forts of people, on account of tlie wa-» 
ters. From thence we went to Bradfbx:4 
and Pickwick meetings; but not b^i/)g clear; 
at the %rft, I returned, and had an evening 
meeting there, to which many came, anditj 
ended to fatisfadtion. Here !• may note,^ 
that having a defire to feie friends by thetfx- 
felves, and fometl^ing on my niind in a cloic 
ixianner to the fpciety, v^hen I ilood up and 

began 



OF JOHN CHURCHMAN. 117 

began to {peak, the houfe Was foon almoft 
filled by others, who would wait without; 
iettine ibme one to watch when there was 
any thing fpofcen* Upon their coming^^ in 
the fabjedt in my view clofed, and an open- 
ing in a doctrinal way prefented, and my 
mind turned to it, and I believe it was to 
the fatisfadtion of ibme feeking people pre- 
;fcnt. After I fat down a few minutes, 
finding no eafe refpe^ing my concern to-« 
wards friends, I had a freedom to inform 
the people, that the publick fcrvice of that 
meeting was how over, but I had a defire 
that the members of the meeting would 
ftay^ a little while. On which a friend went 
to the door, and when the others had gone 
out ihut it; and the friends moftly kept 
their feat^, and in a little time the i^te of 
the meeting came freflj before me again^ 
and I had: an opportunity to clear myfelf in 
a v6ry plain manner; (hewing that the greati- 
eft enemies to the truth were the profeflbrii 
ctf it, who did not obferve the inftruiaion$ 
cff truth, or grace of God, in their qwii 
hearts; for although the dodtriije thereof, 
^en dedared by cjuaiified inftruments, was 
clear and powerfully convincing, haying the 
l«ive' and fWfeetening evidence of truth with 
if, rcachinjjtte witnefs in their hearts; ytt 
when the' e3^s of fuch fo reached were 
turned to' behold the fteps and conduft of 
the libertine' profeflbrs among^ us, they were 
(luQ^bled by their example^ and^ fljcft wer6 
I 3 Ij» 
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an oiFcncc to the little ones, and their por^ 
tion, by way of comparifan, is hinted at 
by our Lord, when he fays, Mat, xviii. 6, 
:" But whofo fliall offend one of ^hefe little 
-'* ones, who believe in me, it were better 
^* for him that a miJlftonc were hanged 
f^ about his neck, and that he were drowned 
•" in the depth of the fea/' From thence 
we went to Wcftbury and Lavington meetr 
ings, and to the quarterly-meeting for Wiltr 
Aire, held at Devizes, which began pn the 
firft day of the week, two meetings for pub*r 
lick wbrfhip, and one in the evening for 
minifters and elders, and next day for wor- 
ship and buiinefs ; but I could fee no time, 
jior room to clear myfelf to advantage, for 
want of more ftillnefs. The fervice of 
meetings may be hurt for want of filence^ 
And the mirids of the people beponie too 
uhfettled to underftand and hear to profit^ 
In a fenfe whcreqf I left this place, with an 
heavy heart, and went to Chippenham, CorT 
iham, Charlcot, and Melkfham meetings; bc-r 
fides which had three evening meetings, one at 
Pickwick, in a fchqol-houfe belonging to 
Thomas Bennet, with hi§ bqarcling fcholars, 
and others i one at John Fry's, pf Svitton Ben- 
jar; and the other at Samuel Rutty *s; fomc 
of which were good meetings. Then leav- 
ing Wiltfliire, we paiTed thrqugh Bradford 
and Bath, and came to Briilol pn. the tweur 
ty-fecond of the month, where I tarried 
]»ntil firft day, ,the feventh of the eighth 
' ; . month^ 
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month, conftantly attending their meeting's 
as they canje in cowrie, and vifiting fcveral 
families, as truth opened niy way. My 
niind ancj fpidt was bovyed yery low in this 
city, under a fenfe of too general a declen- 
iipn and falling away from truth, into pride, 
high-mindcdnefs^ and the fpirit ot the 
world, and a conformity to the vain cuftoms 
and fashions thereof, of which I frequently 
made mentioij amongft theip, I was at their 
two weeks meeting fop buiinefs, and quar- 
terly-meeting for infpedting the affairs of 
truth, and laboured niuch to encourage them 
to hold weeyv-niieetings for minffters and 
elders, in order t^o enquire how meetings 
for worfhip were attended by publick friends, 
and >vhetner their miniftry was acceptable, 
and the lives and converfations of minifters 
and eiders correfpondent with their docftrine 
^nd profeffion j which care they had (Jrppped 
for fome time, | w^s at fixtttn meetings 
i|i this city, and one at Frenchay, and vi^ 
fited Ai>tl^p|iy Puryer's boarding-fchpol at 
that place. And being eafy to Jeave 3riftol 
for the prefent, we went to Chewniagna, in 
Sonrcrfetfliire;' apd, after dining af John. 
Hipfley's, had a religious opportunity in his 
family, and the, next day a meeting at Pprtiff 
head, an cvenirig p^eetihg at Jarnes Player's; 
then to Glayefhini, Sidcot, and Mark, fome 
of which vyeregopd meetings, A few el- 
derly friends here live i^ear truth, and there 
was • a yifitation to the youth, feveral of 
I 4 whom 
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lyhom appeared, tender and growing £n reli- 
gion j though many profeffors are fceking 
after the gain, love, and frien4^p of the 
world, not enough confidering that godlinefs 
with ponteqtiTient is the beft ^in. Our next 
meeting was at Bridgewater, then at TauA** 
ton; and we were comforted toget;hc|: with^ 
friends ip their morning and afternooa n^V 
ings. Jn the Divine prefence there is, Ii$:5 
and the living are qi^ad^ able to P^^U^ 1^^ 
Lord, who is worthy. From thence paili^ 
to Minchead, Milverton, Wellington, Spice- 
land, Columpton^ having a ineeting at ^h 
p^ace^ we came to Exeter, in Devonfliife, 
and attended three meetings therQ on firft 
day, in each of which I had fomcthing to 
offer J but was much depreffed under an,ap^ 
ptehenfion of the prevalence of a deiiliqal 
fpirit oyerfomc, which, with the indiiflfcrencQ 
of others about rcH^ionj^ and a light forward^ 
zeal in fome others, without the deep, in- 
ward, baptizing I^owledge of truth, occa-r 
^on the piure and ever blefled power thereof 
to be at a low ebb in that citVt When the 
children of the Lord l^now him their Re- 
deemer to live by his heavenly power ia 
the|ii| they know alfo that thereby they live, 
and feelingly know his truth . and the pre-r 
cibus teftimony, and by this knowledge are 
influenced with an holy, humble zeal, in 
Jove and meeknefs to work in his vineyard 
the church, to the honour of God, and the 
(^dii^catipB an4 reftoj-ation <^ne of another. 

I^eaying; 
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r LfairiQg £x<ter» we weat to T^piham^ 
l^d h^: a/ dark» duU meeting j and flaying^ 
^ a^ friend's houib to dine, ona at the table, 
vHbpft %3 I underfliood, could not fpare time 
HP ^Jrtend th9 meeting, aiked me if I was; 
ever in New^England, and whether I could 
jliform. him what fort of a country it was : 
for, added he, I have heard people fay, that 
the qorn (that is wheat) will not ripen thera^^ 
Iju.t i» iinittpn. with a rotting mildew, whic^ 
^Ifi^s.the wheat in the ear. I fuddenly hh 
l^4t. \ h^d need, of being careful in anfwer- 
ipg, httfe linew not v/hy. I anfwered wilfc 
(;%Utipn, th^ti Ihad\feen wheat in that coun*^ 
t^y which looked to be well grown, but iib 
th§ ear, where grain fhould be, there was^ 
ii^tje elfe but a black fmut, in foi-m of ^ 
g^ain, ihayeheardi faidhe, that it would 
Ij^r fpUf good wJieat formerly, and whati 
qaiv now be the caufe why it is blafted;- didilf 
ibou, ever hear? On which I related to 
him aipaflage which Lhad heard, viz-, twor, 
pejr/biis being in Bofton, had a curiofity to 
{f^ the old prifon, from whence thofe- friends 
wer.^ Ipd to the place of execution who were 
Iwigpi, at Bofton for their religio^us tefti* 
mony and principles; and an inhabitant of 
th^ town> going^ with them, brought th^en 
tP) the prifon; and one of the men faid* to 
their guidc> is. this, the old jail wher-e the 
friend^s lay who wcRt hanged? Ai>oJd wo* 
mflo, who fat knitting at the door$ though 
ftOtfipo^en to^ anfwered^ Yes, it i&, and we^ 

feelingly 
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fjaelirigly know it ; for a curfc has been on 
the land ever iipce, fo that it will not bear^ 
wheat withoiit a blailing, and we are be-** 
^den to other colonies for bread. He re^ 
plied, with an air of jefting, 1 have heard 
fo^ but I believe nothing of it, I told him 
We might obfcrve, that the Almighty had 
jRmietimes. Kpaai&fted his difpleaiure on a^ 
pepple or nation, by famine, the fword, or' 
peftilenpe, for their tranfgreffions, if wc had- 
a belief in the facred writings of the Old 
Teftament, He faid it could not be, that 
the Almighty, who is love in perfeiftion, 
and in himfelf infinitely happy for ever, 
ihpuld delight in feverity, and take vengeance 
on roan, the workmanlhip of his hand: 
fon[ie, who are narrow in their way qf think«^ 
ing, may believe fuch things, but, for his 
part, he had ideas more noble of the Deity, 
than to believe fuch notions. By which I 
perceived he was , a Deift, and did not rei- 
gard the fcriptures, and that it would be 
vain to fay much to him: having often 
thpught it was very difficult to fay any thing 
%o reach thofe fort of low freethinkers, who 
cxerqife themftlves in the wifdom which i$ 
from bepeath^ and dwell fafely in their own 
imaginations and conceits, whofe communis 
cation is often infoftious to others, and to 
be per/ceived in the meetings and neighbour- 
hoods wJhere they refide* 

From thence we went to Bovey, Newton- 
Bufliel,^ Totnefs, any! King's Bridge j at the 

laft. 
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fafty after the morning- and afternoon meet^ 
ings, we had one in the evening with 
friends fele£ted> which was to fatisfadtiohv 
And hearing of pne family that lived many 
miles from any meeting, I had a de- 
fire tp fee them, and went thither. I let 
the friend know that I came there on pur- 
pofe to fee him and his family, and fhould 
be glad to have them come together, and be 
ftill a little v^^hile, defiring it might be foon, 
for we intended to go that night to Ply- 
mouth. He iaid if would not anfwer them 
at that time, his children being employed in 
preffing out cyder. I let him know that I 
hoped I (hould not detain them long, and if 
they lightened the prefs, the cyder would 
not run over: but could not prevail with 
him, though I informed him that I had left 
all my bijfiijefs, and had come fome thou- 
fand^ of miles to fee my friends in this na-« 
tion; and hearing how remote he lived from 
pieeting. had 9 particular mind to fee him, 
Jle replied, that he fhould be glad if it had 
fuited them, but could not put his bufinefs 
by at that tinie. So, with a heavy heart, I 
Jeft his houfe, and went to Plymouth, where 
yre had a meeting the next day. Then to 
Germain's, Lifcard, Looe, Auftil, and Den-r 
By*s, (in Cornwall) at which laft place the 
people are moftjy employed in the tin mines, 
and we had a pretty good meeting, a vifit 
from a friend being acceptable to them, and 
\^9y willing tp leav? their bufinefs, thoygh 
: * poor 
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pooir proplc* From hence we procecdied 
pwtrey dAr&Sb to the land's--end^ intending to 
take the meetings^ en our return, and were 
zf Penzance meeting on fixth day. At this 
meeting my eompanion^ John Pemberton, 
fpolx a few w<irde in way of teftimony, ten- 
der and: biaoken> being the firft time, and I 
bought had a good degree of the &vdur of 
truth' attending. And on feventh day went 
to vifit an ancient friend fick and bed rid, 
neap the land's-end, where formerly there 
had been a meeting, and returned in the 
evening to Penzance. On firfl day had a 
meeting at Marazion in the morning, and at 
Peneancc in the evening. We then^ turned 
eaftward, and' attended a meeting at Fal-*- 
mouth, imd five others in this county of 
Cornwall. Then paj9ed through Devonfhire, 
taking a meeting at Oakhamptbn^ and twelve 
others in Somerfetfhire, fome of which were 
large and open, for there came many Pek- 
ing people to the meetings at Bridgewater, 
and Ihope fome of thoie opportunities were, 
throiigh Divine favour, profitable td lome 
of them. Ahd not being eofy in-my miQd 
to leave this county without being at th* 
quartwly-meeting for' bufinefi, to be held 
at Gl^onburv, I returned ^thitjhier, and*wa* 
concerned to lay before ffiend^ the^ declining 
ftateof the fociety in that county; aii4 to 
exhort them to put the difcipline in prae^ 
tice, that the churoh mig^t be cleared from 
diibrderS]^ which pauffed reproach* It was 

thought 
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thought by fficnd« to be the moft folidquar-* 
terly meeting which h^d been held in that 
(Tounty for maoy years* jFrpn> thence we 
weijit to Calne, in Wiltfljire, being about 
fifty mile;, and were at their meeting or^ 
firit day, the fixtcenth of the tenth mouth i 
where we met pur friend and countryman 
Daniel StantoUf from Philadelphia, in the 
^ourfe of his religious vifit, and were glad 
in each other's company, though the meet-^ 
ings, both forenoon and afternooi?, were but 
dull; the people looking for words were dif- 
apppintcd. The next day we went together 
to a monthly-meeting at Chippenham. The 
meeting for wprihip was held in the meet-* 
ing-houie; at the concluiipn of whic£i friends 
roie and went out. I afked them wheie 
^ey were going, for I felt very uneafyj they 
iCaid to do the bufinefs of the meeting ; and 
feeling a ftrong engagement to be with theni 
while they tranfadled the affairs of the 
church, I followed them, -though it rained 
very faft. They went into a{pacious houfe, 
where a room was prepared for the purpofct 
^d a good fire. I fat down with them, 
though forely diftrefled. They feemed to do 
the buiinefs in a formal ready way; I endea-* 
youred to prefs them to weightinefs of ipi^ 
fit, th;^ they might feel the ftate of the {o^ 
c;iety, and the need there was to put the 
difcipline in practice, for religion was at a 
low, ebb iu that county. They feemed not 
to underftand me» and indeed I found but 

littk 
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little room or openhefs to fay much to thcrrij 
They foon fihifhied theif bufincfs; when i 
rofe up, ^nd moved fof going away : they 
infol-fncd mfe, that friends ftaid to dine where 
the bufinefs Was ttznfz&cd, and that thcJ 
friends of the houfe would think' it very 
ftrange if I went away: fo they told the 
woman that the friend was going away. She 
met me in the hall, and faid I muft not go 
before I took dinner. I told her I fhould^ 
for I had not freedom to ftay to eat or drink 
in the houfe. She afked me why. I pref- 
fingly defired' her to enquire of the truth in 
her own heart, and fhe might find the caufe; 
fo 'I w6ht away, 'and a friend followed me 
out, and jfhewed me the way to his houfe, 
where I left my horfe, and there I found 
Daniel Stanton, and my companion, John 
Pemberton, who went not to the meeting 
for bufinefs. Daniel informed me, that he 
followed us to the door, but could not go 
in ; for he thought he felt the life of truth 
ftruck at, or trampled upon in that houfe, 
and therefore returned to the other, where 
we had left our horfes, and John Pemberton 
with him. I was glad that he had fuch a 
fenfe, and he exprefiTed fatisfaftion that I 
did not ftay to dine, fo w? dined together ;' 
after which Daniel went weftward, and we 
towards London, taking feveral meetings in 
our way, and arrived there the thirty-firft 
of the tenth month, and tarried in the city 
until the twenty-fifth of the eleventh 

month; 
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ihonth. In the meail time I carefully vififed 
^1 thd meetings^ in great awfulnefs^ being 
bowed in fpirit under a fenfe of a forward 
fniniftry^ and ikt chiefly in fileilce among 
them. I alfo attended their meetings for 
^ifc^ipline, namely, one quarterly-meetings 
thb monthly, two weeks, fecond day morn^ 
ing ..meeting, and meeting for fuiferings^ 
and was in much heavinefs of mind, having 
a fenfe of a great neglect in fonde who were 
a<5ive members, in not waiting for a true 
qualification to a£t for the honour of God 
and edification of the church. Neverthelefs, 
there is a remnant who are concerned to feek 
his honom-, arid to wait for the influence of 
his Divine Spirit and Power, to whom I was, 
at times, concerned to fpeak by way of en-- 
couragement. To tranfadl the weighty af- 
fairs of the church in as light and eafy a 
manner as men conrnianly buy and fell in a 
market, will always rather bring death Over 
a meeting than life. 

We left London on the twenty-fixth of 
the eleventh' month, and went to Chelmf- 
ford, in JBfTex, and the. next day fat Witk 
friends in their forenoon and afternoon meet-- 
ings, to . pretty good fatisfa<ftion, through 
the goodnefs and power of the Lord, whofe< 
prefence was. meafurably felt among us -to 
the praiie^iof ihis ever: worthy name, i Then 
t^ing npteetings as regularly as we .could, 
we vifiteE that county in twenty-four days/ 
and had tsvfUty- three publick meetings; and- 

fomc 
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feme family fittingsi My fcrvice for truth 
in this county wae in a clofe plain wiy^ 
moftly with but few words ; for it ofteh 
appeai'ed to me, that there \vas a greater 
deiire to hear, than to put in practice the£! 
things they were exhorted to, for which I 
often moUrned, and had a ftrong fympatl^y 
with the few fenfible, baptized friends 
among them. Fof brevity fake I clofe tihisr 
general account without further remark. 

We then pafled to IpAvich, in Suffolk^ 
tnd had a meeting with friends there to 
fome fatisfa<£tion ; there being, a tender fin- 
cere remnant among, them. And taking the 
eaft part of the coiinty, we had ten meet* 
l^gh : dnd Vliited feverat indifpofed ff i^nds^ 
to good £itis&dtion« Then went t^ Yaf-^ 
nK>uth> in Norfolk, and after attending their 
Qieetings in the morning and aftej^n6on' on 
£ri% . day, had a krgo :^trsfa£tory one the 
iiMS^e evening, many of the people of the 
town coming to it. Then- going to Nor-- 
Wicb, v^e tarried with' friends there about a 
itfeek, in which time I had four meetings ih^ 
IJMt city, and one at Lammas, near it; ami 
al^ vifited divers indi]||)ofed friends^ anc^ 
hud faticfacftioh herein. Intending fo viiit 
oiSi tk^ meetings in Norfolk county, a fdernd' 
undertook to lay them out fof me, aiid^ 
iMide a lift of thcatiy of which he gave fnef 
2, ^»f^ and told me it wsis the w^ to tafc6' 
t^e meetings' with the legSk travelling : \M9 
i kit wBmitiiv^m^jmnd,^ w^lich P Imd iU 

^ays 
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ways found, it fafe for me to attend to, un- 
til I faw a way open ; and being thought- 
ful about it, I defired him to inforna me- 
what: meeting bore moft to the north-eaftt 
from that place ; he told mc it was North- 
Walfliami I defired him to begin there, and 
nanoe the meetings moft regular afterwards^ 
and I would tell him if the lift felt pleafant 
as he went on. He then proceeded, and w« 
readily finifhed one that was eafy to me; 
when I defired. him to fet down the diftances^ 
as he had done in the other, and, qn com- 
paring them, wc found the laft to be at leaftr 
three miles lefs riding. He feemed to be^ 
pleaifed, and faid it was not the ufual way^ 
of taking thofc meetings. I. wai§ willing to^y 
lay, out nine, but told him, I was not fully j 
cftify to venture the giving publick notica^. 
further; that perhaps the weather might beic 
difficult^ . He faid. there would be a generali 
meeting in a. few days, when friends from^ 
many meetings would be together, and likely r 
to have full, notice very eafily given for a* 
few meetings further, which he thought Ij 
had beft leav^ fo him. So we went forwardt 
to North- Waliham» and had a fatisfaiSkoryf 
meeting, and ta^ng the meetings in courfe, 
Qai!ne to the quarterly-meeting of minift:ers. 
and: elders at Nfarwich. The friend who 
laid. out the. meiatings informed me, that if 
I had t^kfiB' them according to his fii^ft lift^; 
I: ihould. havfi xnterferiBd with a publick- 
friend at Ca^tsij, vdu) waa then, on a yifit^ 
i .^ K and 
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and he thought there was a hand of Provi- " 
dence remarkahle in turning me : for as wc 
were both ftrangers, we mould have been 
flraitened through a tender regard to each 
other's fervice. He likewife let me know, 
that he did not remember that their quar- 
terly-meeting began the next day after the : 
meeting beyond which I tol^ him I was not 
free to appoint any ; and that having fent 
the lift to a friend, to publifh at the general 
meeting before mentioned, he had been ' 
obliged to attend that meeting to ftop the 
notice refpeding the few meetings he talked 
of, otherwife I fliould have miffed the 
quarterly-meeting; and he thought it would 
teach him to be more cautious in future^ 
I mention this occurrence with a degree of 
reverent thankfulnefs and humility, .with 
no other view than to encourage thoie mi- 
nifters who are callBlfc' forth to vifit the ^ 
churches, to diligently and innocently at- 
tend to the motion of truth, which, the: 
more we are humbled and inwardly quiet, 
the clearer it is undefftood and felt : but as 
this is inftrudion for ourfelves, it is fafer 
for us to treafure it up in our own hearts, 
than to make it too cheap by talking there- 
of to others. This quarterly-meeting, both^ 
in refpedk to publick worfhip and tranfadt- 
ing th6 affairs of truth, was held to iatif- 
faSiion, through the Lord^s favour, who 
will be near to them that diligently feek 
Jjim, bleffed be his name for ever t • - - 

Then 
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Then taking Ellingham meeting, we went 
to Thetford, and had a meeting with friends 
there, both which were diftreffing, from a 
fenfe of the prevalence of a ranting fpirit. 
Here it appeared expedient to lay out meet- 
ings for the enfuing week, in order that 
fuitable notice might be given ; and as they 
were named to me in courfe by friends, I 
felt a remarkable defire to fee the friends of 
one certain meeting by themfelves, at or 
near the eleventh hour of the day, although 
quite a flranger to their fituation, numbers, 
or ftate. And a friend being prefent belong- 
ing to that meeting, I requefted her care 
about it, and then went home witH Richard 
Brewfter to Edmondfbury, and attended the 
meetings there on the firft day morning and 
afternoon, which were in the main fatisfac- 
tory, and in the evening had a meeting with 
a fick friend. In this town there is a conli- 
derable number of hopeful friends. We 
then went to Rattlefden, Bardwell, and 
through Livermore to Brand, the place 
where I had the defire to fee friends by 
themfelves, as before mentioned, and com* 
ing to the friend's houfe whofe wife had 
been intrufted with the notice, I afked her 
if it was not time to go to the meeting; {he 
laid. Thou muft afk my hufband, appearing 
to be difhrefled. I afked where he was ; Ihc 
replied in his warehoufe, and fen t for him. 
He coming after a while, I fupffofe about 
twelve o'clock, I afked him the time of the 
K z meet- 
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meeting; he anfwered. At fix in the evenings 
to be fure. I told him, that I had informed 
liis wife of my defire that it fhould be at 
eleven; he replied. She faid fo; but I thought 
it wpuld be difhonourable, for few only 
5^yould atfend it at that time ; for the people 
pf that town were chiefly fuch as were ob- 
Jige4 to do their day's work, which would 
be fini)[hed at fix ip the evening, when the 
hpufc would be nearly full. I told hini I 
did defire to fee friends by themfclves, and 
Jfupppfed they could meet ^t any hour. He 
granted that they could have met at the 
time propofed ; but faid, he was a man of 
9, more liberjd fpirit than to want to eat his 
morfel alone, but was defiroup his neigh- 
l>ours flipuld partake with hivm and thought 
|t his duty to endeavour to inform an4 help 
thofe whom he apprehended werp backward 
or igp9rant in the performance pf their 
duty: apd he faid the end and intent of 
ininifters going forth was to p.ublifh the gof- 

rl, and he thought to the more the better^ 
let Jiim know that it w?is neceflary for 
thofe who w^re called to the vvork of the 
]piii^ifl:ry, to knojw alfo to whpm they were 
calle^^ or otherY^ife they ngiight be miAaken,^ 
and go north ii^fteftd of fputh, or to a dif^ 
ferent nation of country. I^p anfwered* 
th^t he Ijel^cv^ if ^Jipy were rigjitly callpd, 
the .fpirjt \vpt|i4 infprw thepi wb?re they 
vir^p to go. } replipd,j! ^^TJ wejl ; ai>d when 
thfy afe cgnjp tg'ie rjghtpla^ th^e fpirit 

would 
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would let them know what they have to do. 
He faid, I believe fo too. Whereupon I 
told him, if I knew the language of that 
fpirit which called me from my native land 
to. Old England, it was the fame that in- 
clined me to fee the friends of that town by 
themfelves ; and afterwards, if I felt an en- 
largement of riiind^ 1 could have propofed a 
publick meeting with the town's-people in 
the evening. And why not one opportu- 
nity for both, he queried ; adding, * for I 

* fhould be willing that all the town .might 

* hear what thou canft have to lay to us.' 
I then faid to him, * If a certain great per- 
*' fon, on whom thy profperity in aril things 

* temporal did abfolutcly depend, fhould, 

* in Angular kindnefs^ to thee, Ifend a mef- 

* fenger to acquaint or advife thee of fome 

< matter relating to thyfelf, in thy own par- 

* ticular conduft, ip which thy^ profperity, 

* peace, and interefl would; without* thy 

* immediate care, be nearly aifefttd, wouldft 

* thou* judge it prudent to fay to the am- 

* baffador of fuch a friend; deliver itot thy 

* mefTage to me> untirTcall my neighbours 
' and the peoplfc of thetowmtohear it, and 

* fo expofe thy ownweaknefs to tHy difad- 
^ vantage; withouti benefit' to thjr neigH- 
^ hours '?' Gonfider* it' carefully:; m3r heart' 

* yearns to ♦ the profeflbrs of truth ^ in this 

* town; atid 'it feems tome that "my bufineft* 

* at prefent^ was only • with* them^^ aiid as I ' 

< cannot have -an opportuni ty, accordiirg^ to 

K 3 'my 
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* my freedom and defire, I fhall hold myfelf 

• excufed/ He anlwcred. If nothing but a 
meeting with friends will do, we muft fend 
them word to come together as foon as 
they can. I told him tnat would now by 
no means do; for he was at prefent fo chafed 
in his mind^ that he could not hear to much 
advantage. He then afked me what end 
would be anfwered by my coming there. I 
told him, to detedt fuch heady, unfound 
members as he was, that thought it di£ho- 
nourable for a few friends to meet together 
to worfhip God, though their number was 
more than twq or three, to whom the pro- 
ipife was* He faid. Then what will become 
of the meeting ? 1 let l^ini know he muft 
look to that, who had without orders hea- 
vily appointed it, and fo left hipa, and went 
to Mildenhall, where a friend told me, that 
he being at the nieeting aforefaid when pqlj- 
lick notice was given, that it was on thi3 
wife, / Friends and neighbours, pleaie tq 
1 take notice, that a friend from America^ 

* delircs a publick meeting here on Wed-j 

* nefday next, at fix o'clock in the even- * 

* ing,' which circumftapce I did not know 
when I was at his houfe. Qa the whole I 
had inward peace in my obfervations and 
conduct to this man, and many friends re^ 
jqiced; for feveral had been overborne by 
him, to their grief: and I was fince in- 
formed, that he fomewhat laid the matter 
to heart, and was often heard to fay, that 
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iJie would not fervc any friend fo again. 
After which we had many meetings in this 
county, and pafling into Cambridgefhire, 
had eight meetings therein : and I thought 
the life of religion was low in general, 
though there ai:e a few tender friends in fc- 
veral places. We then went to divers meet- 
ings in Huntingdonfhire, Northampton- 
ihire, Bedfordftiire, and Hertfordftiire, in 
which it was mpftly my lot to point out to 
friends the danger they were in of lofing the 
pure favour of truth, for want of humbly 
^tt^iding to the dictates thereof in their 
own hearts, which had already occafioned a 
dwarfifhnefs among the profeflbrs in thofe 
parts. Several friends met us at Waltham- 
Abbey from London, with whom we went 
to that city, in order to attend the yearly- 
meeting, which began on the twenty-fixth, 
and ended on the fixth day of the week, 
the thirty.firft of the third month, (1751) 
and in the feveral fittings thereof, both for 
publick worfhip and the tranfadtion of the 
affairs of truth, was thought, by many, to 
be the moft weighty and folid meeting that 
had been known for many years ; which was 
caufe of humble rejoicing and deep thank- 
fulnefs to many friends, in that the Lord 
had vouchfafed his heavenly prefencc in wif- 
dom and power, to the praife of his facred 
name. Several friends flaying in the city 
after the meeting was over, we had a large 
^d fatisfa£fcory one on the fevent^ day of 
K 4 thq 
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the week, and I tarried, attending divert 
meetings, until the fixth of the fourth 
month 5 then went to Chelmsford, . and fat 
^with friends in their morning and .afternoon 
meetings on firil day, and from thence to 
the yearly-meeting at Colchefter ; but being 
taken ill of a fever, I was prevented attend*- 
ing more than one fitting of that meeting n 
.yet through mercy was refigned, and had 
^peace. I ftaid their meeting in that town on 
the fifth day of the week, and the next day 
fet forward with .my brother, William 
Brown, John Griffith, and my companion, 
in order to attend Woodbridge yearly-raect* 
ing, which began on the feventcenth of the 
month ; and although the fever had not 
left njej^ I was enabled to attend :Cvery fitting 
pf it, which was a large and folid .meeting 
throughout, and friends were , refrqfhed to- 
gether, praifed bethe Lord! whofe mercy is 
great to his people. My conipanion> John 
Pemberton, wen^ with my brother to fome 
adjacent meetings, but I ftaid the week day 
xaeetingin this town, which was through di- 
jvine favour fatisfadory. We miet again at the 
yearly-meeting at Norwich in a few days, 
which concluded to fatisfadtion, and friends 
.were made truly thankful to the Lord for 
this additional favour. We Ipent a few days 
Jonger at this city, and attended their 
monthly-jcneeting ; after which, having a 
define; to vifit.a few meetings in cumpaay 
^vith nay birotheii WiUiain Bxows^^ where 

ranterifra 
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ranterifm fecmed to prevail, he having the 
Jifce concern, wc took a monthly-meeting 
at Wymoridham, alfo the meetings at Matif*. 
hall and Ellingham, in which we were con- 
icerned to ufe great plainnefs to clear our- 
iclve5, on account of that ranting ipirrt 
Then went to Wareham, and Imd a pre^ 
cious meeting with ihe few friends of that 
place, and to a very large general meeting at 
i)ownham, taany of other focieti^s being 
there ; and it became my concern to recite 
tthe words of our blefled Lord, John v- 
39, 40. ** Search the fcripturcs; for in them 
^* ye think ye have eternal life, and they 
** are they which teftify of me. And yc 
^* will not come to me, that ye might have 
^* life/' From whence I had to ihew them 
4the danger of trufting to inforraatian and 
knowledge, whether by reading the fcrip- 
tures, or hearing them preached, and ncg*- 
letting to attend unto the infpcaking voice 
of Chrift immediately in the hearty which 
is the only fure interpreter of the fcriptures, 
leading thofe who attend to his inftinidK>ii 
4n the fur« way to life eternal. Then part- 
ing with William Brown, we went to Wif- 
J)ich, and Thornyfaan, in Cambridgcfhire, 
and taJcing divers meetings in Lincolnfhire^ 
ive pafifed into the Eaft-riding of Yorkflujne, 
in which wev had twenty- four meetings, 
^d tafcmg eig&t in the county of Durham^ 
wre came to Shields, in Northumberland, 
Jfewcaftle, and Alnwick Abbey, and reached 

Kelfo, 
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Kelfo, in Scotland, on the firft of the fe- 
venth month, where we met Sufanna Fo- 
thergill, on her return home. We attended 
the morning and afternoon meetings at Kel- 
fo, on firft day. Alas! truth is here at a 
low ebb; and feeling my mind not to be 
clear of friends in this place, I deiired ta 
have a {t\c6k meeting with them, which Su- 
fanna and her companion attended, and we 
had an opportunity of clearing ourfelves of 
friends there, who had much fallen from 
the fimplicity of the pure truth, into the 
modes, fafhions, and cuftoms of the world, 
in their drefs, language, and manners; and 
truth owned our fervice with a degree of its 
Divine authority ; blefTed be the Lord, the 
God of Truth ! We then went to a meet- 
ing at the houfe of John Chrifty, at Orm- 
fton, to which many people came, and be- 
haved quietly, and the doctrine of truth 
opened pretty freely to them. From thence 
to a meeting at Edinburgh, in which I had 
a fenfe'that filerice \vas beft, apprehending 
the people had been too much fed with 
words. After fome> time one ftood up, and 
fpake of the excellence of refignation in mi- 
nifters to fpeak, or contentedly to be filent ; 
to be any thing or nothing, as the Lord was 
pleafed to order : but a fecret diftreffing fear 
attended my mind, that he was not enough 
inwardly engaged to diftinguiih the order 
and motion of the Spirit of Truth, from 
the bufy imagination and will of the crea* 
- ture. 
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ture, unfubjcded to the Divine Spirit ; and 
I found a concern to fhew the nature of true 
refignation, and the low humble quiet that 
attended the minds of minifters, or hearers, 
who had come to the real knowledge of it ; 
the dcfire of fuch as was turned unto the 
Lord only for heavenly inftruftion, and an 
inward evidence of the life and motion of 
truth ; for want of which, true gofpel mi- 
niftry was fometimcs obftrudted, and the 
reafon of filence not fully underftood. Af- 
ter I fat down the fame perfon again flood 
up, and in a flow of words, and a zealous 
tone, faid, that weaknefs^ or the want of 
experience, led people/ to miftake both their 
own and the condition of others. As he 
appeared to me to be adtuated by a confident, 
ranting fpirit, my mind was greatly exer- 
cifed after the meeting. I remained at this 
place the two following days, being detained 
py rainy weather, and attended the meeting 
in the morning of firft day, at which I fat 
filent; but the fame perfon fpake fome time, 
in words very encouraging to the auditory, 
as if all was well with them, which tended 
to increafe the exercife of my mind, having 
a very different fenfe of the flate of the 
mcjeting. I again attended their meeting in 
the afternoon, when the fame perfon feemed 
a$ if he intended foon to fland up; but 
feeling the teflimony of truth flrong againflt 
that forward ranting fpirit, and the fenfe 
thereof being weighty upon me, I endea- 
voured 
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voured to keep under it in patience, and 
foon the concern of that perfon began to 
diminish, and he to be drowfy, after which 
I had a favourable open time to clear my 
mind of the exercife that had been upon 
me. 

Next day we pafled over the Frith, about 
feven miles broad, landed at Kinghorn, and 
rode to a town called Cowper, and the day 
following reached to the houfc of one who 
cfteemed himfelf a friend, near Montrofe, 
where we endeavoured to have a n>eeting, 
but he would not allow it, alledging, that 
it would do his people or fervanta no good» 
and as for himfelf, he thought he knew as 
much of the truth as we couM inform him ; 
and, indeed, he feemed {0 whole and felf-- 
righteous, I thought it would not avail to 
fay much to him. We were informed by a 
perfon who accompanied u« a few miles^ 
that this man, in his younger years, had a 
publick teftimony to bear for the truth, but 
had for a long time left it oW (as he worded 
it) and now, his men fervants muft not ap- 
proach him with their heads covered. " If 
^* the light in you become darknefs, hov^ 
** great is that darknefs/* From hence we 
went to Ury, the ftat of Robert Barclay, 
grandfon to the Apologift, but had no meet- 
ing until we came to the Old Town, near 
a mile north o£ Aberdeen, which was, 
through the goodnefs of the Lord, fom?- 
what ftrengthening. f'roni thence went ta 

John 



OF JOHN CHURCHMAN. 141 

Jbhn Elmflie's, at Old-Meldrum, and oit 
firft day morning attended Killmuck meet- 
ing, and in the evening one at Old- Mel- 
drum, to which many people came, and, 
through Divine favour, thefe meetings were 
fatisfaiftory. The next day we had a fele^ 
meeting with friends, of whom there arc 
feveral here, tender and valuable, and we 
parted in love : and going to Kingfwells had 
9 meeting there with many friends and 
Others, truth owning the fervice, which 
was caufe of humble rejoicing. Continuing 
at and near Aberdeen, we had a large meet- 
ing on firft day at Robert Barclay's. Al- 
though the defendants and children of 
friends, who were as bright as ftars in their 
day, may value themfelve$ on the worthirtefs 
of. their parents, yet if they do not love and 
ferve the God of their fathers with a perfe<a 
Heart and m upright mind, he will not own 
them with his heavenly prefence, but they 
will be as uafavoury fait. 

We then fet forward on. our rettirn to- 
wards Englaiid, taking two meetings in our 
way to Glafgow, where, on firft day^ wc 
Had alfo two, which were large, open, and 
fatiafai^ory, $0 which many tender inquiring 
j^epple came, who behaved well, and in th© 
fi^ening of the fam^e day, had another with 
^ie called friends by themfelves, having 
9 qopccf n to Uy before them the need they 
had to look to their ways and converfatio©^ 
t^at ih^y no^t b« as lights and good ex-* 

amples 
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amplcs among the people in that place, who 
were fcekcrs after the truth, and not give 
them occafion of ftumbling' through an evil 
conduA. Then paffing to Carlifle, in 
Cumberland, Morehoufe, Scoby, Solport, 
and Kirklington, in moft of which mfeetings • 
truth feemed to be profefled, but too few 
had the life thereof in poffeffion, which 
occafions hard dry meetings; we rode to 
Cornwood, in Northumberland, and lodged 
at the houfe of a man who had been for 
feveral years of a diforderly conduft, and 
much given to the exceffive ufe of ftrong 
drink, until he had very much impaired his . 
conftitution ; but it pleaied the Lord to 
open his underftanding, and make him ac- 
quainted with his blefled truth, whereby he 
was made free from that evil, and received 
ftrength to forfake his old companions. But 
his joining with friends was a great grief to 
his wife, who informed me, that through 
prejudice, for a time, fhe would rather he 
had continued his former courfe of living 
than to become a Quaker, until obferving 
the fweetnefs of his temper, and the reco- 
very of his health, in fome degree, with a 
folid and fober condudt, fhe was reached, 
and made to believe in the power by which 
he had knowi^ fuch a viftory, and joined 
herfelf in the fame religious profeffion : 
they appeared to be fteady friends. I would 
to God, that all tipplers and drunkards 
wpuld turn to that great Prophet which h 

in 1 
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in Ifrael, that they might by him be cleanfed 
from that Icprofy of fin ! We had a com- 
fortable meeting the next day in his houfe, 
with his neighbours and fome friends : and 
on firft day were at Allandale meeting, 
where are fome folid friends, though others 
much tainted with a fpirit of ranterifm^ 
which is a confident, fclf-righteous fpirit, 
and very hard to be won upon. After hav- 
ing a meeting at Aldftinmoor, we pafled to 
the meetings at Penrith, in Cumberland, 
Terril, and Strickland, which is in a corner 
of Weftmoreland. It was with fome diffi- 
culty we had the meeting at Terril, a man 
of that place faying, he thought it needlefs, 
or queftioned whether it would be to ad- 
vantage, as moft of their members had 
been at Penrith meeting; but after the meet- 
ing he deiired that I would not take it hard 
of him for endeavouring to difcourage me, 
owning that he was miftaken. Whereupon 
I cautioned him to be more careful in fu- 
ture how he difcouraged fuch who had 
come fo many thoufand miles to vifit them. 
Having meetings at divers places in the 
week following, I travelled in great pain 
and anguifh of mind, from a fenfe of the 
prevalence of a dark, deiftical fpirit over 
many of the profciTors of truth ; of which 
concern the Lord was pleafed to give me 
ftrength and underftanding to clear myfelf, 
both in publick and private. There is no 
power but his that can enable his fervantsr 

to 
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to do his^ work, and is over all the powera 
of Satan. On the next firft day we were at 
Holme meeting. In the forenoon I fat 
filent. One of the ftock of the old rantera 
was there, and very troublefbme, accufing 
many friends, no doubt falfely ; and in the 
afternoon meeting I had not much to fay, 
believing that old ranting fpirit is rather fed 
with words, and delights in cotitention, but 
found it my place to exhort friends to re- 
tire deeply inward in all their meetings, 
humbly waiting to be admitted into the 
heavenly prefence, to know their place of 
feeding to be out of the reach of fuch rant- 
ing fpirits : for if they fuiFered their own 
fpirits to rife or refent their ill ufage, the 
meeting would be the more difquieted. Our 
ntixt meetings were at Allonby and Brough- 
ton; ftofM? whence I went home with our 
friend Chriftopber Wilfon to his houfe at 
Grayfothen, and the next day attended the 
burial of a young man at Pardihaw Hall, and 
the day following the burial of a young 
woman at the fame place ; both of which 
meetings were very large and folid, and I 
hope, through Divine goodnefs, profitable 
to many. The firft day of the following 
week we were at two meetings at White- 
haven, in bo^h which I had fome fervice, 
umder the influence and owning of trtt4ih. 
We put up our tK>riee at a friend's houfe, 
who had been u^fed to lodge publick friends, 
but I was not free to tarry there, being 

burthened 
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burthened with his conduft in the manner 
of his entertainment, which was even to 
fuperfluity and grandeur, no way becoming 
the fimplicity of truth. So, after fhewing 
my diflike therewith, I went to the houfe 
of John Harris, at Highfield, his wife be- 
ing with us, and refted there a day, the 
weather being exceeding rainy. Then go- 
ing to the meetings at Cocke rmouth, Ifell, 
and Grayfothen, we returned to Cocker- 
mouth, and had a meeting with friends by 
themfelves, that is, without giving publick 
notice, which was,' through Divine favour, 
to good fatisfaftion. Refting another day 
with our friend John Harris, we went to 
meetings at Pardihaw Hall, and at Kefwick, 
at which laft I was concerned to exhort the 
few friends there to keep up their week day 
meetings, having a fear they were flack on 
that account. We lodged at an inn, where 
we had the company of fome of thofe 
friends, and in particular one who was a 
publick friend. Some of them faid, if he 
would attend the week day meeting, they 
believed the reft of them would; which 
gave me occafion to obferve to him, that he 
did not example well, and ought to be more 
careful, as he had a publico teftimony to 
bear for truth. He replied, that he was 
obliged to be induftrious to fupport his fa- 
mily; but at laft confefled, that ^ he did 
' not like to fet with fo few friends, for 
* none elfe would come on a week day, and 

L ' it 



14^ The LIFE and TRAVELS 

* it was very dull and poor fitting ; and he 

* liked to fit in meetings where there were 

* many aflembled, for then he had fome- 

* thing to fay; fo life did arife, and all were 

* comforted and edified/' By which it ap- 
peared that he had greater fatisfad:ion in 
preaching than in humble filent waiting to 
experience the worfhip which is performed 
in fpirit and truth, to edification and com« 
fort. I told him, that I feared he was too 
'much a fl:ranger to pure religion, and the 
nature of divine worihip. 

From thence we went to Hawkfhead, in 
Lancafhire, and had an evening meeting 
there in a friend's houfe, and next day were 
at the Hight meeting, and then at Swarth- 
more, where George Fox formerly lived, 
which had been famous for the profpelrity 
of truth, but it is now at a low fliate there. 
We then went to Kendal, in Weftmoreland, 
where we attended their two meetings on 
the firfi: day of the week ; and after taking 
fome other meetings in the neighbourhood, 
returned to that town, in and about which 
we tarried feveral days, and vifi ted more 
than twenty families, and attended ten pub- 
lick meetings; many of which opportunities 
yvtre made precious, through the goodnefs 
and great condefcenfion of our Lord and 
Saviour. And in the fchool of our friend 
Thomas Rebanks I had an extraordinary 
meeting;, where many young folks not of 
our fociety were reached by the power of 

truth. 
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truth, which was comfortably over all^ 
praifed be the Lord for ever ! In the courfe 
of our vifiting families here, during our 
iilent fitting in one of them, my mind was 
much taken up in thinking of a watch, and 
the feveral wheels and movements thereof, 
tin til I was grieved at fuch trifling thoughts, 
as I efteemed them ; when fuddenly there 
appeared fomething inftrudting therein, and 
I had a freedom to fay, the feveral parts 
thereof feemed to repreient the excellent 
inward faculties and gifts beftowed on man^ 
and that though the wheels, &c. of a watch 
were truly m^e, and placed in their proper 
order, there muft be a main fpring to give 
them motion 5 fo the gifts and faculties orf 
men tnuft have tijeir main fpring and caufe 
t)f motion to every good work, a ajeal to 
the honour of the Lord their Creator, and a 
fervent holy defire to anfwer the end of 
their creation : and as there is a regulating 
fpring to a watch, fo alfo there ihould be 
the true knowledge of God and of them- 
felv?s experienced in his light, to prefcrvc 
from going too faft, knowing, by his hea- 
venly inilnidion, that no wifdom, zeal, 
ftteaigth, or ability, will enable t© do the 
Lord's work to his honour and the good of 
man, but that which God giveth: and in 
order that a watch may anfwer the end ia« 
tended by its maker^ there is a vifible face, 
and hands, to dijfcover the inward motioiu 
thereby 0>ewing time; ib it k aeedfui tibat a 

L 2 nian 
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man (hould be a co-worker with the fpirit 
and gift of grace in his inward part, that^ 
others, beholding the light thereof, mighk'- 
be taught to glorify God, and in his light : 
fo to number his days, and walk in his fear, 
as to die in his favour. As a zeal for the 
caufe of truth, and a fear of falling fhort 
of duty, may at times prompt man to rufh 
on too faft, it is needful that he fhould 
wait in humble reverence to feel the love of 
God, and the influence of that knowledge 
and wifdom which is from above, and expe- 
rienced by thofe who are fpiritual, that the 
end of all their labour may be in the fpirit 
of meeknefs to reftore thofe who are over- 
taken in error. And that men may ever dwell 
in that which gives ability to labour with 
fuccefs in the church of Chrift, it is need- 
ful that their minds fhould be enclofed in 
the bofom of truth, in humble retirement, 
to be preferved from the various tumults, 
cumbers, cares, and temptations of the 
world, which vvould otherwife clog their 
minds, and deprive them of their true fpi- 
ritual fenfe and motion: and fo in a watch 
it is needful that all the inward parts, which 
are fo curious, Ihould be inclofed from 
damps, vapours, motes, and duft, otherwife 
it would thereby be deprived of its motion, 
and become ufelefs for keeping time. 

My intent in this relation is to fhew th« 
infinite condefcenfion of him whofe mercy 
is over all his works> to inftrud the chil- 
dren 
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dren of men, each as it were in his own 
tongue, or language fuitable to his under- 
ftanding ; the man being by trade a watch- 
maker, and feemed to be tenderly reached, 
and we parted in a degree of fweetnefs. It 
was the Lord's doing, and marvellous to me, 
praifed be his holy name for ever ! 

Being clear of Kendal, we took leave of 
friends in much afFedtion, and went to a 
general meeting at Brigflatts, in Yorkihire, 
and to vifit our friend Alice Alderfon, who 
had been on a religious vifit in our country, 
with Margaret Cowpland, whom we had 
before feen at Kendal, where ihe lives. 
Alice was glad to fee us, and we found her 
tender in fpirit, and ftrong in her love to 
friends. After attending meetings at Ra- 
vonftonedale and Garfdale, we rode to our 
friend John Burton's, who, with his com- 
panion, William Backhoufe, had alfb been 
in our country on a religious vifit. We re- 
joiced to fee him, and were comforted by 
his grave converfation and conduft. We 
then went to a meeting at Dent, which was 
large, and favoured by the overfhadowing 
of truth in a good degree, in the loving 
kindnefs of our Lord, who is worthy of all 
praife for ever ! Then taking feveral meet- 
ings in Lancafhire, and tarrying two days 
with our friend William Backhoufe, which 
was an acceptable reft to us, the weather 
being very cold, the ways bad, and we 
weary, we <jame to Lancsilcr, apd had an 
L 3 opportunity 
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opportunity of vifiting our friend Lfdia 
Lancafter, who fevcral years paft had vifited 
our country. Her faculties of mind and 
love to friends appeared frefh and ftrong. 
From thence, attending divers other nieet- 
ings in that county, we went to our friend 
Samuel Fothergill's, at Warrington, where 
we continued from the fccond to the four- 
teenth of the firft month (new-ftile) 1752: 
he and Sufanna his wife being tender and 
kindly affeftionate, we were refreihed in 
their company; having feveral meetings in 
that town and at Penkcth, fome whereof 
were made precious by the ownings of 
truth. After many other meetings in this 
county and Yorkfhire*, we reached Rich* 
mond, and had a meeting with . friends 
there ; and next morning fet forward with a 
guide for Mafham, in order to attend a 
meeting there^ of which friends had pre-, 
vious notice. The diftance vras near fixteen 
miles, the days fhort, and roads deep and 
miry. After we had rode five or fix miles^ 
I defired our guide to mend his pace, fear- 
ing we (hould be too late : a little further 
we came to a pl^ce where the roads parted, 
and he taking the left hand I became uneafy, 
and dked him if he perfectly knew the 
way; he faid, he thought he did: I let him 
know my being in doubt about it, and de-^ 
fired bim to enquire of a man we faw in a 
field at a diftance, but he rode on yet fafter; 
when I told him, that I was perfiiaded we 

had 
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had almoft tnrncd our backs on the way wo 
fhould go, at which he fmiled. When we 
had gone about a mile, feeing a man by 
the way fide at work; I alked him if that 
was the way to Mafham; he replied. Nay; 
for you have left it, and muft go back, un- 
lefs your horfes can leap over ditches very 
well, you may then fave a mile ; and, point- 
ing over a field, fhewed us a moor, on the 
other fide whereof our right road was. Our 
guide fet forward, we followed with fome 
difficulty over the ditches, and he rode on a 
gallop, and ibon left us. My mind inclined 
me to vary from his courfe, and efpying 9 
gate, called to him, pointing to it, and 
proceeded thither, on which he turned and 
came up, but faid he believed we were 
wrong. I let him know that my mind was 
cafy to go that way, and in a while we cama 
into a road at a publick houfe, which he 
knew to be right: fo we juft reached the 
meeting in time, which, through divine 
favour, was profitable and edifying. I men- 
tion this pafiage with no otner view than 
to encourage friends to be inward in their 
minds, and to regard the fecret fenfe which 
the pure fpirit of truth fometinfxes gives on 
'particular occafions : for want of an inward 
ftillnefs, and attention thereunto, the way 
is often mified in more refpe£ts thaQ one. 

At Mafliam we lodged at the hpufe of 

John Kelden, who related to me fomething 

that paffed between a knight of the ihirc 

L 4 and 
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and one of his tenants, a member of our 
religious fociety, in manner following, viz. 

Landlord. So, John, you are bufy. 

Tenant. Yes; my landlord loves to fee 
his tenants bufy. 

Lan41ord. But, John, where was you, 
that you was not at your quarterly-meeting 
at York the other day ? I faw moft of your 
ftaunch friends there, but you I miffed. -f- 

Tenant. Why, thou knoweft I have a 
curious landlord, who loves to fee his te- 
nants thrive, and pay their rent duly, and I 
had a good deal in hand that kept me at 
home. 

Landlord. Kept you at home ! You will 
neither thrive nor pay the better for neg- 
ledting your duty, John. 

Tenant. Then I perceive my landlord 
was at quarterly-meeting. How didft thou 
like it ? 

Landlord. Like it ! I was at one meet- 
ing, and faw what made my heart ache. 
• Tenant. What was that ? 

Landlord. Why, the drefs of your young- 
folks : the men with their wigs, and young 
women with their finery, in imitation of 
fafhions. And I thought I would try an- 
other meeting: fo next day I went again, 
and then I concluded there was little differ- 
ence but the bare name between us,- whom 

t The affizes arc held at York always at ^e tiintf of 
tjie (juarterly-meeting. 

yo^ 
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you call the world's people, and fome o^ 
you ; for you are imitating of us in the love 
and fafVions of the world as fail as you can* 
So that I faid in my heart, thefe people do 
want a Fox, a Penn, and a Barclay among 
them : fo he turned from his tenant. 

I thought it would be a pity that the true 
and folid remark of this great man fhould 
be loft, underftanding that it was rather ex-? 
prefled in pity than derifion. 

From Mafham we proceeded to vifit many 
other meetings in this county, in the courfc 
whereof we called to fee good old John 
Richardfon, who was ftrong in fpirit, though 
feeble in body, and nearly blind through 
age, being about cighty-feven. And find* ^ 
ing a draught to vifit friends once more at 
Scarborough, we were there on firft day the 
fifteenth of the third month, and had peace 
in my own mind, having done what I 
thought was my duty. But, from a fenfe 
of the prevalence of pride, which had oc- 
cafioned a great poverty, as to true religion, 
among the profeffors of truth in that place, 
1 left them with an aching heart, and went 
on our journey, in order to attend the quar- 
terly-meeting at York, taking meetings ia 
our way at Pickering, Thornton in the 
Clay, and Hewby. The feveral fittings of 
this quarterly-meeting were in the main fa- 
tisfaftory ; but not having time fully to clear 
piyfelf, I did not leave York quite eafy. Af- 
|cr this, haying meetings at CliiFord, Leeds, 

Gilderfome, 
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Gilderfome, Bradford, Rawden, Afquith, 
Farfield, Keighlcy, Skipton, and Lotherf- 
dale, we rode to Settle, and then to attend 
the quarterly-meeting at Lancafter, which 
began on the fifth day of the week with a 
meeting of minifters and elders, and was 
comfortable. Next day was the meeting for 
publick worfhip, arid the difcipline, where- 
in we were made to rejoice together, an?l 
praife the name of the Lord, who is worthy 
for ever ! We went home with our friend Wif- 
liam Backhoufe, and fo to Kendal quarterly- 
meeting, which was fatisfadory, and very 
large ; then fet out for the quarterly-* 
meeting for Cumberland, held at CarlifleJ^ 
which began with a meeting of minifters 
and elders : next day were held two pub-t 
lick meetings, and the day following a meet- 
ing for the difcipline, which ended in thq 
afternoon with another for worfhip: and 
going home with Chriftopher Wilfon, we 
were at a good meeting at Pardihaw Hall on 
firft day. 

My mind had been for fome time drawn 
towards Ireland, and being defirous to lofe 
no time, we went to Whitehaven, feveral 
vciTels being there nearly laden with coaU 
for Dublin ; but on viewing the (hips, ac- 
companied by feveral friends from Grayf- 
othen, I had no freedom to take a paiTage 
in either of them, at which I was much 
ilraitened, and inwardly turning my mindj^ 
Ireland was hid fropi my view j and going 



i 
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to the houfe of a friend, we fat a while |U11, 
and J had a freedom to let friends know 
that I had no profpedt but that the veffels 
might go their voyage with fafety, and did 
not decline a paffage on that account ; but 
feeling a full ftop in my mind, had Jio free- 
dom to proceed any wnerc at prefent, favQ 
to return with our friends John and Han-^ 
nah Harris to Highfield. We therefore re- 
turned with them, and attended Pard{haw|Hall 
monthly-meeting, where I had freedom to 
propofe that friends would enter on the 
fervice of vifiting families. They informed 
me that fome years before they had nomi- 
nated friends for that fervice, but meeting 
with fome difcouragement, they had not 
performed it : and being about to turn over 
the book, to fee who were then appointed, 
confidering it was a long time fince, they 
concluded it was better to proceed to a new 
choice, but feemed at a ftand about naming 
friends then* I had a fingular freedom to 
let them know, that although I was a flran- 
ger, I could point put fome who I believed 
would anfwer the fervice, if they would 
fubmit to it. After a folid paufe, a friend 
faid, as our friend has the matter before 
him, I am free that he ihould chobfe for 
us ; to which I replied, that being a flran- 
ger to their members, one might be chofen 
who was under fome impediment^ and 
therefore it would be fafcr for the meeting 
Xo cboofe i but perceiving they were at a 

lofs. 
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lofs, I pointed out a few friends in great 
fear, with a fingle eye to the fenfe which I 
did believe truth gave me, and the clerk 
took their names. A friend faid he believed 
it was the truth which had made the choice. 
I then mentioned, that if they could foon 
enter upon the fervice, I found a freedom to 
accompany them therein, if friends had 
Vmity therewith, which feveral exprefled. 
Some women friends being alfo named by 
their meeting to join in it, before the fer- 
vice was much proceeded in, a heavy con- 
cern came upon me, from a fecret fenfe I 
had that one of them was under the cenfure 
of fome, by which I feared her fervice 
would be laid wafte, unleft it could be re- 
moved; and although I had no intimation 
of any thing of the kind from any perfon, 
I became heavily exercifed, and at length 
requefted a friend to invite the man and his 
wife to dine with him, who I apprehended 
were uneafy with the woman, and I defired 
her and her hufband to come to the fame 
houfe in the afternoon, who accordingly 
came. Thus the parties being met unex- 
pe<3:edly to each other, I was humbled un- 
der the weight attending my mind, and na 
others being prefent,^ except the friend and 
his wife at whofe houfe we were, I ventured 
to let them know the exercife I had been 
under fome days, from an apprehenfion of 
a difference, or prejudice, fubfifting between 
thepnt^ which, if not removed, would de- 
vour 
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Vour like fire 5 by which 1 believed they 
were already much afFe<5ted ; ^ but as I had 
not received information, more or lefs, I 
might be miftaken, and did not defire they 
/hould fky any thing on the fubjeft before 
me, but honeftly confer on it between 
themfelves firft, and if it was fo, remove 
the caufe; and if nothing was amifs, then 
to let me know, that I might be warned to 
be more cautious in future. Upon which I 
left them> and walked by myfelf about an 
hour, when the man of the houfe called me 
in, and they told me that I was not mif- 
taken, for that there had been an hardnefs 
fubfifting for fome time, which they hoped 
was now done away. But when, in the 
courfe of our vifit, we came to the houfe of 
the friends who had been uneaiy, I felt it 
as frefh as before, and told them I did be- 
lieve they were not eafy that the friend 
fliould go on in the fervice. To which one 
of them anfwered. If fhe judges herfelf to 
be clear, and others are eafy, I have no ob- 
jedion. Whereupon I afked what others 
were meant ; the man replied. Her hufband 
and relations. And as the matter refled 
upon me/ it appeared that endeavours ought 
to be ufed for reconciliation before we could 
with fatisfadtion proceed on our vifit; and, 
believing that the Lord had fecretly en- 
^ged me, I hoped he would accompany, 
and.blefs the labour, for the reftoration of 
peace ; which in a few days he was pleafed 

V to 
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to accx)mpli(h, and then we proceeded more 
chearfully; and I think I may fay that the 
Lord was with us, to the praife of his great 
eternal name, who is worthy for ever ! 

We vifited the families of friends in 
Whitehaven, Broughton,Gockermouth, Pard-- 
fliawHall, Eaglesfield^ and Gray fothen, and 
others remote, and had feveral profitable 
publick meetings in thofe towns, and places 
adjacent. Having fpent about fcvcn weeks 
Within the verge of Pardfhaw Hall monthly- 
meeting, and finding my mind clear, we 
went to Whitehaven, and took paffage in 
the fliip Globe, James Grafon maftcr, for 
Ireland, on the eighth of the fixth month, 
(1752) N, S. and parting with our dear 
friends in much love, fet fail about the fifth 
liour in the evening, and landed at Dublin 
on the eleventh of the fame month, and 
were kindly received at the houfe of SamueJ 
Judd j as I was going to which, this Secret 
hint was prfefented to my mind, ' Live re- 
'^ tired, and be not fuddenly acquainted with 
* any man."* After dinner our kind land- 
lord faid, I do not well in l3iat I have not 
informed friends of your arrival : they will 
blame me, I anfwered. Let us firft know 
that we arc here; we are juft come from 
fea, and are weaty : for we had a trouble- 
fome paflage by contrary winds and heavy 
rains, John Pcmberton, my companion, 
having been very fea-fick, and myfelf a lit- 
tle fo. The next day we attended Sycimiore- 

AUey 
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Alley meeting, where we had the company 
of Sufanna Hatton, who had been in Ame- 
rica with Riith Courtney. We were at eight 
meetings in Dublin, alfo at a monthly- 
meeting, and a quarterly-meeting for their 
young people ; in which I was deeply con- 
cerned, under confideration of the prevalence 
of pride and the world's fafhions, which 
was declared to them in the love of truth : 
and the Lord was pleafed to favour feveral 
of the meetings by his heavenly prefence, 
to the praife of his holy name. 

Leaving this city, we went towards the 
North. At Drogheda there is a meeting- 
houfe belonging to friends, but they arc 
there fo declined, we could not have a meet« 
ing to fatisfad:ion. We therefore went on 
to a meeting with a few friends at Rathfri- 
land, in the county of Down, then to Moy- 
allon, where the meeting was comfortable; 
and on firft day had two meetings at Lur- 
gan, in the county of Armagh, in which 
place pride and a worldly fpirit much pre- 
vails. Thfen taking meetings at Newton, 
Liiburn, HilKborough, and fiallinderry, in 
the county of Antrim, the laft of which 
was a large good meeting, we had one at 
Antrim, where the favour of truth feems 
much loft by the few profeflbrs there. We 
then palled on to the Grange meeting, which 
was very dull, through the prevalence of a 
worldly dark fpirit j and from thence to a 
meeting at Ballynacree, aad fo to Colerain, 

where 
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where we had a fatisfadtory opportunity 
with fome of the town's people, who came 
to the meeting out of curiofity: but I felt 
no freedom to exprefs the fenfe I had of 
the ftate of friends then ; and as the meet- 
ing broke up, I ftepped to a young woman, 
a friend, who lived near the meeting-houfe, 
and defired her to ftep forwafd, and turn 
the few friends in there, as fhe knew them, 
and let the others go by, which ifhe readily 
performed. When we were all fat down 
round the room, it foon felt to me that if I 
delivered my concern in general terms, the 
intended end would not be anfwered: be- 
ing in pain for their good, and clofe matters 
fpoken might be taken by fuch to whom 
leaft belonged, and being greatly humbled, 
I was defirous to be rightly inftrudted (not 
knowing their names) to fpeak to them fe* 
parately. The Lord, who never fails thofe 
who humbly truft in him, fhewed me where 
and with whom to begin, and fo to the. 
next, and mine eye being fixed on the per- 
fon to whom I diredted my fpeech, each 
knew what was delivered to them in parti- 
cular; and I hope the opportunity was be- 
neficial, for I had great peace. When the 
friends were gone, 1 afked the young wo- 
man, who feemed in fome furprize, what 
ailed her; fhe faid, that feveral were very 
cxadlly told their condition, and Ihe feared 
they would judge her for anjinformer. I told 
her^ flic need not matter that, as flie knew 

herfelf 
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herfelf innocent. I mention this occurr6nc« 
as a remarkable kindnefs from the m^ciful 
Lord to the children of men, for their helj> 
and inftrudtion, and that his fervant^ may 
be encouraged to wait upon him for in**^ 
ftrudtion to difcharge their duty as faithful 
Awards in his fight, who knows the fecrets 
of all hearts, and taught his fervant in old 
time to know the wife of Jeroboam, though 
(he feigned herfelf to be another woman ^ 
Blefled and magnified be his holy name» who 
is over all, worthy for «ver, and ev?r ! 

Then taking meetings at Tobberhead* 
Charlemont, and Ballyhagan, we attended 
the men's meeting at Lurgan, having a great 
defire to fit with friends there in the ma^ 
nagement of their difcipline, which was 
adjourned to this time at my requeft. It 
began with a meeting for worfhip, xmn and 
women being generally together ; at th^ 
conclufion of which, the men went into 
the ropm where the meeting for bufinefs 
was ufually held, when, after fitting fomc 
time in filence, a leading friend faid, ' This 
' is only an adjourned meeting/ and bid the 
clerk entej: it, and thc^y might adjourn t9 
the ufual time to do their bufinefs, whefi 
it would be more felenSt. And the meetf- 
ing fitting a while without proceeding any 
way, I a&ed them wh^t was meant by the 
WiQrds, ^nK>re feJe^/ and further faid, if any 
perfons were prefent tlidt had not a right to 
fil,- there, .tht^y ihould withdraw, they knew 

M their 
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their own members: if they meant the 
friend who came with us, he was a neigh- 
bouring friend, and an elder j and as for 
mvfejf, I efteemed myfelf a proper member 
oi their meeting, as I came to vifit them 
with the concurrence of my brethren at 
home, and had certificates from them, 
wherein I was recommended to friends in 
Europe, and elfewhere; and if I did any 
thing among them worthy of cenfure, I 
ihould fubmit to their deding, and there- 
fore defired them to go on with their bufi- 
nefsj for I had come tnither with a concern 
to fee how the affairs of the church went 
on. So without more debate, or much re- 
ply, they proceeded; and, to my furprize, 
things of diforder had lain feveral years 
without proper dealing with various offend- 
ers ; fuch as drinkers of healths, fome that 
had been at cockflghtings and races, ^nd 
one or more marriages out of the order of 
truth : which gave me an opportunity to 
clear myfelf fully of the concern that had 
for fome days lain with weight on my mind, 
which I believe was acceptable to fome fe- 
cretly pained friends, however contrary to 
ibme others. So that I left the place with 
a peaceful mind, and thankful to the Lord^ 
who had given me an innocent boldnefs to 
affert my right of memberfhip : for I believe 
if we had not been there, the meeting would 
have been thought feied. 

Wc 
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We then went to Ulfter Province-meeting 
iat Ballyhagan, which held two days. The 
elders and other concerned friends here in- 
quire into the ftate. of things among their 
members in the province, and it was in the 
main a fatisfaftory meeting. From hence 
we went fouthward, taking meetings at 
Caftleihane^ Coothill, Ballihais, and Old 
Caftle, and to Ballimurry, in Connaught, 
having a meeting in a barn at Gailey with 
a few friends, it being the only one kept 
up in that province, except at Athlone^ 
v/hich we likewife attended, and came to 
James Clibborn's, at the Moat of Granoge, 
where we alfo had a meeting; although I 
had travelled every day for more than a 
week with a fever on me, and had eaten litr 
tie, occaiioned, as I thought, by a cold taken 
by laying in damp beds, and was now very 
unwell, but fat the iirfl: day meeting. Next 
day my illnefs became very violent, fo that 
friends thought I ihould lay my body there^ 
and fent for an apothecary, who let mc 
blood, which fomewhat allayed the fever^ 
and I fell into a fleep, when I began to bleed 
ag»in, which brought me very weak, that 
I was awakened at < midnight with great 
drops of fweat on my face, and ficknefs ; 
and calling my companion, who watched 
with me, we found that I had bled much, 
the orifice in my arm being very large, 
and not carefully bound up. My kind land- 
lord and bis wife, being anxious about me, 
M 2 had 
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had prevailed with the apothecary to lodge 
in the houfe, who being called to nie, on 
his coming, I defired him to peel a blad- 
der, and apply a thin piece of it, about as 
broad as a halfpenny^ on the wound. He 
aiked for what ; I told him he would fee : 
and when it was applied, I requefted him 
to hold his finger on the piece over the ori- 
fice, fo as to ftop the blood, niltil the plaif- 
ter dried and ftuck, which it foon did, and 
it bled no more: he faid that he had not 
feen the like. I mention this for the fake 
of others; for the bladder fticks as the 
blood under it dies, and will ftop the bleed- 
ing of almoft any wound. Next morning 
a graduate phyfician of the town came te> 
vifit me, and feeling my pulfe^ I alked him 
what he thought of me» He making no 
anfwer, I faid, be not afraid to tell me, for 
I am not afraid to hear. He ilepliedy * that 

* is happy Ifbr you ;* by which I fuppofed 
be thought 1 (hould not recover. He viewed 
my fpittle, and faid I was in a deep con-* 
fumptiott^ and propofed my taking a vomits 
I told him that I had ftbt taken one many 
years : befides, as be judged toy lungs were 
inflamed, a moderate purge was bettet; at 
which he fepUcd, with an air of banter^ 

* You «re an odd pfatient> catrxcy you fhall 
' be phyfitian^ ^nd I will fee apothecary.*. 
I took him at his wwd, aiki he Ifent me a 
purge,, which gave tm fcfihc Vditf. He vi- 
6Xcd me daily fctr a Week> ^nd could hardly 

believe 
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believe I /hwild recover, though! told him 

I beli^V^ that I fliould. He ftill judged 

xAy qpugh to be confumptive; and at length 

tpld me, if I did recover, to go home as 

foon ^s I could; . for that the Lord was more 

plerciful than to require fuch an pne as I 

)yas. to travel as I did ; and that I had already 

a<3:ed as a madman, to travel fo long time writh 

that fever before I lay by. I aiked him, if 

he was mafter of a veflel at fea, which had 

fprung a leak that could not he flopped, 

what he would do. He replied, endeavour 

fo make to the next port, for a dry dock^ 

to unlade, and fearch out the leak. Why, 

4odor, faid I, this is juft my cafe: I faw 

Uo pl^ee to lay by until I came hither ; at 

which he laughed, and wifhed me well. I 

think I n^cr was reduced to Co weak a ftatc 

in fo (hort a time, which might be occa-* 

iioned by mv great lofs of blood ; but the 

Lord was pleafed to heal me, that I ga^ 

thered ijbrength to admiration, and on firA 

day fat the mifieting, which was comfortable, 

Mkd ccmtinuing to recover, though not fit 

to trayej, I tarriod ujitil fourth day, and 

atitended their montiily-naeetingi and under- 

jftanding they had been endeavouring to vifit 

families, but were backwaril in beginning, 

I tojid frieads that I had a freedom to accom^ 

pauy them in the work for a £gw days, for 

their encoumgemcnt, and we accordingly 

went with )them to a few places to good 

^^fai^ion ; a&d friends recc^ived ilrength to 

Ms S^ 
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go on with the fervice. Then taking z^ 
afFedtionate leave of our kind landlord, jamea 
Clibborn, and his wife, who is grand- 
daughter to Robert Barclay, the apologift, 
we went to meetings at Birr, Kilconnermoor, 
Cafheli, Killcommon, Clonmell, Youghall, 
and fo to Cork on the firft day of the week, 
where we alfo attended the men's ineeting 
for difcipline, and viifited the women's meet- 
ing, which were both to fome good fatifr 
fadtion. Then going to Bandon, we re-. 
turned to an appointed meeting at Cork, for 
parents and their children; and having 
llrength given me to clear myfelf, it was, I 
hope, profitable to many, being a large 
meeting. We then went to Malo, and had 
a feafonable opportunity with a family of 
friends. Thence to the province-meeting 
for MUnfter, held at Limerick, the publick 
and feledt fittings of which, and for the 
difcipline, ended comfortably. And after 
attending the week-day meetirig, we went 
to a meeting at Rofs, and returned 40 Linie« 
rick, and being unwell with a cold, we 
tarried their meetings on firft day, which 
were large and fatisfadtory, and in the even- 
ing had one with a fick friend. Beii\g clear, 
and taking three meetings in our way, we 
proceeded to Leinfter province-meeting, at 
Mountmelick, which be^n on the iixth day 
of the week with a meeting of minifters,^ 
the next dav for worfhip and the difcipline, 
and on firft day morning was a large and 

preciou^ 
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precious meeting. In the afternocm the 
town's people came in, and it was a good 
iatisfaAory meeting, though not fo large, 
friends being moftly gone home. We had a, 
meeting next day at Tullamoor, and return- 
ing to Mountmelick, had a fatisfaftory on^ 
with the children in the fchool of James 
Gough. After the week-day meeting in 
this town^ we went to Ballicarrol, Ballina- 
kil ^nd Cooperhill, having a meeting at 
each; then to Catherlough monthly-meeting 
on firft day, and the next day to Athy^ then 
to Ballitore, which was, through Divine 
goodnefs attending, made profitable : and we 
had alio a fatisfadlory meeting with the fcho- 
lars iTi Abraham Shackleton's fchool. After 
a meeting at Newton, we went to Samuel 
Watfon's, at Kilconner, whofe wife (late 
Abigail Bowles) had been on a religious 
, vifit in America feveral years paft,^ She was 
now near her end, but fenfible, and in a 
good frame of fpirit, and greatly rejoiced to 
fee us, and we were mutually comforted in 
a fenfe of the Lord's prefence, for which his 
holy name was praifed. After 'a meeting 
here, and another at Catherlough, we went 
to Waterford, and fat with friends in their 
morning, afternoon, and evening meetings 
on the firft day; in all which, having cleared 
myfelf honeftly, my Ipirit mourned under 
a {en& of formality among the people, and 
a deadnefs to the pure inw^ar^ life of reli^ 
gion. Then tah;ipg meetings at Rofs, Lambs- 

M ^ town^ 
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town, Wexford, Randals-miUs, or Caftle-i 
fow, Copladine, and feveral other places, 
we came to Wicklow, at which meeting 
many foldiers attended, who behaved well, 
and truth owned the fervice in a good 4e- 
gree. I have obferved where the foldiers 
came into our meetings, they were an. awe 
to the rabble, and loofc people, who are 
fometimes apt to be rude. From hence we 
went to Dublin, in order to attend the. na- 
tional haif-year's-meeting, and were kindly 
received by our old landlord, Samuel Judd^ 
And his family. 

Leinfter province-meeting began on fe-s. 
cond day, the fixth of the eleventh month, 
both for worihip and diicipline, and on third 
day the national meeting, which held four 
days : the feveral fittings , thereof being in 
general attended witli a fenfe of Divine 
goodnefs; and the teftimony of truth ran 
ftrong againft hypocrify, covetoufnefs, liber- 
tioifm, and pride among the profeilors there-: 
of, but in a confolatory ftream to the hum-* 
ble and contrite children of the family ; in a 
thankful fenfe whereof the name of the Lord 
Wa« praifed, who is worthy forever and ever I 
We tarried a few days longer with friends 
in Dublin, and then went to meetings at 
Baltibois, Timahoa, Rathagon, and Eden- 
derry, and a religious fitting at John Pim's 
family ut Nurney. Then returning to Eden- 
derry, attended their monthly-meeting, where 
having a coacern to vifit fome families of 

friends^ 
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friends,, we went to moft of them in thai 
town, and to the houfe of a widow in the 
country, where we had a good opportunity 
with ner and her children. I aiked the 
friend who accompanied us, whether there 
was any other |iiend*s houfe to which we 
had not been- He faid he thought not; 
but my mind nad a draught to fome houfe, 
,and I pointed toward it. He then faid he 
believed he knew where. So we went ^ 
the place, and the family being called toge- 
ther, I enquired whether there was not an- 
other belonging to the houfe, and was told 
there was. As foon as he came in, I knew it 
was the man whom my mind was concerned 
to viiit j and fomething I had to exprefs 
reached and tendered him very much; he 
being exceeding wild and faihionable, and 
.'did not love to attend religious meetings, 
but truth now reached him. On the firft 
day following I faw him at Edenderry meet- 
ing, where the vifitation feemed to be re- 
newed to hini. I afterwards heard that he 
continued to be fober and thoughtful, and I 
was thankful to the Lord that he was pleafed 
to condefcend in mercy to gather the out- 
call of Ifrael. Being clear of this place, I 
returned to Dublin ; and having a concern 
on my jnind to vifit the families of fome 
who »ade profeflion of the truth, but were 
difbrderly in their conduifl, we began that 
fervice, being accompanied by feveral friends, 
^d the Locd was pleafed to own the work. 

During 
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During our ftay we were careful to attend 
all the meetings in this city for worfhip 
and difcipline; one of which was a quar- 
terly-meeting for the youth, in which many 
were tendered by the love of God, through 
Jefus Chrift, our Lord and Saviour. We 
vifited about fixty families, in moft whereof 
the Lord was pleafed to favour with autho- 
rity to fet the teltimony of truth over the 
heads of the corrupt, diforderly profefTors, 
and to influence with underftanding to di- 
vide the word and counfel of truth to the 
different ftates of thofe we -vifited : in aix 
humble fenfe whereof, let my foul obey and 
adore him, who is alone worthy for ever \ 

As I apprehended the women's meeting 
to be flack of doing their part of duty, as 
true helps in the exercife of the difcipline, 
and a proper care oyer the flock and family 
of the Lord, a weighty concern attended 
me to exprefs in writing my fenfe- of what 
was the proper bufinefs belo^jging to wo^ 
men's meetings, which I fhewed to the men 
friends, and had their concurrence to lay it 
before the women's meeting, in order for 
their encouragement and practice in the 
wifdom of truth, and it vva? afterwards fent 
to the women's meeting? throughout the na^ 
tion. 

The veffel in which we came to Ireland 
being ready to fail, and the mailer defiroua 
of our company to return with him, I*fel^ 
fo clear and eafy that \ intended to go ; but 

\yh6^ 



OF JOHN CHUKCHMAN. ift 

^hcn he fent us word to come on board, I 
was more inclined to flay that day, and 
went (o meeting, being firft day, and 
he failed ; but meeting with contrary winds 
and dark weather, was obliged to put back 
into Dublin harbour, after about a week's 
fatigue. My being withheld from embark- 
ing I thought was a remarkable kindnefs 
and favour from my great and good Mafter; 
praifed be his name ! We had afterwards 
feveral good meetings, in fome of which it 
became my concern to recommend filenco 
t)y e^fample ; of which they ftood in much 
|ieed, And on the twenty-third of the 
Ipirft month (1753) after having travelled in 
Ireland thirteen hundred and fifteen miles^ 
and had one hundred and thirty-four meet- 
ings, befides many family vifits, feeling my 
mind to be quite clear, we w?nt on board a 
<hip of Whitehaven, Allen Wilfon mafter, 
having in much love taken leave of our 
Iriends ; and^after a (hort, but ftormy rough 
paflage of about twenty- three hours, arrived 
at Whitehaven, with hearts humbly thankful 
to the Lord who had preferved us : the maff 
ter iaying, that he had not known the like 
for twelve years, although he had failed 
tween the two ports very conftantly. Next 
day after our afriyal, our friend John Har? 
ris, of Highfield, with whom we had left 
our horfes, brought them to us, and we 
went home with hiin, and vifited the 
meetings in the neighboprhood, ieyeral o^ 
which, particularly the laft, at PardfhawHall, 
" ' ' * " * were 
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were large and precious opportunities- Anil 
I thought I cQuld pecceive that my former 
painful labours among them h?ui bepn bkfj« 
fed, for which I w;as truly thaaicful to tbq 
lioly head pf the church and mailer of the 
^eipblies pC his people- From thence we 
went to Lprton-hall, and had an evening 
meeting with the people of the town, to 
which came the pri?ft, and moil of hi^ hear- 
ers; an4.. although the! craft and eojidudl of 
the hirelings were much fet forth, all wa$ 
quietj^ ^nditeinded ]«^eU.. , ; 

Froiii thetJ^ce w^ went, to Kendal, ^andl 
flaying a general meeting ther^, proceeded 
to divers others in Yorlfihire, and hMGit^ 
ihire, apd to qn^ we had appointed at Cpln, 
wh^re are .no pPhemhprs of our fociety; «i4 
though a poor dark town in refpefl: to rclir- 
gion, ^he peoplie behav^ foberly, and m^nf 
were tendered by .the ,gentle, yet. powerful 
rea^chps of heavenly goodnefs; and I .may 
iay> that in riding through ibme tpw».« in 
England, where no friei^d dwelt, I felt a 
fccret ialutation of love ix> the iilbafaitimt$» 
though as a ieed yet uogathered ; !biit my 
jwefent bufinefs in gonei'al was to the chil*-. 
dren of the family, that when it ihaJl pleafet 
the Lord to open the eyes of othf^$ to ber 
hold Zion, m>t ftumbling-biteck fi^gh* ap^. 
pear to pffiend the ibeholdei^, or di» her 
hjeavenly beauty. 

From henc^e paiGjig to Halifa^c^ we bad »^ 
iargi? opep xbeeting toere, and diye^. lOthers; 
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in York/hire, until we came to our friend 
John Haflam's, at Hanfwbrth-Woodhoufe ; 
then to Sheffield, where we vifited fome fa- 
Uniilies to :our fatisfa<ftion ; and after attend-* 
ing two meetings in Derbyfhire, returned 
to John Haflam's, and again to ShefBeld^ 
and fat their morning meeting on firft day, 
and in the afternoon attended the burial of 
Ellen Atwick, a friend of good repute, to 
which many people came, and I had a fa- 
vourable opportunity. Being then clear, I 
went to Blythe, in Nottinghamfliire, and 
had a meeting, and feveral in other towns 
this week, and reached RawclifF, in York- 
fliire, on firft day. On the night before I 
had a dream, which much afieded me. ^ I 

* thought I heard a kind of melody and 

* finging at my left hand, whereupon I faid^ 

* What do ye rejoice at ? Which continu* 

* ing, I faid. Your finging is fomewhat like 

* David's rejoicing before the ark, but I fee 

* it not : and I heard a voice on my right, 

* faying, the ark is in the land of the Phi-. 

* liftines, where it was taken through the 

* wickedneft of the priefts and fins of the 

* people ; who removed the ark from Shi- 

* loh, to ftrengthen them in battle/ Where- 
upon I awoke, and was under fome exerdie 
for a tin^, ct^ncluding it was omitious, but 
Jaw no further, until we went to meeting 
ill the forenoon, where T fbon heard a 
kind of tuneful fighing, which kept in- 
^reafing-^; ^nd turning my head, to diipovcr 

from 
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firom whence it came^ found it to be at ttif 
left hand. After a while a peribn ftopd up, 
and fpake a few fentences of extraordinary^ 
enjoyments which were to be felt* My 
mind was pained, and after he fat down I 
ftood up, and faid. What are ye doing? and 
what do you feel to occafion this rejoicing ? 
and ihould have proceeded to have told them 
my thoughts, but inftantly my dream came 
into my mind, and fo with little addition 
fet down very forrowful. After the meet-<^ 
ing I went to dinner, but could not eat 
much, or be chearful. At the afternoon 
meeting we had the fame tune, until my 
fpirit was aff^ided ; but labouring to know 
mat quiet which is not eafily difturbed, I 
received ftrength in a loving frame of mind 
to inform them, that I feared they were 
miftaken in. their ftates and conditions, for 
that death reigned, and it was rather a time 
of mourning: and as truth arofe in fome 
good degree, that floating formal fea became 
dried up. And in the evening having th« 
company of the chief finger among them, I 
had a fingular freedom fimply to relate my 
dream to him, with a defire that he might 
examine whether the ark enclofing the pure 
ieftimony was preferved fafe amongfl: them; 
which fhut up further converfation. In a 
jfew days after, an intimate friend afked me 
how I fared there ; I repeated to him my 
dream, and he told me it was very figniii- 
caat> for that a withering bad taken place 

ia 
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in that meeting, and that perfon had feveral 
children that were married to fuch that did 
not profcfe with us ; and being treated with 
as a parent, he faid it might be a means of 
increafing the meeting, if thofe they had 
married came to meeting with them, and 
difcouraged friends from dealing with them, 
left it (hould prevent them. 

Then taking a meeting at Selby, we prt>- 
ceeded to the quarterly-meeting at York, 
which continued two days, and was a good 
meeting. Here we met my brother, Wil- 
liam Brown, to our mutual comfort, after a 
reparation of nineteen months. We foon 
parted again, he going towards Lancafter, 
and we to feveral meetings in Yorkfliire, and 
fome in Lincolnshire . In fome places I 
obferved the form to retnain, and life to be 
wanting, and in others the profeffors of 
truth are too generally declined from both. 
True life gives birth to a true form, but the 
mere form will never produce the life of 
truth. From hence we went to Retford and 
Mansfield, in Nottinghamftiire, and at the 
laft town had two meetings, one of which 
was with friends by themfelves ; for it did 
not always appear convenient to deliver too 
publickly thofe things which tended to the 
reproof of fome diforderly walkers in the 
family, left it fhould rather harden than 
rcftore and heal 5 efpecially where their con- 
dud: did not occafion open reproach. Then 
taking jsl meeting at Broughton, we went to 

Netting- 
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Nottingham, and had three meetings therd 
on firft day, and the next at Oxham, with 
a few friends, who were glad thereof, beiag 
fometimes miffed by travellers. The day 
following we had an appointed meeting at 
Nottingham, to {atisfa<9:ion. In this place 
they are troubled with fome ranters, who 
force themfelves into meetings for difcipline^ 
Friends were exhorted to keep up the.tefti- 
mony of truth in the meek humble fpirit 
thereof, in which its dominion will ftand 
for ever. We then fpent fome time in vi- 
iiting many meetings in Leiccfterfliire, tak- 
ing one at Oakham, in Rutlandihire, where 
fome innocent friends live; and I think it is 
the only meeting of friends in that county. 
At Bofwell-ftreet we had a meeting with 
ibme who had been lately convinced, but 
had not yet known a true eftabliflimerit in 
humbly waiting for the power of truth, to 
give a folid growth in pure religion* The 
fame evening we had a me^eting at Coventry, 
to good fatisfadion ; and the week follow- 
ing came to Dudley, in Woreefterfhire, 
where we lodged at James Payton's, whofe 
fiiler Catharine was preparing to go on a 
religious vifit to America. Staying the 
meeting on firft day in Dudley, we went to 
divers others in this county and Warwick- 
ifaire, and came to Baden, in Northampton- 
ihire, at which meeting many people came^ 
ibme of whom vrerc very unruly 5 but the 
power of truth .prevailingt it ended quietly; 

praifed 
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£i-aifcd be the Lord, who is all-fufEcient for 
is own work ! Vifiting feveral other meet- 
ings in this county, at one o( them, held in 
an evening at Chipping- Norton, there were 
many tender young people, to whom I felt 
a falutation in the love of truth 3 but before 
I thought it fafe for me to ftand up, a 
young man, not much like a friend, flood 
up, and began to exhort them to be faith*, 
ful in difcharging whatfoever the Lord re* 
quired of them, and how eminently he would 
be with, and qualify them for his work; 
as though they were all appointed to enter 
upon fome extraordinary fervice. At which 
my mind was much grieved; for I thought 
it would be more fuitable for them deeply 
to retire, and wait for the virtue of truth, 
and fap of life, to experience a growth in 
grace and the knowledge of God, that they 
might be prepared to work out their own 
falvation. To expedt a young tree to pro- 
duce abundance of fruit, before the branches 
are come forth and fpread with ftrength to 
bear it, is not reafonable. The words * fit 
* down* pafTed through, my mind for fome 
time, and at length I fpoke them fo as for 
him to hear, which I perceived by a fmall 
ftop he made. But going on again, I faid. 
Prithee, friend, fit down, which he did ; 
but I felt that my faying furprized the 
people, and perhaps offended fome, and that 
it would be in vain to deliver what was on 
my mind; fo exprefEng a few fentences 

N only. 
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only, I {kt down, and the meeting endf^# 
I was informed by a friend at our lodgings^ 
that he was one lately come from the Me- 
thodifts, which I before apprehended by 
his appearance. Oh going to bed, I was 
much concerned left it ihould hurt him,, 
and deeply fought to know whether I had 
not fpoken to him in a felfifh fpirit, becaufe 
he had taken the time of the meeting ap- 
pointed on my account; and fcgling love 
towards him, I prayed in fpirit that the 
Lord would be pleafed to preferve him from 
harm thereby, and that if I had done wrong, 
I might be made fenfible of rebuke for my 
future inftruftion; when in great calmnefs 
I underftood that it would not hurt him, fo 
I went into a quiet fleep* After a meeting 
next day at Sibbard, a woman friend, awho 
was at the meeting the evening before, de- 
fired me to fend by her a meffage, or write 
to the young man, for ihe was fearful he 
would go befide himfelf. I told her, that 
when I fpake to him I thought myfelf right, 
and knew what I was about; but now I 
could not fee what to do at prefent, and to 
ad by her diredion was dangerous;' fo we 
parted, and in about a week after a friend 
let me know that there was no danger of his 
receiving hurt, but hoped he would be be- 
nefited. 

From hence, taking a few meetings on. 
our way, we arrived at London pn the fe- 
venth of the fixth month,, and next day 

attended 
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attended Gracechurch-ftreet meeting, and in 
the following week the yearly -meeting, 
which was comfortable and folidj divers 
Weighty matters being therein propofcd for 
confideration from feveral of the counties, 
which centred rather to benefit, though in 
the management of the affairs, there ap- 
peared in fome a difpofition to oppofe what 
they thought to be new, notwithflanding 
th? fame things appeared very expedient to 
others> who, from their profpeft thereof, 
might urge their fentiments rather too 
ftrongly. A profpedl of the Lord's fervants, 
truly difciplined, armed and qualified for 
his work, and of fuch who equip, arm, and 
arrange themfelves, and move by their own 
direftion, was prefented to my view in a 
dreOTi one night, during the time of this 
meeting. ' I thought I beheld two armies 

* fet in array againfl each other, one of 

* them well armed with fwords and mufkets, 
^ the other had no formal weapons for their 

* defence, but a charge given them by their 

* general to keep their ranks, and gently to 

* march direftly forward, as he fhould lead, 

* no man reaching forth his own hand to 

* defend himfelf. They joined in battle, 

* and wh^n one of the unarmed Ibldiers was 

* borne hard -upon by his opponent, he 

* reached forth his hand at arm's length, 

* when a fword took off one of his fingers, 

* and the blood fprinkled on feveral of his 
V fellow foldiers; whereupon, knowing the 

^ N a ' orders 
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* orders given, I cried out. If that hand 

* had not been fo ftretched out, this wound 
' would not have Seen received;* and fo I 
awakened; and on the morrow was fully 
convinced, that in tranfaciing the affairs of 
truth, the honour of God ihould be our 
Only view, with a fingle eye to his direftion, 
(and felf made of no reputation) which will 
be a fhield againft all rqfledlions and perfonal 
cenfures. For it fo happened, that a valu- 
able zealous friend, being ftrongly refledted 
on, as being a prejudiced party, and being 
a little warmed thereby, made an over- 
hafty, and perhaps too warm a reply, which 
is apt to ftir up warmth in thofe who de- 
pend on no other guard than their own ar- 
mour, and with their own ftrength ufe a 
felfifh weapon. By this unguarded reply, 
the friend brought a reproof on himfelf 
and fome others, that were united in the 
caufe of truth. The victory belongs to the 
Lamb for ever, who when he was fpit up- 
on and reviled, did not again revile. 

After flaying in London, and attending^ 
the Peel-meeting on firft day, and the 
meeting of minifters and elders on fecond 
day morning, we went to Chelmsford, and 
relied a day or two with our friend John 
Griffith, attended their week-day meeting, 
and a general meeting at Kelvedon, and 
proceeded to the yearly-meeting at Col- 
chefter, which held three days, and was a 
time of divine favour. Then going to Ipf- 

wich. 
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wich, and to a monthly-meeting at Wood- 
bridge, we there continued on firft day, and 
on the next began their yearly -meeting, 
which held until the fourth day of the 
week, in all eight fittings, fome whereof 
were large and very good. No praife to 
him that willeth, or to him that runAeth, 
but to the Lord alone, that fheweth mercy. 
And there being a marriage at the meeting 
on fifth day, I had an open time, wherein I 
had to fet forth, that as man in the begin- 
ning was taken from the earth or clay, by 
the hand of the Lord, and a life breathed 
into him different from the earth, by which 
he became a living foul, and firood in the 
image and liberty of his Creator ; but fall- 
ing from the heavenly image, and liberty 
^therein, through tranfgreflion, is now of 
the earth, earthly in his love and liberty; 
fo he muft now be feparated from the 
earthly low eftate which itands in the tranf- 
greflion and death, by the regenerating word 
of power; and transformed by the renew- 
ing of his mind, will, and affedtions, and 
placing them on heavenly objedls. For as 
the jpotter feparateth the clay from the other 
earth, and tempers it by itfelf, before he 
formeth and maketh a vefifel thereof, fo 
muft man, by the operation of the heavenly 
hand, be tempered, wrought, prepared^ 
and thereby freed from his own ftubborn 
will, and made fubmiflive to the heavenly 
will, that he may not be marred on the 
N 3 wheel, 
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wheel, but bear the turning of the hea- 
venly hand, until he be formed a veflel to 
honour* But if the will of man does not 
become fubjedt, but ftands in rebellion, the 
Lord, who faid, " My fpirit fliall not al- 
" ways ftrive with man," hath power over 
the clay, to rejedt that which will not be, 
wrought into a veflel for honour, and fufFer: 
it to be marred in its own ftubborn will. 
And when an earthly potter hath formed a 
vtiTel for ufe, he carefully fetteth it afide, 
until it be prepared to bear a further opera- 
tion, to harden and glaze it for the ufe for . 
which it is made. If man fhould put even 
water ijito an earthen veflel, formed for that 
ufe, before it is hardened and prepared by 
iire, he would both maf the vefl^d, and 
expofe that which was ^ut therein. Let 
not fuch, therefore, who have known the^'' 
heavenly hand of power fo to prepare them, 
that they arp willing to be whatfoever the 
Lord fliould make of them, marvel if the 
Lord fhould be pleafed to fet them by a 
while for the trial of their faith. lif the 
earthly potter's yeffel fliould crack in dry- 
ing,, it would be marred ; fo if thefe veflTels 
of the Heavenly Potter keep not the wprd 
of his patience in this their drying feafpn^ 
fo prepare them for the operation of the 
heavenly fire and furnace, in which the 
'Lord will fandtify and fit his vefl^els for the 
jlfe pf his holy fanftuary, they will alfo be 

marred ^ 
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stnarred ; but otherwife they will come forth 
veflels to honour in his houfe, &c, 

I thought this was a remarkably good 
^meeting, the praife thereof belongs to the 
Lord alone. We had alfo a felptft meeting 
mth friends, and vifited feveral families in 
the town to fatisfadtion, truth owning us 
together ; and after a good opportunity aj 
A friend's houfe in the country, on our way, 
we went to Norwich, and attended their 
jneetings on firft day; the yearly-meeting 
began the next, and ended on fourth day, 
after fevcn fittings, generally large and fetif*- 
/adtory, through the oyerfliadowing of di- 
vine goodnefs^ I ^ontinu^d in this city 
feveral days af]ter, vifiti^g families, and 
ileadily attending their meetings, and had 
fome opea fatis&dtory opportunities. My 
way now opening for Holland^ we went to 
Yarmouth, feveral friends acconipanying us, 
^nd on the twenty-fixth of the feventh 
month ernbarked on board the flup Three 
Brothers, IjLichard Smith mafter, my com- 
panion, John Pepjberjton; being wiJlingj to 
>qontinue with me^. 

On the firft day of th^ week following 
we landed at Rotterdam, and lodged at an 
jinn. Next morning, feeling my mind drawn 
forward, we went in a ^flage-waggon to 
Turgo>v, and from thence in the tra<5t-fkute 
in the eyening to Amfterdam^ the metror 
polls of South Holland, and were condu(fte4 
^9 friend? pieetrng-hpufq at thp Three- 
N ^ hooks, 
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hooks, in Princes-ftreet, in which Michaci 
Laars and his fifter lived, and were kindly - 
received, and refted the next day. 

I found a concern to vilit the families of 
friends in this city, in which fervice we 
fpent moft of the week to our fatisfadtiod, 
John Vanderwarf, jun. being interpreter. 
We alfo attended their week-day meeting, 
in which Peter Linders was interpreter. On 
firft day following the meeting in the morn- 
ing was pretty large, and many people came 
to that in the afternoon, fome of whom be- 
haved rudely; but truth came ovei^, and 
they were ftilled, and feemed to depart fa- 
tisfied. We continued here until their week- 
day meeting again, which many not of our 
fociety attended, and it was to general fatif- 
fa<3:ion. I then felt my mind drawn to- 
wards North Holland, and taking paffage in 
the track-ikute, pafTed through feveral towns, 
and arrived at the city of Hoorn, where we 
were met by our friend Cort Hendricks, 
who took us in his waggon to his houfe at 
Tvi^ifk, in North Holland, the fame night ; 
being accounted eighteen miles from Am- 
fderftam to Hoorn by water, and from thence 
to Twifk by land fix miles. Here alfo find- 
ing the like concern, we vifited the families 
of fripnds, and had a meeting with them 
in the evening together. Next day we went 
to Abbey Kirk, a village, about two miles 
diftant, where about five or fix families of 
friends live, whom we vifited alfo. The 

friend^ 
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friends in general feemed to receive our 
vifits kindly, except one family, where I 
was concerned to fpeak of, and open that 
faying of our dear Lord, " Except your 
*' righteoufnefs exceed the rightcoufnefs of 
*' the Scribes and Pharifees," &c. for I was 
much burdened under a fenfe of a felf- 
righteous, whole, exalted fpirit. And in 
opening that paffage, was alfo led to fpeak 
of the parable of the Pharifee and Publican, 
who went up into the temple to pray, 
which probably touched the heads of that 
family; and I felt a ftrong oppofition in 
them, and perceived the paflage was not 
pleafing to our interpreter. I could not 
fliake oiF my burden, yet was prefcrved 
quiet in my mind, having honeftly done 
my part, and fo returned to Twifk, where 
the meeting was held for both villages, and 
which on firft day morning was pretty 
large, friends being generally there; but 
our interpreter had moft of the time, fo 
that he was too much fpent to interpret much 
for me. Several not profeffing with us at- 
tended in the afternoon, and I had a fatif- 
fadlory time with them early in the meet- 
ing, when an awful fenfe of truth feemed 
to be over us, after which our interpreter 
had fomething further to fay. I have often 
lamented the increafe of words, and a repe- 
tition of former experiences, without the 
renewing of life; which difpofition feems 

tQ 
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to prevail in too many, to the burdening 
fenfible members in our fociety. 

As we fat this evening at a friend's houfc 
ai^Twifk, two elderly women came in, pro- 
feffors of truth, but very talkative, I had 
feen them feveral times before, and as often 
been burdened with them, and now had 
fomething ^in particular to fpeak, but feared 
that fuch plain dealing would be too ftrong 
for our interpreter, who appeared to be very 
fociable with them. Therefore I delivered 
my mind, without fingling them out, feve- 
ral others being prefent. Thefe women took 
it to themfelves, but not in fuch a difpofi- 
tion as I defired, being difturbedj arid fol^ 
lowing us to bur lodgings, made their com- 
plaint to our interpreter, bidding him afk 
me, if I took them to be fuch perfpns as I 
had defcribed: if fo, they defired to know 
what I had to accufe them with. At iirft it 
put me to a ftand, but being jftill, I foon 
thought it was providential, that tliey thus 
gave me an opportunity to clear myfelf of 
the burden I had borne on their account, 
and told them, thaf to enter into particular 
charges was not my bufinefs ; but was free 
to let them know that Ihad been in pain 
on their account from the firft time I faw 
them, and that if I had a true fcnfe of their 
ftates, they were not fuch as they ought tq 
be, but had loft the favour of what they 
profefTed to enjoy, and could fo freely talk 
of, * and to}d one of them that I took her 
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' to be dark, and ignorant of her owa 

* ftate; and the other, that ftie was top 

* light and chafFy in her fpirit; and that 

* they both wanted the true clothing of 

* the Lord's children, which is humility 

* of heart, and reverence of fpirit; which 

* would feafon all their converfation and 
^ condudt, that they would not be ftumbling 

* blocks to their neighbours, as I feared 

* they were. I alfo told them, that I be- 

* lieved when I fpake as I did at the friend's 
' houfe, it belonged to them,"" in which I 

* was now confirmed; for had thcybeca 

* fincere-hearted, they would have born it 

* without flinching; but now they had 

* ihewn that their fore places were touched, 

* and I dared not to leffen the weight of 

* what was then faid, but defired them to 

* receive and ponder it well; for I was fure 
^ it was delivered in love, and believed it 

* to be a vifitation to them in their old 

* age/ Which being interpreted to them, 
they fpake fomething to the interpreter, 
which I did not underftand. Then one of 
them laid, Ihe had yet love in her heart for 
me. I told her, that 1 had nothing but 
good will towards her, and fo they went 
away. 

After which the interpreter told me, he 
had knovi^n thefe women many years; that 
\ had a true fenfe of them, and he had de- 
livered my words honeftly, and hoped they 
would do them good. 

Wc 
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We next had a meeting with friends of 
Twifk by themfelves, in a private houfe, in 
which we were favoured with the favour of 
truth; the fincere-hearted being refrefhed, 
and the diforderly warned to be more care- 
fuL 

After taking fome refrefhment, we hafted 
to attend another meeting appointed for us 
at Abbey-Kirk in the afternoon, which was 
held in the fame houfe where I felt the op- 
pofition before mentioned. I foon was fen- 
fible of fome matter in my mind to divide 
to the people ; firft to a low, afHidted ftate, 
and things opened pretty clear, and were 
interpreted readily; but proceeding to the 
other ftates, I felt the current obftrufted, 
and the force of my fentences evaded, and 
had a fenfe that the minds of the friends of 
that houfe were fhut up againft what I had 
to deliver, {o I forbore going on, and the 
interpreter foon began, and continued to 
fpeak near an hour. When he had done, I 
felt a great weight on my mind, and defired 
him to interpret a few fentences for me. 
He did not feem very free, faying, * Let it 

* be fliort, then.' The fubftance was, * that 
' I had come in love to fee them, and was 
' in no way prepojflefled or informed con- 

* cerning any perfon or cafe among them ; 

* y^t found they were fliut up againft what 

* I had to deliver: nevertheless, I could 

* not be eafy without letting them know, 
' that I did believe, unlefs they bumbled 

^ them- 



OF JOHN CHURCHMAN. 189 

* themfelves, and were ftripped from that 

* felf-righteous wholenefs, wherewith they 

* had clothed themfelves, they never would 

* grow in the life of true religion, but 

* would be as ftumbling- blocks to the fin- 

* cere-hearted among them ;' £0 I went out 
of the houfe, and returned to our lodging, 
not having freedom to ftay there longer. 
Our interpreter, who tarried with them af- 
ter we were gone, told me that they judged 
a certain friend, who had been in Holland 
fome time before, and fpoken very cloiely 
to. them, had informed me concerning them; 
and I thought the interpreter alfo favoured 
that fentiment, which made me not to won- 
der at the oppoiition I had felt both in him 
and them. Whereupon I told him, that 
until that time I never knew that the friend, 
whom they thus judged, had been there, 
and that I had never heard of their names, 
nor the name of the town, until I came 
with him, and defired him to give it in 
charge to a friend of Twifk, who was pre- 
fent with us, to let thofe friends know from 
me, what I then faid of my innocency. 

Feeling myfelf now pretty eafy refpedling 
that place, we returned towards Amfterdam, 
accompanied by two friends, to Hoorn, 
where no friends now live, though formerly 
there were, and fbmetimes meetings have 
been held there. And I had fome thoughts 
of having one, but, being under difcourage- 
ment, had almofl concluded to proceed on 

our 
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our Vfzy ; but in walking through the city 
to the (kute, which was to fet off for Am-^ 
fterdam in a few minutes, I felt my mind 
afFed:ed with a fenfe that my great and good 
Mafter was near, and defired with carneft 
breathings to know his will: and if he 
would be pleafed to be with mc, I A^as wil- 
ling to do the fame, as he fhould require 
fend enable me. I then felt fuch a ftrcam 
of love towards the inhabitants, that 1 was 
convinced there was a vifitation to them, as 
though the Lord would in his own time 
gather a people there. As yet I had not 
difclofed my mind to any one, although I 
felt a draught back ; wheh, &eing a young 
man in the ftreet^ I defired the interpreter 
to afk him if he thought we could have a 
meeting in that town ; to which he readily 
anfwered, that he believed we might, and, 
taking hold of my baggage, faid, if we 
Would pleafe to return to his houfc, he 
♦irould endeavour to procure a place, and ac- 
quaint the peQplc^ which he very punctually, 
2^nd with great fpeed performed. And we 
met about four in the afternoon, at the 
houfe of Cornelius Olyfliager, afid had a good 
opportunity, with a t^ffder^ friendly people, 
fevcral of whom were reached and tendered 
by the virtue and fevour of truth, which 
fpread freely : for which the^ Giver of all 
good Was reverently praifed,vwho is worthy 
for ever. The people departed in much 
Jove, and we returned to the young man's 

houfe. 
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honfCf where vire were affedkionately ehtcr- 
tained that night. We fhould hare been 
glad to have converfed with tific people^ but 
could not under (land their language, yet had 
a fcnft that they were iatisned with the 
toceting* 

Being accompanied by this kind youiig 
man. Dirk Mefchaert^ our landlord^ to thd 
liirack-fkute, we took leave, with tears on 
each fide, and arriving at Amftcrdam, wc 
fat with friends that afternoon in their 
week-day meeting, to fatisfadtion; having 
travelled in North Holland about fcvonty^ 
four miles, by bodt and waggon* Wc thcit 
vifited the remainder of friends families in 
this city; and were comforted therein, the 
Lord being pleafed to own our labour,- and 
I pray it may be bleffed to them. On firft 
day morning we had a large folid meeting, 
at which were ievetal ftrangers, particularly 
two young men, Italians, fuppofed to be 
princes, who behaved well; alfo many of 
the citizens, who had never been at a friends 
meeting before. The afternoon meeting 
was alfo large ; but fome of the lower fort, 
. who canie to gaze out of curiofity, behaved 
rudely ; yet it ended better than I expefted. 
. There feemcd to be an opennefs in many to 
hear the teftimonyand principle of truth de- 
clared; but it is a dull way to fpeak by an 
imperfedl interpreter. 

On the twenty- fecond of the dghtfa 
month, .was held what they call their yearly- 
meetings 
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meeting, which was attended by fevcral not 
of our fociety ; but it has little more than 
the name of a yearly-meeting, the difciplinc 
of truth being much loft. 

Feeling fome concern ftill to continue on 
my mind towards the friends at Abbey- Kirk, 
where I was fenfible of the oppoj&tion be- 
fore hinted, I had freedom to write them a 
ktter; but on confidering that the friend 
and his wife to whom I wrote were perfons 
of note, I was fearful that their refentment 
might hurt fome others; and having a ten- 
der concern towards the fincere-hearted, it 
was with me to prepare the way by writing 
an epiftle to friends of the meeting at Twilk,^ 
to which thofe of .Abbey-Kirk do alfo be- 
long; both which I got a friend of Am- 
fterdam to tranflate. That to the meeting I 
fcnt immediately, that it might be read on 
a firft day, and directed the other to be fent 
foon after. 

That to friends at Twifk was as follows : 



T" 



Dear Friends, 

E honeft and fincere hearted 
__ amongft you, I falute in Gofpel 
love : and as I do believe there is a fmall 
remnant that are defirous to know and 
witncfs the peace of God in your hearts, 
and a fure hope of receiving the anfwer of. 
well done at the conclufion of your time 
in this world, mind the iaftrudions of 

« the 
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•^ the Spirit of Chrift Jefus in your own 

* hearts ; for it is that which kids into all 

* truth : it ihews unto man of what fort 

* the thbilghts of hife heart are, ahd if wit* 

* nefleth againft every bad word and a(!lion. 

* It was the Spirit of Truth that taught 

* the children of God ih all ages. It was 

* by this Spirit of Truth that our Worthy 

* elders were led from the lo-here*s and lo- 

* there's which are in the world t it efta- 

* blifhed them on the jtrue foundation, viz. 

* the revelation Or teaching of the Spirit of 

* God in their own hearts. By this they 

* were upheld under fore afHiftions, and 
^ outward fufFerings, from the powers of 

* the •ea.rth. By this they were preferved in 

* the unity of the fpirit, in the bond of 

* peace. 

* Dear friends, beware of letting out your 

* minds after the dodtrines and teachings of 
^ men, who have not the word of Life 

* committed to them, to preach in the love 

* and power of truth : for if ye do, ye 

* will be unftable and wavering; and a wa- 

* vering man is as a wave of the fea, tofled 
** to and fro with every contrary wind of 
'* dodlrine. Neither look you too much to 
^ the example one of another, but wait to 
'^ receive in yourfelves, a fenfe of what ye 

* ought to do, and to join with, and what 

* ye ought to be feparated from ; then will 
"^ ye be able to judge what you hear and fee, 

* becaufe you have the fpirit of truth in 

O * your 
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^ your own hearts ; for that is the true rule, 

* judge, and guide, which leads into all 
*. truth. 

* Since I was with you, I have often 

* thought, that you will never grow ftrong 

* in the truth, nor teach the principles 

* thereof one to another, until you l?e obe- 

* dient thereunto in your own hearts, and 
' aft and behave in all things according to 

* the pure witnefs thereof in youf own 
^ felves. This makes living, found, fteady 

* members^ zealous both of love and good 

* works, in themfelves, and anaongft their 

* brethren and fifters. 

* Dear friends, be careful to meet togc- 

* ther, and admonij(h thofe that fall ihort 

* of their duty herein. And when you arc 

* aflembled, wait on the Lord with a mind 

* turned invy^ard; and if ye do wait in faith 

* and patience, the Lord will be found oi 

* you, and reveal himfelf in the midft of 

* you, to your comfort and confolation. 

* With fincere defires that every good 
^ thought, and fecret enquiry after the 

* knowledge of God, in each of your hearts, 

* may be ftrengthened and bleffed, do I re-t 

* main your affedtionate friend, 

* John Churchman/ 

^ Amfierdaniy z^d of the 
• 8tlimonth> 1753.* 

A copy of my letter to the friend and his 
lyife here follows, 

€€ My 
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• My Friends^ 

^ T Have had an exefcife on my liiiiid eVer 

X * fince I came firft into your houie, to 

^ vifit your family, which was on the elc- 

* venth ^ inftant, I came an entire ftranger^ 

* free from any information from man con- 
^ ceming youj but as foon as I came into 

* the houfe, I felt the innocent life of 
/ truth, and pure feed of the kingdom, op- 

' preffed in you, 

* * Our dear Lord faid, ** Learn of mc, 
^* for I am meek and low of heart." ^'His 

* Spirit in us, if we take heed thereto, will 

* teach us to be meek and low in heart. At 
^ thisi day his teaching is the fame, and will 

* remain to be fo to all his followers for 

* ever. O may you be humble, for it is 

* the humble tfiat the Lord doth teach of 

* his ways; and the meek he guides in 
^ judgment : but the whole and felf-righ- 

* teous, who are wife in their own eyes, and 
^ prudent in their own conceit, the Lord 

* will hide the myfteries of his pure wif- 
' dom from thefe; but to the babes, who 
•' are truly changed, and born from above; 

* and thofe fucklings, who are weaned from 

* the breafts of the world, and its wifdom, 

* and are leaning on the breaft of Chrift, 

* their beloved, defiringthe fincere milk of 

* his word, that they may grow thereby; 

* unto thefe the Lord will reveal true knpw- 

O 2 ' ledge. 
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* ledge, and wifdom from above : and tjjtat 

* wifdom is pure, peaceable, gentle, and 

* eafy to be intreated ; and thofe that have 

* the fame in poffeflion, they have the fea- 

* foning virtue of truth : they have fait in 
' themfelves, and are therefore preferved in 
^ peace and unity with the pure truth, and 

* alfo one with another. Such profefTors, 

* who inwardly know, and receive the moft 

* holy faith, they know the fame to work 

* in them by love, to the purifying of their 

* hearts. Thefe are Jews inward, circum- 

* cifed in heart, true Ifraelites indeed, in 

* whom there is no guile: and their righ- 

* teoufnefs exceeds that of the Scribes and 

* Pharifees.' 

* I heartily wifh that you may (in your 

* old age) be concerned to know the life of 

* pure religion ; a fenfe of the want thereof 

* in your family, burthened my life whilft 

* I was in your houfe, which was the reafon 

* why I could not be free to eat and drink 

* with you. 

* In order to difcharge myfelf towards 

* you, have I written thefe few lines, de- 

* firing that you may examine yourfelves, 

* and fee if there be not a caufe, — and in 

* the love of truth, which leads us to deal^ 

* plainly one with another, 

* I remain your real friend and well-wiflier, 

* John Churchman/ 

^ Amfterdam, z^i of the 
« 8th month, 17$$.* 
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We continued with friends in this city, 
and attended their two meetings on firft day, 
and in the evening had an opportunity with 
ieveral to fatisfadlion ; for our love rather 
increafed. Next morning, feeling my mind 
clear of friends in Holland, I was eafy to 
return towards England, and, accompanied 
by fevcral to the fkute, we took leave, and 
went to Turgow by water, from thence by 
waggon to Rotterdam, in all about forty- 
two miles. There are no members of our 
ibciety left in this city. We went to fee the 
meeting-houfe, and had fome thoughts of 
having a meeting, but being the time of a 
great fair, which occafipned a concourfe of 
rude people, there was no proljpeft pf having 
one to advantage, 

John Vanderwaarf, junior, came with us 
to Rotterdam, with whom we parted in 
much love early on fourth day morning, the 
twenty-ninth of the eighth month, and 
went on board the fame fliip which brought 
us hither ; it having rnade a voyage to Eng- 
land and bacl^ fince^ We failed with a fair 
wind 4ow)> the Maefe to theBrieU before 
liQon, when it begoming contrary, we lay 
af aijchor until firft day morning, then pro- 
ceeding, we pafled pver the dangerous fands, 
apd fo to fea, and arrived at Yarmouth about 
one the next day, aijd haii a meeting with 
^riendjS t^e fame evening, 

lA thi§ journey to ifplland, we travelled 
by fea and land abput five hundred mile^. 

O 3 From 
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From Yarmouth we went in a chaife to 
Norwich, where friends vyere rejoiced to 
fee us, and we were thankful for our fafe 
return. And being concerned to fpend fome 
more time among them in this city, we yi-^ 
lited a few families, and attended their 
monthly-meeting, alfo their two meetings 
pn firft day, which were dull and heavy. 
The minds of the people being tbo much 
outward, I found it my place to recpmmend 
filence by example more than by words, in 
both thole meetings. 

Next day, in company with other friends^r 
I went to vifit Hannah Lucas, a fchool- 
miftrefs, who was newly convinced. She* 
was in a low ftate of mind. Our vifit wa^ 
to mutual fatisfadtion, being comforted to-* 
gether. 

At their week-day meeting on third day^ 
I had a feafonable time to difcharge my 
mind towards friends in that city, in which 
I was led to deal plainly with thern. They 
are a loving people to ftrangers and each 
other, but there is a want of weightinefs of 
fpirlt, and of a proper care in the exercife 
pf the difcipline of the church. ' 

Before my going to Holland, I was at 
the ihop of a barber in this city feveral 
times, to be fhaved : the fecond time I was 
there, I had to wait a while for my turn, 
he having no affiftant; and when others 
were gone out,^ he told mc he was forry I 
IfLzd to wait, and hoped he fliould have my 

cuftom: 
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cuftom : and that if I would come on Sa- 
turdays and Wednefdays, in the forenoon^ 
I need not wait; but in -the afternoon others 
came. I afked him what days in the week 
thofe were which he called Saturdays and 
Wednefdays: he feemed to wonder at my 
ignorance, but knew not how to tell me 
otherwife. I faid, I do not read in the 
fcriptures of any days fo named : he replied. 
That is true. For what reafon, then, faid 
I, doft thou call them fo ? Becaufe it is a 
common cuftom, faid he. Suppofe, then^ 
faid I, that we lived in a heathen country, 
among infidels, who worfhipped idols, 
ihould we follow their cuftoms, becaufe 
common ? He replied. By no means. I 
then faid, if I have underftood rightly, the 
heathens gave the days of the week thofe 
names. 1 never heard that before, faid he; 
pray for what reafon? I anfwered, they 
worfhipped the fun on the firft day of the 
week, and named it after their idol, Sunday; 
the moon on the fecond day of the week, 
fo came Monday ; and the other days after 
other idols, for they had many gods. Third 
day they called Tuefday, after their idol 
Tuifco; and after the idol Woden, fourth 
day they called Wednefday ; and fifth day, 
after their idol Thor, they called Thurfday; 
from Friga, Friday; and after Saturn they 
called the feventh day, Saturday. And as I 
believe in the only true God, and Jefus 
Chrift, whom he hath fent, and expedt eter- 
O 4 nd\ 
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nal life by no other name or power, I dartf 
not, for confcience fake, own the gods of 
the heathen, or name a day after them ; but 
phoofe ^he names which the days were called 
by when the Moft High perfornied his (c^ 
veral works of creation, viz. firft, fecondjj 
third, and fo on, which is fcriptural, moft 
plain, and eafily pnderftocJd. 

He feemed fomewhat afFe<3:ed with ther 
information, and I defired him to enquire 
into the matter for himfelf, and not to 
think that I defigned to impofe upon him* 
The ne^t time of my going to his fhop, he 
fhewed me fome papers, whereon he had 
began to learn algebra, and afked me how 
I liked it. I faid, it might be ufeful to 
fpn^e, but that I could take iip grubbing, or 
follow the plough^ withoi^it ftudying alge- 
bra; as he niiffht alfo fhave a man, &c, 
without it. JBendes, I found it a mqre pro- 
fitable and delightful ftudy, to be quietly 
employed -in learning the law of the Lord 
written in mine own heart, fp that I might 
walk before him acceptably. 

On my return from Holland to Norwich, 
a man rai^ to me in the ftreet, putting a 
paper into my hand, and immediately left 
me, whom I foon found to be this barber. 
The letter contained an innocent, child-like 
acknowledgment to me for my freedom with 
him, as is before mentioned, in language 
father too much ihewing his value for me 
^s an inftrument. And believing him to bq 

feached 
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reached by the love of truth, and in mea- 
sure convinced of the principle thereof, I 
thought it beft to leave him in the Lord's 
hands for further inftrudtion, to learn by the 
imniediate teachings of the Holy Spirit, 
that his love nqtight be centered on the true 
beloved of fouls ; for want whereof many 
^re hurt, looking •outward, and growing in 
head knowledge, feeking the efteen^ and 
friendfhip of ijien^ from whom we arc to 
ceafe ; his breath apd life being flopped at 
the Lord's command. 

I mention this paffage with a view to ftir 
pp my friends of the fame holy profeffipn, 
to let their language in words be the real 
language of truth to all men, in pijrity of 
fpirit, and jiot to name the days of the 
week or months after the heathenifh idola- 
trous cuftoms, faying for excufe,. that they 
to whom they fpeak do beft underftand 
them, and it faves them- any further expla- 
nation ; which excufe is far from proceed-- 
ing from a difpofition apt to teach, and let-s- 
ting the light of truth ftiine as they ought* 
'* Neither do men," faid our bleijed In- 
ftrudlor, ^' light a candle, and put it under 
** a bufhel, but on a candleftick, and it 
** giveth light to all that are in the houfe/' 
Matt. v. 21. Nor doth the Lord enlighten 
his candle, that is^ the fpirit of man, with 
the pure knowledge of truth, that we 
should cover it, cither with an e^ief al dif- 
pofition, to fave ourfelves trouble^ gr hide 

the 
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die work thereof under the covering butfiel 
of worldly faving care, after the gain and 
treafure of this world; but that it may 
ftand on the candleftick, and thereby crown 
thofe who are thus favouised with the holy 
light, that as a city kt on an hill they can- 
not be hid. 

The corrupt language of you to a fingle 
perfon, and callinjg the months and days by 
heathen names, are efteemed by fome to be 
little things ; but if a faithful teftimony in 
thefe little things was bleffed in the inflance 
before mentioned, even to the raifing an 
earneft enquiry after the faving knowledge 
of God and his bleflcd Son, whom to know 
is eternal life; perhaps fuch who baulk 
their teftimony to the pure talent of truth 
given them to profit withal, may one day 
have their portion appointed with the 
wicked and flothful fervant ; fee Matt. xxv. 
24,' 25, &c. 

After the laft mentioned meeting I found 
my mind eafy to leave Norwich, and went 
with Richard Brewfter and wife to Wy- 
mondham that evening, and next day to 
Edmondfbury; where, feeling an engage- 
ment of mind, we ftaid eight days, attend- 
ing their feveral meetings, and monthly- 
meeting, which is compofed of five parti- 
cular meetings ;' wlftre, under a fenfe of a 
forward formal miniftry, my foul mourned, 
and was clothed with forrow. The next 
day we had a precious meeting, and the 

fame 
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fame evening another With the minifters and 
folid friends, in which' it became -^my con-^ 
cern to fet forth the care they ought to ex- 
ercife over each other, and how neceflary it 
was to deal plainly with. thofe that did not 
keep their places. Truth owned us toge- 
ther, and I believe the opportunity will be 
remembered. 

My mind being drawn towards Wales, 
my companion, John Pemberton, who had. 
been with nie three years, having travelled 
together in much love and unity, inclining 
to go towards London, we parted in the 
fame love; and I, accompanied by my kind 
friend Richard Brewfter, went to Henry 
Gray's, at Godmanchefter, in Huntingdon-^ 
ihire ; and the next day to Wellingborough, 
in Northamptonfhire, and were at their two 
meetings on firft day, the tweilty-third of 
the ninth month, which were heavy, for 
want of more faitljful inv/ard labourers. 
That evening I had alio a fitting with a fick 
friend. 

Next morninig my friend Richard Brewfter 
returned homewards; and feveral friends 
coming to take leave of me, I had an op- 
portunity to remark to them the reafon that 
their meetings were fo dull and cloudy ; for 
I thought I clearly faw there was a negleft 
among them of putting the difcipline in 
pradlice, where disorders were evident ; and 
that this negleft had caufed them to fufFer, 
which would ftill continue and increafe, 

until 
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until they fet the teftimony of truth ovc#: 
the heads of fuch who, by diforderly walk-* 
ing, had brought a reproach thereon, Thq 
friends were affefted, and acknowledged they 
believed it to ^Jbe the cafe amongft them* , 
We parted in tendernefs, and I .proceeded 
on my journey, with an inconie of folid 
peace, and, after riding thirty-^feven miles^ 
reached Banbury, in Oxfordfliire, and the 
next day Eatington, in Warwickfhire, wherq 
I met with my friends Richard Partridge an4 
Mary Wefl:oh, of London, a,nd we were 
truly glad to fee each other, fpending the 
day together, and had a meeting with friends 
in the evening, to our mutual comfort. We 
went in company to Warwick and Coventry, 
^d at the meeting at the laft place, which 
was comfortable, I thought 1 fenfibly felt; 
the benefit of the painful labour 1 had been 
exercifed in when there before. Richard 
Partridge returning to London, Mary Wef^ 
ton went with me to the quarterly-meeting 
at Leicefter, which began with a meeting 
of minifters and elders, and one for wor^ 
ihip and difcipline was held the fame day j 
the fervice in which lay heavy upon me, 
and truth favoured, the power thereof be- 
ing felt, to the comfort of many. And I 
wifh that feafon njay not be forgotten by 
the members of that meeting.^ On the firft 
day following I went to a general meeting 
^t Badgeley, and had an evening meeting at 
Paniel Lythal's, at Polefworth^ who hatlj ^ 

largs 
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large family cnT hopeful tender children. I 
next went to Allen England's, at Tamworth, 
and had a fatisfaftory opportunity in his fa- 
mily, to which I had felt a drawing in my 
^ind for fome time ; but did not know that 
it would fall fo in the way to the quarterly- 
meeting at Stafford, which I attended, and 
there met my friend Jofhua Toift, in com- 
pany with whom I returned to Rudgeley, 
and next day had a meeting at the widow 
Morris's, an4 another that evening at Ut- 
toxeter : from thence to Leek, and, after a 
Yavoured meeting, went home with Joihua 
to Harugate, where, after refting one day, 
had another meeting at Leek, and an op- 
portunity with fome friends at Jofhua 
Strangman's, wherewith I had a degree of 
peace. 

Accompanied by Jofhua TofFt, I went to 
a general meeting at Eaton, in Chefhire; 
then to Macclesfield, Stockport, Morley, 
and Farnly, the lafl of which was a good 
meeting. There my friend Samuel Pother-, 
gill met me, and we went to a meeting at 
Sutton. The next day Sufanna Fothergill, 
and her brother Alexander, came to fee me^ 
and we had a comfortable time together at 
Thomas Hough's, being -owned by truth. 
I was next at a laborious meeting at New- 
ton, though it ended well; and after it I 
. met again with Jofhua Tofft, at Edgebury, 
and had a meeting the next day at Middle- 
ivich, thenat NaatwichtandChefter; from 

whence 
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whence rode to John" Bellows, at Strettorf* 
My travelling and labours through Chefhire 
was in a particular clofe manner, though 

.there are fome folid friends in that county. 
Faffing to Shrewlbury, in Shfopfhire, I 

•was at a meeting on firft day ^t Colebrook- 

-dale, and had fome clofe work; but truth 
feemed to give vidory : and in the evening, 

. at Abraham Darby^s houfe, had an oppor- 
tunity, in which thq tefHmony of truth 
prevailed, to the tendering fome high and 
lofty young people ; whofe faults were told 
them in the power of the fcarcher of hearts^ 
for which the fincere were truly thankful. 

Next day returning to Shrewfbury, I went 
to vifit Benjamin Thomas and Richard Bel- 
lows, who had been confined in prifon 
about four years ?and a half for their con- 

: fcientious. refufal to pay tithes ; and we had 
a comfortable feafon together in the jail, 
feeking the living prefence of the Lordj, 
which makes his people free, even in pri- 

• fons. 

The day following had a meeting in this 
town, and one in the evening, at the houfe 

* of John Young, both which afforded fome 
peace ; but the life of truth is at a low ftate^ 

^ in Shrppfhire, and the profeflbrs with u« 
few. in number. 

I then palled into North Wales, to Charles 
Lloyd's, at Dolobran, in Montgomeryshire,. 
John Young being with me, and had a meet- 
ing there; at this ,plajce there was formerly 

a large 
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a large meeting, but it is now niuch de« 
clined. From thence we went to Tyddeni- 
garrig, in Merionethihire, and had a meet- 
ing with a few fincere friends at the houfe 
pf Lewis Owen. After which I proceeded 
on my vifit to the other meetings in this 
county : firft at Llwindu, in the family of 
Humphry Owen, which was a comfortable 
time, though no other friends live in this 
place. Then at the houfe of John Good- 
win, in Eikirgoch, in Montgomeryfhire, 
where were feveral tender friends ; but tho 
living are Icarcely able to bear the weight of 
thofe profeflbrs, who, although they know 
the truth, do not abide therein, and fo are 
as withered branches caft forth. Next was 
a pretty large and fatisfadtory meeting at 
Talcoyd, in Radnorftiire; then at Cwm, and 
Gluerindrew, and on a firft day at Penbank, 
where are many profeflbrs, though but few 
folid friends. After which at Penplace and 
Caermarthen, which laft meeting was much 
to my fatisfaiXion, the few friends here be- 
ing of the better fort. From hence to Ha- 
verfordweft, with friends by themfelves 
moftly; and ftaying their meetings on firft 
day, that in the afternoon was open and fa- 
tigfadtory, as to other profeflbrs, who came 
in : but pride and worldly-mindednefs hath 
much hurt the members of our fociety, 
though there are a few tender friends. In 
the evening I had another opportunity with 
,£riends» aad was enabled to relieve my mind 

among 
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among them with a degree of thankfulnefsi 
Next meeting was at James Town, and iil 
the evening of the day following at Larn> 
with the people of the town, who behaved 
civilly, but feemed barren as to religion, ill 
a right fenfe. There is but one in this town 
in unity with friends, and he feemed near 
his end, whom I vifited. After crofling a 
ferry near a mile broad, not without great 
danger, being driven on Ihore, and the wind 
very high, the boat was likely to fill with 
water, that I was obliged to go over a 
marfh to Caermarthen, being thankful for 
the deliverance, where I had a publick meet- 
ing with the town's people, to a good degree 
of fatisfaftion ; and next morning met with 
my brother, William Brown, at.Swanzey, 
and we were made joyful in the company of 
each other. Here we had two meetings, 
and another with friends feledled, in which 
he got fome relief. After his leaving me 
here, having a concerh on my mind, I vi- 
fited the families of friends, though not 
without fear ; but felt the help and flrength 
of ray great and good Mafter, who furniflied 
jne with power and fkill to difcharge my 
duty, both to the lukewarm, and the cor- 
rupt diforderly profeffors, without woondihg 
his own children, fome of whom there^ are 
in this town. I ftaid their meeting on fourth 
day, which feafon being divinely favoured^ 
I pray may not be forgotten; the power 
which alouecan enable tQ tread on fcorpions 

or 
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or ferpents, and prefervc from the force of 
deadly poifon, being over all. The honour, 
praife, and glory, be afcribed to the Lord, 
who is worthy for ever ! 

Next day I refted, and^ in a degree^ of 
humble thankfulnefs, made thefe remarks, 

I continued many days longer in this 
town, in which time had divers meetings, 
fome whereof were very fatisfaftory, many 
of the town's people attending ; and the 
good hand of the Lordi was ftretched forth 
towards them, for which I was truly thank- 
ful. After fpending fixteen days among 
them, I went to Llantriflent, and the next 
day had a meeting at Treveryg j then one 
at HillaFy> with a tender enquiring people ; 
alfo at Cardiff, with a feeking people, who 
had feparated themfelves from the publick 
worfhip, and met together in filence: this 
opportunity was an inftrudtive feafon to 
them. On the firft day following I was at 
Pontypool, where at two meetings I had 
many clofe things to deliver, obferving want 
of order among them. In the evening had 
an^ opportunity with fome of the friends 
moft aftive in the difcipline, and endea- 
voured to difcharge myfelf: and on third 
day a large and pretty open meeting. Being 
detained by a great fnow, I had another 
meeting with friends of the foremoft rank 
on fixth day, in which I cleared my mind 
pf a great burden, which I had borne on 
account of a formal miniftry among them. 

P My 
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My next meeting was at Shire-Ncwtoa, 
which was pretty large, though dull; the 
favour of truth being much loft acxiof!^ 
friends here : yet I was favoured with ftrengtn 
to difcharge myfelf. And, in the feeling 
fenfe of peace, went that night to the paf- 
fage over the Severn, and next day to Brif- 
tol, my friend and kind landlord, JafXMs 
Griffitts, bearing me company from his 
own houfe at Swan^ey. 

On third day I attended their meeting in 
Briftol, but fat in filence, and was very hiKtyy 
hearted, under a fenfe of a forward fpirit, 
which would prompt to anfwer the expec- 
tations of the people, and is apt to prevail 
on fome who feem to be called to the work 
of the miniftry ; but truth only blefieth its 
own motion. 

I continued in and near this city about 
four weeks, attending their feveral meetings, 
but did not feel relief from the burden I 
was under ; and on the fifteenth of the firft 
month, (1754) hearing that my brother, 
William Brown, was at Ann Young's, at 
Urcot, I went there to fee him, and wc 
were comforted in each other's company; and 
next being their meeting day, we attended 
it to our refreflunent. From whence wc 
returned together to Briftol, where wc tar- 
ried until the twenty-fixth, in which time 
I had feveral open meetings, which fet mc 
at liberty to leave that city ; when we again 
parted, and I took meetings zt Ulverftone» 

Thorn- 
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Thornbury, SodlMiry, Didmcrton, Tedbuiy, 
and two at Nailfworth, and another there in 
the evening, when I had an opportunity to 
the cafe of my mind, heavily opprefled on 
account of the formal profeflbrs of truth, to 
the comfort of the faithful, which caufed 
thankfulnefs. 

From thence, calling to vifit the widow 
Fowler, who was in afflidion, I went to 
meetings at Painfwick, Gloucefter, Rofs> 
in Herefordfhire, Almerly, Leominfter, and 
Sifton, where I viiited the wives of the 
two friends before mentioned, who are im- 
prifoned at Shrewfbury for their teftimony 
againft tithes. Then returning to Leominf- 
ter, attended the monthly-meeting there, 
in which truth owned us 5 and, taking a, 
meeting at Bromfgrove, went to Worcef- 
ter, and on firft day was at two comfortable 
meetings, arid another on third day; and 
the next day attended the quarterly-meet- 
ing, which was a precious time, wherein 
friends were comforted. And finding a 
concern on my mind, I went into the wo»- 
men's meeting, wherein the power of truth 
accompanied, which is the crown of our 
religious meetings. Here is a tender feed, 
cfpecially amongft the female fex, which 
will thrive, if this Divine power is kept 
unto. 

Being now clear of this city, I departed 
^th peace to meetings at Tewfkbury, Chel- 
tenham, and again to Nailfworth, where I 
P 2 was 
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was at two meetings, which though hard, 
I had an evidence that the Lond had not 
fprfaken his feeking people. After attend- 
ing a conference with feveral friends endea- 
vouring to compofe a difference, which 
ended to fatisfadlion, I proceeded to the 
quarterly-meeting for Gloucefterftiire, held at 
Tedbury, where I again met with my brother, 
William Brown; Divine goodnefs, and a 
degree of the authority of truth attending 
in the time of worfhip, and in tranfadting 
the affairs of the church. 

Next day my brother went to Bath> and 
I to Cirencefter, where I had a hard and 
dull meeting, the profeffors of truth having 
too much departed from the favour thereof. 
At another in the evening I had an evidence 
of having difcharged my duty. Then pro- 
ceeded to meetings at Farringdon, in Berk- 
/hire, Letchlade, Burford, in Oxfordfhirc, 
Milton, Stow in Gloucefterfhire, Chip- 
ping-Norton, Charlbury, Witney, Abing- 
don, Warborrow, North End, and from thence 
to High Wycomb, where, the weather be- 
ing very cold, I tarried fix days, vifiting 
feveral families of fick friends ; and the laft 
publick meeting being in the evening, many 
of the town's people attended, and it was a 
folid opportunity. From thence I went to 
Amerftiam, though with difficulty, on ac- 
count of the fnow, and on firft day had a 
meeting at Chefham ; • then to Hempflcad, 
and had there a meeting, which was much 

enlarged 
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enlarged by the fcholars of Thomas Squires*s 
fchool, feveral of whoni wcfe aiFedted. Then 
having a good opportunity with friends at 
Alban's, I went to London, where I re- 
mained feven weeks and three days, vifiting 
the meetings, and felt much of the weight 
and burden of the fervice before me there ; 
and, in the opening and authority of truth, 
I had to fpeak to the prefent ftate of our 
fociety, not only to the inftrudtion of the 
feeking children, and comforting of the 
mourners, but alfo by way of rebuke to 
the diforderly, and clofe warning to the re-^ 
bellious. 

During my continuance here I felt my 
mind drawn towards Wiltfhire, and thought 
of attending the . quarterly-meeting there, 
but on the day on which I expected to fet 
forward, I found a flop in my mind, 
though not relieved from a folid concern, 
which engaged me to enquire fecretly what 
Ifhoulddo; for notwitjiftanding this con- 
cern to Wiltfhire, my burden refpedting 
London feemed rather to increafe ; but as I 
kept quiet, I found my heart warmed in 
love, and my mind opened, and influenced 
to write an epiftle to that quarterly-meet- 
ing, which with thankfulnefs I then efteemed 
a great favour from my great and good Maf- 
ter, being in a poor ftate of health, the 
weather unfavourable, and the journey long. 
80, in the opening of truth, I wrote as fol- 
Joweth : 

P 3 ^ To 
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' Td Fticnds in Wiltfhire/ 

HAVING had ftrong deflrcs in fiiy 
/ miad for your welfare in the truth, 

* I purpofed to have attended your quarterly* 
^ meeting, but being let at this tii^e, and 
^ not knowing that 1 fhall ever have an op-f 

* portunity to fee you^ I feel a freedom to 
^ vifit you with a few lines in the opening 

* ind love of truth, which flows to you-. 
^ ward. 

^ Dear friends, male and female, old and 
^ young, as many of you as are defirous to 
^ be called the children of God, and fol.* 
^ lowers of Chrift Jefus; be. humblei that 

* you may be taught of him ; for it is the 
humble that he teaches of his ways. And 
be ye meek and low in hearty that yott 
may ierve him in your generation, and ofie 
another in his pure fear^ fo you will know 
him for your reft, and his peace your quiet 
habitation. 

* My foul hath mourned, and is in fome 
degree covered therewith at this time, 
under a fenfe that the love of the worlds 
and its pleafures and earthly delights, 
abound in too many, (which is iniquity) 
and becaufe thereof the love qf niany to- 
wards God waxeth cold ; and for want of 
witneffing the love of God in a pure heart, 
the mind becomes at eafe, lukewarm, and 
indiifFcrent about the things which belong 

f to 
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^ to our pwce and future happinefs : and fo 

* fathers aad mothers, mafters and miftref- 
^ j(eSj, become dull, if not dead, to that 

* holy concern, which (hould ever excite 

* them, both by exaniple and precept, to 
' inftru<ft ao4 train up their children and 

* fervants ior all godlinefs of life and con- 
' verfation. 

* O dear friends ! fearch your hearts, and 

* diligently enquire whether fomething hath 

* not fubtilly crept in, and ftolen away your 

* afFedtions from God, and the deep atten- 

* tion of your minds from the inilruftions 
' of his holy fpirit of truth : and if this 

* becomes your concern, I fully believe that 

* the Lord will blefs you with enlightened 

* minds to fee, and willing hearts to give 
*. up all to the fire and fword of his Word 

* and Spirit, that your hearts may be purged, 
*. and made tabernacles and temples in 
^ which he would tajce delight to dwell: 

* for if the foul is chafte in Iqve to God, 

* and the eye of the mind fingle tq the in- 
^ ftrudlion of the fpirit of truth, the whole 

* body will be full of light. It is herein 

* that the children of God are preferved fafe 

* in their own fecret fteps before the Lord, 

* aad free from giving occafion of flumbling 

* to others. 

* I am fully perfuaded there is a remnant 
< amongft you, who feelingly know that the 

* living fenfe of the prefcnce and power of 
f God, in your meetings both for worfhip 

P 4 * and 
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* and difGiplinc, is not plentifully enjoyed, 

' but is at a low ebb : and it is in my mind ' 
' to let you know what has appeared to me 

* to be as one great reafon,- viz. there are 

* many profeflbrs of the truth amongft you, 

* who delight to be accounted of as friends 
' in efteem in the fociety ; who have a 

* fmooth and fawning behaviour, and flat- 

* tering tongues,, and do feek the love and 

* friendfhip of fuch who are friends of 
^ truth, for their own honour and credit, 

* and the reputation of felf. Dear friends, 

* of fuch beware, for their friendfliip is 
^ poifon, and their intimate fellowfhip, if 

* cleaved unto, is benumbing, even to in- 

* fenlibility. And for want of a clear dif- 

* covery of that fpirit, fome of the tender 

* and fincere-hearted among you have fuf- 

* fered. 

* In whomfoevcr earthly-mindednefs pre- 
^ vails, or the love of the world, and its 

* friendfliip, there is a fecret giving way to, 

* and a gradual reconciliation with, its for- 
^ did pradices ; and the eye that once faw 

* in the true light, becomes clofed or dim- 

* med, if not wholly blinded by the god 

* of this world, 

^ Liberty is then taken by parents, and 

* indulgence is given to their children; 
' which occafions pain and diftrefs of heart 

* to thofe who have not loft their fight and 
^ feeling. But fome, for fear of being re- 
f baked and difefteemed by fuch who have 

* a fenfe 
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a fenfe of them, will court their afFediions; 
with which bait they have beeil taken, 
and (o have been afraid to ipeak their 
minds plainly, left they fliould offend, 01^ 
drive them further frprii the fpciety : con- 
cluding there is a tender thing in them, 
becaufe they feem to love' friends. And 
fo many who might have made great pso* 
grefs have loft ground, for want of lpeak-» 
ing truth to their neighbours. And thus 
the infcdtion of pride, libertinifm, and 
earthly -mindedneis, has fpread and pre- 
vailed, jBven to the hurt of fome families, 
that were once exceedingly grieved there- 
with. 

^ Wherefore, my dear friends, feiar God 
with a perfedl heart, and in his light watch 
over your own felves and your families ; 
fo fliall your hearts be warmly influenced, 
and filled with holy zeal and love to God 
and, his truths in which you will be bold 
to ad in your meetings for difcipline; and 
in the power of God, which is the autho- 
rity of the church, you will be able to 
judge thofe who walk diforderly; and, 
being faithful therein, you will remove 
the ftumbling-blocks, and roll away the 
reproach which is imputed to the church. 

* Then vsrould the Lord feed fuch his 
faithful labourers with his heavenly bread, 
and honour them with his life-giving pre- 
fence; and whether the diforderly would 
hear or forbear, the Lord would be the 

* fliicld 
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* (hield and es^ceeding great reward of Hi« 

* people, and fill their hearts with praife to 
< ni3 naaiej whp is worthy for ever md 
^ ever! 

^ Jqhk Churchman/ 

^ London, the 4th of dup 
< 4th monchy I754.' 

* Let this be read in yotir men's and wo- 

* nien's meetings.* 

I have before hinted, that in my travel- 
ling to the meetings in Wiltfhire, and at- 
tending the quarterly-meeting in the feventhi 
month. Old Stile, 1750,.! was ftraitened to 
clear myfelf towards them, which occafioned 
roe to leave them in paiii of mind; but 
now, having fent them this epiftle, I was 
made cafy, believing they would read it, 
and fend copies thereof to their feveral 
pionthly-mee tings, which would be likely 
to be heard by more friends, than if my 
concern had been delivered in the quarterly- 
meeting only. Inclofing it to an innocent 
friend at Chippenham, I defired him to de- 
liver it to the faid meeting, which I after- 
wards underftood he did, and that friends 
had arifwered my requeft. 

Now feeling my mind eafy to leave Lon- 
don for a while, I went to Efher, in Surry; 
was the next day at a large meeting at 
Kingfton on Thames, which was pretty open 
as to doftrine 5 the people feemed attentive. 

and 
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aftd fevcral much tendered. There are but 
few friends here. 

J then vifited divers other n^eetings i^ 
Hampfhire and Berkfhire^ being made thank* 
ful to the great Author of all good, who 
had been with me in the journey, under 
my indifpofition of body. Coming to Lon- 
don, I met with many friends, from differ* 
ent parts of the nation, in order to attend 
the yearly-meeting, which began on the 
iecond day of the iixth months and conti** 
niied ten days, being a very large, and in 
the main a folid meeting. Many weighty 
affairs relating to our religious fociety were 
therein confidered) it was then alfo agreed 
that in future this meeting fhould begin 
with a meeting of minifters and elders, on 
the feventh day of the week, at the third 
hour in the afternoon, that enquiry might 
be made into the ftate of the miniilry ia 
general, which I hope may be attended with 
good fervice hereafter. 

On the eleventh of the iixth month, and 
third day of the week, after the parting 
meeting, I went from London to Marga- 
ret's, in Hertfordshire j next day attended a 
yearly-meeting in Hertford, which was very 
large. 

The next day I accompanied feveral 
friends who were appointed to vifit a month- 
ly-meeting, the members of which paid 
tithes, and contended for liberty fo to do 
without cenfure. We had a conference with 

them. 
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them, in which the tcftimony of truth 
being fet over . them for that time, they 
ivere taken and confounded in their own ar- 
guments. 

After this I attended a general or yearly- 
meeting at Baldock, which was very large 
and fatisfadtory. Returning next morning 
to London, I was truly thankful that I had 
been enabled to attend thefe three meetings, 
enjoying great peace in my labours there, 
which lay heavy upon me. My gracious 
and good Mafter gave me wifdom, boldnefs, 
and ftrength, to clear, myfelf in the love and 
bower of truth, to the tendering of many 
hearts : may I ever remember his mercies to 
ine, and be enabled to blefs and praifc his 
holy name, who is worthy for ever ! 

Continuing in and near London about ten 
days, I then went to a large fatisfaftory 
meeting at Rochefter, in Kent, where 
were feveral clergymen, who behaved well. 
Next morning had a meeting at the houfe 
of Thomas Crifp, with a few friends, and 
divers others. Then going to my friend 
William Patterfon's, at Canterbury, I was 
at their meeting in that town, and the day 
following had one in the Ifle of Thanet, 
where there are a few friendly people. The 
meeting next day at Dover was pretty open. 
On firft day I was at two meetings at Folk- 
Hone, which were dull and heavy, though 
there are many friends in that place, amongft 

whom 
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whom I was favoured with ftrength to cafe 
my mind, 

I then vifited the meetings at Merfliam, 
Afliford, Tenterden, (to which friends of 
Colebrook came) Gardnerftreet, Lpwes^ 
Brighthelmftone, Ifield, Horfham, Shipley, 
Arundel, and Chichefter; when finding a 
concern to vifit the families of friends ia 
this city, I fpent two days in the fervice,. 
and had fome clofe exercife, though a good 
degree of peace. I alfo attended their two 
meetings on firft day, which werQ heavy and 
laborious : for though here are fome tender 
people, yet the ipirit of the world has brought 
a blaft on feveral profeffors. 

From hence I went to Gofport, in Hamp- 
fliire, where we had a meeting, alfo one in 
the evening at Portfmouth, John Griffith 
^nd Jeremiah Waring being with me ; then 
going to Southampton, went in a boat to 
Cowes, in the Ifle of Wight, and the day 
after had a good meeting at Newport, like- 
wife one in the evening with the town's? 
people. After another opportunity with 
friends, returned to Cowes, where I had 
another with a few of our brethren: fo 
went back to Southampton. And oii firft 
day, the twenty-firft 0/ the feventh month, 
attended two meetings at Poole, in Dorfet- 
ihire, which were dull and laborious: a 
worldly libertine fpirit has brought a blaft 
en many. Next day weihad a meeting with 

a few 



ztt tH* LIFE AND TRAVELS 

a few friends at Wcym<Mith 5 then at Brld- 
port : truth feems at a low ebb in t)orfct- 
ihire. The next meeting was at Ringwood, 
in Hampfliirc, which was dull : where the 
life of truth is not abode in, people will 
wither. The fame evening we had a meet- 
ing to pretty, good fatisfad:ion at Fording- 
bridge ; then one at Alton, at which place 
we had another very fatisfa<ftory meeting, on 
firft day; and that evening at Godalming. 
The next day had a meeting at Capel, in 
Surry, and in the evening at Darking ; on 
the day following at Ryegate^ and in the 
evening at Croydon. From whence on 
fourth day morning, the thirty-jfirft of the 
feventh month, coming again to London, 
for the laft time, I fpent eight days more 
with friends in that city. 

On my coming here from Alban's, on the 
nineteenth of the third month before men- 
tioned, I felt great fear to poffefs my mind, 
having at fundry times before fpent about 
thirteen weeks in that city, moftly tinder a 
clofe exercife of fpirit, without an opennefc 
to fay much, in publick or private, to ob- 
tain relief: fo that to go thither again ap* 
peared to me like entermg into a cloud, al- 
though I was fecretly bound in fpirit to 
proceed. But attending all the meetings as 
they came in courfe, I felt a gradual open- 
nefs and ftrength to declare thofe things, 
which before had been fealed up; being noiHr 

made 
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imde ienfibie that every opening or vifion^ 
which the Lord is pleafed to manifeft to his 
fervants^ are not for immediate utterance,: 
but the Lord, who gives judgment, {hould 
be carefully waited upon, who only can 
ihew, by the manifeftation of his heavenly 
light, the time when, and by the gentle 
putting forth of his arm of power, abilitates 
in the opening of his fpirit, which give^ 
tongue and utterance to fpeak the word of 
truth, in the demonAration of the fpirit and 
power ; that openeth a door of entrance in 
the hearts of them who hear. Our dear 
Lord faid, •* For it is not ye that fpeak, but 
*' the Spirit of your Father, which fpeaketh 
" in you,'* Matt. x. 20. 

Now as my fcrvice opened and ftrcngth 
increafed, I was invited by fome to their 
houfes to dine, who before looked on me 
with indifference, but now faid they fhould 
be glad to fee me there, to be more ac- 
quainted ; but as I felt, on my firft arrival 
in this city, a fecret prohibition from going 
much from houfe to houfe, without inward 
leave, fo now the fame reftraint continued 
with me, left by going to fuch places, I 
might ibmewhat cbntradid by example the 
precepts which truth had diredted me to 
deliver in publick ; to wit, a life of ielf-de* 
nial amd temperance in eating and drinking, 
with a fteady inward attention to the teach- 
ings of the fpirit of grace, in order to know 

an 
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an eftablifhment of heart thereby, as being 
the certain duty ef every follower of Chrift 
Jefus our Lord. 

Thus I think I have feen that there is 
great need to be exceedingly careful, when 
the Lord is pleafed to reach unto and con- 
vid: diforderly walkers by inftrumental means, 
that we do not leflen the weight of divine; 
reproof, by being familiar with fuch, as if 
all was well : for they are apt to be fond of 
the inftrument through whom they have 
been reached ; and if by their fondling they 
gain the efteem of fuch a friend, it feems 
to heal them before their wounds are fearched 
to the bottom : fo that I rather choie retire- 
ment, and to live as private as I well could* 
Now I alfo faw that if I had fought many 
acquaintance, and thereby beheld the con- 
dud and behaviour of fome in their families, 
'my way would not have been fo open as it 
now was. 

In many meetings the love and power of 
truth was felt by the humble dependent 
children, whofe eyes were fixed on their 
heiavenly Helper; and at fome of the laft in 
London I had, with an innocent boldnefs, 
to appeal to friends to bear witnefs of the 
manner in which I had fpent my time in 
that city. That I had not fought to be po- 
pular, nor endeavoured to gain the praife of 
any, or the. friendftiip of thofe who were 
not the real friends of trutl^ j keeping in a 

good 
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j^ood degree under the innocency and fim- 
plicity thereof; yet with a near arfedion I 
felt my fpirit united to the children of the 
heavenly family amongft them; but had 
never fought to fteal their love from the, 
.great Parent to whom they did belong ; my 
prayer and heart's defire having been, that 
.their abode might be in the truth, and their 
afFedlions placed on God, and the whole de- 
light of their hearts to meditate in his holy 
Jaw. Tha^t if through me, as an inftru- 
ment, they had received any benefit, the 
praife belonged to the Lord, the only fu- 
preme good : and if in future they did but 
Jove, fear, and ferye him, it was little to 
jne whether they ever remembered that I 
had been amongft them. Neverthelefs, a 
participation of the love of God, by the mem- 
bers of "the true church, haS taught them 
to know the communion of faints, and the 
deeply engraven unity of" the one fpirit, 
which makes them as epiftles written intone 
another's hearts, which time or diftance can 
"never erafe. ; , 

Having fpent firft and laft in London 
.about twenty- three weeks, , on the ninth 
day of the eighth month, and fixth of the 
week, after a folid meeting at Gracechurch- 
ftreet, I felt myfelf at liberty, ito fet my face 
homewards. The famefhip in which 1 
x:ame over, and the fame ^captain, Stephen 
Mefnard, being now ready; to go for Pliila- 
CL delphia. 
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ddphia, I went that iiight to Gravcfcnd^ 
^ccx)mpaiiied by about twelve friends; the 
next morning we went on board the fhip> 
where we had a precious uniting time, and 
then returned on fhore to dine : aft^r which 
my friend Samuel FothergiU and myfelf, 
taking leave of our friends, went on board 
again, and pailed down the Thames to Mar*- 

fate Bay, near the Jfle of Thanel. On 
rft day, the leleventh, we went to the 
Downs, by Deal : though very much indif- 
pofed in body, I enjoyed luch quktude of 
mind, that I was borne up, and preferved 
from repining. Samuel Fothetgill, before 
mentioned, came over with me, on a reli- 
gious vifit to friends in America ; and dur« 
ing our paffaw great neaiuefs was between 
us. We held meetings conftantly on the 
£iift and fifth days t^ the week, and landed 
near Wilmington, in Newcaftle county, on 
Delaware, on the twenty-fourth of the ninth 
month, (1754) in the fot^noon. 

My brother, William Brown, with our 
friend Jofliua Dixon, from the county of 
Durham, in Great Britain, who was com- 
ing over alio on a religious vifit to friends 
in tfaefe colonies, having t^mbarked in an^ 
other Aip, whiA failed fome time before 
Its, arrived likewiie the fame day, ^nd, 
I3uite unex}>eAied to ieach txSier, we met ml 
Ittiis town, to tJur mutual joy and fatisfac* 
lion* Fro» whence, after dming, they, 

with 
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with Samuel Fothergill, proceeded up to 
Philadelphia^ and I went home that evenings 
where 1 found a kind reception. 

In thi^ vifit I was abfent frcnn home four 
years and twelve days, having travelled by 
land about nine thoufand one hundred 
milesy and attended about one thoufand 
meetings^ befides thole in London and Dub-- 
lin^ (in which cities I fpent near half a 
year) and vifited all the families of friends 
in North and South Holland, 
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His attending the quarterly -meetings at Phi^ 
ladelphia and Concord — Hhe yearly-meeting 
at Philadelphia^ and quarterly-meeting at 
Shrewjburyy in New-Jerfey. — An account 
of an exercife attending his mind relating 
to war, and the publick commotions. — A 
conference of feveral friends thereon^ with 
their addrefs to the ajfemhly of Pennfylvania 
on the fubjeSly and an epijile to friends in 
that province in the year 1755. — His at^ 
tendance of the general Jpring-meeting in 
Philadelphia in 1756, and fome account of 
the calamities of the Indian war in Penn- 
Jyhania. — An account of the yearly-meet-- 
ing in Philadelphia the fame year. '-^ A 
relation of a vifit of Peter Gardner to 
friends in Scotland. — A brief account of an 
Indian treaty at Eajion in iJSJ^ — Some 
fentences exprefjed in two of his publick 
tejiimonies. 

OUR yearly -meeting for worfhip at 
Nottingham was held in the week af- 
ter I landed, and I was greatly rejoiced to 
fee many of my friends and acquaintance 
there. ' 

In the eleventh month following I went 
up to the quarterly-meeting in Philadelphia, 
and returned to ours at Concord, where alfo 
was Samuel Fothergill. It was a very large 

meeting. 
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meeting, in which he was divinely opened 
in fpeaking to the ftate of friends in his 
publick miniftry, and ferviceable in the dif- 
cipline. He alio attended our general meet- 
ing in the fame month at London-grove, 
which was alfo large and profitable ; then 
went towards Lancafter, on his way to the 
fbuthern provinces. 

I fpcnt this winter moftly at and near 
home, at times attending fome neigh- 
bouring meetings, until towards the ipring, 
I took a fmall journey to feven or eight others. 

During my late travels in Europe, be- 
holding the declenfion of many of tne pro- 
feffors of truth from the ancient fimplicity, 
in habfit and deportment, I fometimes was 
ready to cry out, and fay, O Pennfylvania ! 
may thine inhabitants be for ever ftrangers 
to the vanities of the world -, and the pro- 
feflbrs of truth keep their garments clean 
from the fpots thereof, pride, and fu- 
perfluity of every kind ! But now, with 
ibrrow of heart, I thought I beheld many 
of the youth of our fociety taking their 
flight as into the air, where the fnares of 
the prince of the power thereof are laid to 
catch them; fome of whom being already 
ib much enfnared, to their unfpeakable hurt, 
I knew them not, otherwife than by their 
natural features, and a family refemblance, 
their demeanor and habit being fo exceed- 
ingly altered in a little more than four years; 
yet, to my comfort, I faw a few, who, by 
0^3 walk- 
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walking in the light, had efcaped the wiles 
of Satan, and were growing in the truth. 

In the fourth month (1755) I attended 
the general annual-meeting at Duck-creek^ 
alfb meetings at Little-creek and George's- 
crcek; the laft of which was more opcrt than 
I expcfted, feveral of other focieties being 
there, who behaved orderly. After which 
I fpent moft of the fummer at home, dili-- 
gently attending our meetings for worfhip 
and difcipline ; and had to obferve, that the 
general part of the members of our meeting 
were for fome time remarkable in their care 
to come together near the hour appointed, 
and we had fome precious opportunities, 
many of which were held in filencej where- 
in I often faw it to be a time of renewed 
vifitation to many, which, if not carefully 
improved, would not be continued very long, 
but that a more trying feafon would over- 
take us, (of which I was Ibmetimes led to 
ipeak, as truth opened) wherein the door 
of outward miniftry would be more clofe(} 
up, which would prove the religion of the 
pfofeflbrs of truth, and manifeft what they 
attended meetings for, whether to wait up- 
on God, for the fpiritual bread, or on man, 
for outward miniftry. 

In the ninth month I attended our yearly- 
meeting in Philadelphia, which v^s large 
and folid, wherein many weighty matters 
doming under confideration, were concluded! 
to fatisfadtion, that many friends parted in 

' ^ fcel-B 
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t Ming &nk of the over fhadowing of the 
henTeiity w)ng» with rqvQrent thaoJdrul»s& 
of h^rt. 

In the tenth mqnth I attended Shrewfhufv 
qnwtcfly-meetinf , tn Eaft-Jerfey, at which 
alfo were our fei^nds John Evaas and Jofephi 
WhitQi it was large, the fittinga thereof 
being favoured with a degree of the Divine 
prefence. We alfo attended the nxonthly-* 
meeting there, and had fooKi fervice: friends 
vrere encouraged to deal with fuch who 
were diibrderly in condu^^ there having 
been fome ilackneA among them in that 
refpeft. 

As the found of war and publick com-^ 
motions had now entered the borders of 
thefe heretofore peaceful provinces^ fome 
iblid thoughts attended my mind at Shrewf^ 
bury, refpefting the nature of giving mo* 
»ey for the king's ufe, knowing the toe to 
be intended for the parrying on of war* 
John Evans accompanying me homewards^ 
we took three meetings in our way, the laft 
being at Evefham; at which place I told 
him, that I felt an engagement of mind to 
go to Philadelphia, ana he confented to go 
with me. ' When we came to the city, die 
aflembly of Pennfylvania he^ng fitting^ wo 
underilood that a committee of the noufe 
was appointed to prepare a bill, fox granting 
a fum of money for the king's uie, to be 
iifued in paper bills of credits tn he called 
ia Bsd funk a » ft«ted time» by a tax on 

0^4 ' a»(? 
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the inhabitants; on which account fcivcra? 
friends were under a clofe cxercifc of mind, 
fome of whom being providentially toge- 
ther, and conferring on the fubjed:, con- 
cluded it was expedient to requeft a con- 
feri^nce with thofe members of the Houfe 
who were of our religious profeffion : on 
applyiiig to the fpeaker, who was one him- 
felf, we obtained an opportunity of con- 
verjQng with them. After which, we be- 
lieved that an addrefs to the alfembly would 
be neceffary^ but we then being only few 
in number, confulted with feveral weighty 
friends thereon. At length upwards of 
twenty met together, who, after folidly 
confidering the matter before us, were all 
of opinion, that an addrefs to thie affembly 
would be proper and neceffary : whereupon' 
one was drawn up, which being confidered, 
agreed to, and figned by all of us, we went^ 
together to the Houfe, and prcfenting it to 
the fpeaker, it was read while we were pre- 
fent. A copy whereof here follows, viz. 

• To the Reprefentatives of the Freemen of 
i * the Province of Pennfylvania, in Ge- 
\ neral Affembly met.' 

^ The Addrefs of fome of the People called 
' Quakers in the faid Province, ok Behalf 
^ of themfelves and others. 

THE confideration of the meafures 
* which have been lately purfued^ 
^ and a^e now propol^d.,4iaving been weigh- 

1 tiiy 
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f tily imprclTcd on. our mipds, we apprc^ 
^ hend that we fhould fall (hort of our diity 
f to you, to qurfelves, and to our brethren 
in religious fellowfhip, if we did not iA 
this manner inform you, that although we 
ihall at all times heartily and frqely con-< 
tribute, according to our circumfbmces; 
either by the. payment of taxes,, or iil 
fuch other manner as may be judged ne-* 
ceiiary towards the exigencies of .govemj* 
ment; and fincerely defire that due care 
may be taken, and proper iunds provided; 
for raifing money to cultivate our friend-^ 
(hip with our Indian neighboura, and to 
fupport fuch of our fellow. fubjedts who* 
are or may be in diftrefs, and for fuch ^ 
other like benevolent purpofes; yet, as 
the raifing fums of money, and putting, 
them into the hands of committees, who 
may apply them to purpofes inconfillent 
with the peaceable teftimony we profefs; 
and have borne to the world, appears to us, 
in its confequences, to.be deftruftive of 
our religious liberties ; we apprehend 
many among us, will be under the necef- 
fity of fuffering, rather than confenting 
thereto, by the payment of a tax for fuch 
purpofes : and thus the fundamental part 
of our conftitution* may be effentially af- 
jfedled, and that free enjoyment of liberty 
of confcience, for the fake of which our 
fopefathers left their native country, and 

. . ^ fettled 
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^ iettled in this^ then a wilder nefs^ by degrees 

* be violated. 

* We finccrely affure you, we have no 
^ temporal motives for thus addrelBng you : 

* and could we have prefcrved peace in our 
^. minds, and with each other, we fhould 
f have declined it ; beipg unwilling to give 

* you unneceilary trouble, and deeply fcnfi-- 

* ble of your difficulty in difcharging the 
^ truft committed to you irreproachaUe in 
' thefe perilous times ; which hath engaged 
^ our fervent deiires, that the immediate 

* inftrudtions of Supreme wifdom may in* 
^ fluence your minds ; and that, being pre-^ 
^ fcrved in a fteady attention thereto, you 
^ may be enabled to fecure peace and tran-t 
^ quillity to yourfelves, and thoie you re-. 

* prefent,^ by purfuing meafures confident 

* with our peaceable principles: and then 
« we truft we may continue humbly to coq-r 

* fide in the prote<aion of that Almighty 

* Power, whole providence has heretofore 

* been as walls and bulwarks round about 
« us/ 

* Philadelphia, nth month ;|rth, 1755/ 

A bill was, howevei^, brought in by tho 
committee of the aiiembly, and a law enaded 
for granting a large fum of money proposed 
to be funk, or called in by a gener^ tax. 

When this fcrvice before related was over, 
which I apprehended it my duty to be con-i 

cerned 
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cerned in, I returned home ; but a clofe ex- 
erciie remained on me» as well as on the 
minds of divers other friends, on account 
of the law now paifed. And as care had 
been taken to apprize the afiembly of the 
folid fentiments of friends thereon, that we 
apprehended our charter relpedling liberty 
of confcience would thereby be afFedlcc^ 
therefore a large committee of the yearly- 
meeting, which had been appointed to vilit 
the quarterly and monthly-meetings, met at 
Philadelphia, in the twelfth months had a 
conference thereon, together with another 
committee, nominated to correfpond with 
the meeting for fufFerings in London ; and, 
after feveral folid opportunities of waiting 
on the Lord, to be rightly inftru(3:ed, iu 
which being favoured with a renewed fenfe 
of the ownings of truth, many friend* 
thought they could not be clear, as faith- 
ful watchmen, without communicating to 
their brethren, their mind and judgment 
concerning the payment of fuch a tax. For 
which purpofe an epiftle was prepared, con- 
iidered, agreed to, and iigned by twenty-one 
friends : copies thereof were conclud[ed to 
be communicated to the moQthly-meetings, 
feeing ^s fpllows^ vis?. 
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^ An Epistle of tender Love and Caution 
* to Friends in Pennfylvania. 

^ Dear and well-beloved Friends, 

^ T T TE falute you in a frefh and renewed 
VV * fenfe of our Heavenly Father'^ 

* love, which hath gracioufly overfliadowed 

* us in feveral weighty and folid conferences 

* we have had together, with many other 

* friends, upon the prefent fituation of the 

* affairs of the fociety in this province; and 

* in that love, we find our fpirits engaged 

* to acquaint you, that under a folid exer- 

* cife of mind to feck for council an4 di- 

* reftion, from the High Pri^il of our pro- 

* feffion, who is the Prince of Peace; we 

* believQ he hath renewedly favoured us with 

* ilrong and lively evidences, that in his 

* due and appointed time^ the day which 

* hath dawned in thefe latter ages, foretold 
♦' by the prophet, wherein fwords fliQuld be 

* beaten mto plough-fhares, and fpears into 

* pruning-hooks, (hall glorioufly rife higher 

* and higher ; and the fpirit ot the gofpel, 

* which teaches to love enemies, prevail to 

* that degree, that the art of war fhall be 

* no more learned. And that it is his deter^ 

* mination to ejcalt this blefled day, in this 
^ our age, if in the depth of humility we 
^ receive his inftrudtions and obey his voice, 

* A^d bein^ painfully apprehenfive, that 

' thQ 
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the krge fum granted by the late adt of 
aflembly for the king's ufe, is principally 
intended for purpoies inconfiftent with 
our peaceable teftimony; we therefore 
think, as we cannot be concerned in wars 
and fightings, fo neither ought we to con- 
tribute thereto, by paying the tax directed 
by the faid ad, though fufFering be the 
confequence of our refufal, which we 
hope to be enabled to bear with patience. 
And though fome part of the money to 
be raifed by the faid ad:, is faid to be for 
fuch benevolent purpofes, as fupporting 
our friendfhip with our Indian neighbours, 
and relieving the diftreffes of our fellow 
fubjefts, who have fufFered in the prefent 
calamities, for whom our hearts are deeply 
pained, and we affedionately, and with 
bowels of tendernefs, fympathize with 
them therein ; and we could moft chear- 
fully contribute to thofe purpofes, if they 
were not fo mixed, that we cannot, in the 
manner propofed, ftiew our hearty con- 
currence therewith, without at the fame 
time affenting to, or allowing ourfelves in 
pradices, which we apprehend contrary 
to the teftimony which the Lord hath 
given us to bear, for his name and truth's 
fake. . 

* And having the health and profperity of 
the fociety at hearty we earneftly exhort 
friends to wait for the appearing of the 
true lights and ftand in the council of 

• ^ God, 



ajS The LIFE and TRAVELS 

* God, that we may know him to be the 

* Rock of Salvation, and place of oiir 

* refuge for ever. And beware of the fpi- 

* rit of the worlds that is unftable, and 
' often draws into dark and timorous rea« 
' ibningss left the god thereof fiiould be 

* fufi^red to blind the eye of the mind; and 

* fuch, not knowing the fare Foundation, 
'the Rock of Ages, ioiay partake of the 
' terrors and fears, that are not known to 
' the inhabitants of that place, where the 
' (beep and lambs of Chrift ever had a 
^ quiet habitation; which a remnant have 

* to fay, to the praife of his name, they have 
' been bleffed with a meafure of^ in this day 
^ of diftrefs. 

' And as our fidelity to the prefent go* 
' vernment, and our willingly paying aU 
^ taxes for purpofe^ which do iiot interfere 

* With our coniciences, may juiUy exempt 
^ us from the imputation of difloyalty; fo 
^ we earneAiy defire that all, who, by a deep 
^ and qukt fcekiag for dired^ion from the 
^ Holy Spirit, are or fhall be iKMivinced that 

* he calk us as a people to du^ teftimony, 

* may dwell otider the guidance of the fame 

* Diviiie Spirit, and manifef)^ by the meek>- 
^ Be& and humility of their ^onverfation, 

* that they are really under that influcoce^ 
*^ and therein jsiay know true ibrtitudeand 
"^ patience to bear that^ and eirery x>thor 
"* teftihiony committed to tbemj fiuihfially 
■* and uoifonnly^ Afld that all ftiends may 

♦ know 
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* ktioW theif fpiiits cloathcd and covered 
^ with true charity, the bond of Chriftiaa 

* fellowihip, wherein we again tenderly fa* 

* lute you, and remain your l^iends and 

* brethren/ 

* PliiladelphiA, izth nioiitk.i6tli^ 17s {•' 

In the year 17569 I attended our general 
fprlng^-meeting in Philadelphia, at which 
^e had the company of our dear friends Sa* 
muel Fothergill and Catkirine Payton, from 
Great Britain, and her companion Mary 
Peafley, from Ireland^ and it was a folema 
edifying meeting. 

The Indians having faiiraed fe^reral houies 
on the frontiers o£ this province, alio at 
Gnadenhutten, in Northampton county, and 
murd^^d and fcalped ibme of the inhabit*- 
ants, at the time of thi« 'meeting two or 
three of the dead bodies were brought to 
PhiladdphisL in a waggon, with an intent^ 
as was fuppo&d, to animate the people to 
mmtc in preparations of war, to take ven- 
geance on the IiKiianSp and deilroy them« 
Th^ were carried along feveral of the JfareeJts» 
many people following, curfing the Indians, 
dilfo the Quakers, becauie they would Aot 
join in war for d^ftruiSian of the Indians. 
The fight of ll^ dead bodies, and the outcry 
0£ the people, were very afHii^hg and 
to me. Standing at the door of a 
friend's houfe as they jMUQed sdong, my inind 

was 
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was humbled, and turned much inward, 
when I was made fecretly to ery,^ ^ What 

* will become of Pennfylvania ?' for it felt 
to me, that many did not confider, that the 
fins of the inhabitants, pride, profane fwear-- 
ing, drunkennefs, with other wickednefs, 
were the caufe, that the Lord had fufFered 
this calamity and fcourge to come upon them. 
The wei^t of my exercife increafing as I 
walked along the ftreet, at length it was faid 
in my foul, * This land is pollutied with 

* blood, and in the day of inquifition for 

* blood, it will not only be required at the 

* frontiers and borders, but even in this 

* plaqe, where thefe bodies are now feen/ 
1 faid within myfelf, * How can this he; 

* fince this has been a land of peace, and as 

* yet not much concerned in war ?' but, as 
it were in a moment, mine eyes turned to 
the cafe of the poor enflaved negroes i And 
however light a matter they who have been 
concerned with them may look upon the 
purchafing, felling, or keeping thofe oppref- 
fed people in flavery, it then appeared plain 
to me, that fuch were partakers in iniquity, 
cncouragers of war, and the fhedding of in- 
nocent blood; which is often the cafe, 
where thofe unhappy people aire or- have 
been captivated and brought away for ilaves. 
The fame day I went to Pine-ftreet meetings 
under an exercifing mournful ftate of mind, 
and thought I could be willing to fit among 
the people undifcovered, . ' . 

I at- 
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I attended our quarterly-meeting at Con- 
cord in the fifth month, and in a few days 
after went to the yearly-meeting at Weft- 
River, in Maryland, which was large, and 
in a good degree fatisfadtory 5 then going to 
meetings at Herring- Creek, and the Clifts, 
returned the following firft day to Weft-Ri-* 
ver, where I had a good opportunity to' 
clear myfelf towards friends of that place;" 
being concerned on account of feveral of the 
elders, who did not conduct fo exemplary 
as they ought before the youth, and left 
them relieved in my mind. From thence I 
returned home, taking feveral meetings in 
my way. 

In the ninth month I was at our yearly- 
meeting for Pennfylvania and New-Jerfey, 
held this year at Burlington, which was 
large and edifying ; many weighty matters 
being in much brotherly love refulted to fa- 
tisfaftion: our* friend Thomas Gawthrop, 
from Great Britain, was there. In the time 
thereof our worthy friend and brother John 
Evans, of Gwynnedd, departing this life, 
Thomas and I went tp attend the burial; on 
which fblemn occafioh he had a feafonable 
opportunity to remind a large gathering of 
people of their latter end, and I thought it 
was a iblid time. 

Being one of the committee appointed by 
the yearly-meeting to vifit the quarterly and 
monthly-meetings, I was careful in attend- 
ing on that fefvice, as way was opened, in 

R com* 
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company with other friends > as likewii^ our 
meeting for iftifferings, this year eftablifhed, 
w|iicH is heM monthly in Philadelphia^ fre- 
que^itly taking meetings in my way going 
a^ retiiurnmg. 

In the %?ing of the year 1757, I alfo at- 
tended our general meeting for miivfters and 
elder S9. held at Philadelphia. 

Having often remembered a remarkable 
account given me when in England by our 
^cient worthy friend John Richardfon, 
vhic^^ji as it mad^ fome impreflion on m^y 
mind,, I CQi^mitted to writing, and now rcr 
viving, think it is wo;ithy to be prefcrved^ 
being nearly as follows, though I was n,ol 
p%ii ticular in regard to the time of the oc- 
currence, yiz. 

* Peter Gardner, a friend, who liwd ia 

* Effex^ had a concejjn to vifit friejgid^ i^ 

* Scotlj^nd; but being low in circuinftances* 

* ^4 having a wiife and fevei-al childr;e», 
^ was u/ider difcour^gement about it. ThQ 
^ Lord in mercy condefcendQd to^ sef^pve 

* his doubts^ by letting him. fenpw he woalj 
^ be with Him ; and though h^ ha4 no 
^ hoJ?fc to ride,, and was h\i% % weakly maa^ 

* yet he: woiil4 give, hipii ftrengtlx to- perform 

* the jowiney^ apdi (Uftai^ hinj. (o thaft hjt 

* ftiould not want for what was f^i^cieat* 

* And\ fewiog fei^jt he lai^ 1^§ qonoem be- 
^ tore tkn monthly-n^ee^ng: h^ belp^^ged tQ, 
^ with inuQc^itf weighty And( friends qonr 
^ curxing witi^ him thftlcjEip^ 1» ^ooi; hm 

♦ journey 
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* journey along the eaft fide of the nation; 

* through Norfolk^ Lincdnfhire, and York- 
^ fhire; and coming to a week-day meeting; 

* at Bridlington, where John Richardfonf 
' then dwelt, he lodged at his houfe. Inr 

* the evening, the doors being fliut, Petef 

* afked him if any friend lived that way ; 

* (pointing with his finger) John told him 
^ he pointed towards tne fca, wlidch watf 
^ not far frcoi thence. He faid he believed 

* he muft go and fee fomebody that way^ in 
^ the morning. John afked him, if he fliould 

* go with him; he faid he believed it would 

* not be bcft, and fo went to bed. 

^ In the morning, when John's wife had 

* prepared breakfaft, he thought he would 
^ go and fee if the friend was well, h\it 

* found the bed empty, and that he wai 

* gone, at which John Richardfon won- 

* deredi but ibon after Peter came in^ m 

* wham John faid. Thou haft taken a morn- 

* ing walk, come to breakfaft. And befora 
^ tbey had done eating, a friend from^ did 

* quay or harbour (the way that Peter Oard- 

* n«r pointed to over-night) came in, and 

* feic^ *^ I wonder at thee, John, to fend 
^* this man with fuch a meffage to my 
** houfe," and related as follows, via;, that 

* ke canoe to him as he wa^ ftanding at the 
^ Fi(hmairket*place, looking on the ifea, td 

* obfbrve the wind 1 that he aiked him if he 

* would w?ilfc ioto his houfe ; to which Pe- 
^ ter mfwJMai dMt he came fox^ that pur-^ 

R a . ' pofe; 
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pofe; (this was in the twilight of the 
morning) that when he went into the 
houfc, he enquired whether his wife wa& 
well; to which the man anfwered that 
(he was fick in. bed, and invited him to 
go in and fee her : he faid he came fo tcr 
do. Then being condufted into the cham- 
ber where the fick woman was, he ikt 
down by her; and after a fhort time, told 
her, the will and refignation of her mind 
was accepted inftead of the deed, and that 
fhe was excufed from the journey which 
had been before her, and fhould die in 
peace with God and man. Then turning 
to the man (her hufband) he faid, " Thy 
' wife had a concern to vifit the churches 

* in another country beyond the fea, but 

* thou woald{jt not give her leave ; fo fhe 

* fhall be taken from thee : and be"hold the 
^ Lord's hand is againft thee, and thou ihalt 

* be blafted in whatfoever thou doeft, and 
' reduced to want thy bread/' So the man 

feemed angry with John Richardfon, who 
faid to him, " Be ftill, and weigh the 
^ matter; for I knew not of the friend's 
^ going to thy houfe, but thought he was 
^ in, bed, and did not inforgi him about 
^ thee nor thy wife:" at which he went 
away. So Peter purfued his journey to- 
wards Scotland, John Richardfon and an- 
other friend going with him to Scarbo- 
rough on horfeback : (for he .would not 
let them go on foot with him) he kept 

^ bc^ 
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' before them full as faft as they chofe to 

* ride ; and when they had gone about half 

* way, he gained ground on them, and John 

* faid he was filled with admiration, for he 

* (eemed to go with more flight and cafe, 

* he thought, than ever he had feen any 

* man before. And riding faft to overtake 

* him, he thought he beheld a fmall white 
^ cloud as it were encompafling his head, 
^ When he overtook him, John faid to him, 

* Thou doeft travel very faft; Peter replied, 
^ My Mafter told me before I left home, 
'^ that he would give me hind's feet, and he 

* hath performed his promife to me, 

* When they came in fight of Scarbo- 
^ rough, Peter faid, take me to a friend's 

* houfe, if there is any there; John replied, 

* I will take thee to the place where I lodge, 

* and if thou art not eafy there, I will go 
^ until we find a place, if it may he. So 

* John Richardfon took him to his lodg- 

* ings; and juft as they entered the door, 
^ they heard fome one go up ftairs, and anon 

* the woman friend of the houfe coming 

* down with a neighbour of hers, invited 

* them to fit down. And in a fhort time 

* Peter faith. Here is light and darknefe, 

* good and bad in this houfe. The woman,^ 

* after fhe had got them fome refrefhment, 

* came and afked John, ** Who haft thou 
*^ brought here ?" '' A man of God," he 
^ replied. Having a meeting at Scarborough- 
^ ^e.wxtday, John Richardfon flaid wUK 

' R 3 '^^'^^ 
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^ him, and feid he had good fcrvicc. Ho 

* alfo went with him to feyeral *friends 

* houfes there, and he frequently fpakc his 

* fenie of the ftate of the families. But as 

* they were near entering one houfe, Peter 

* flopped, and faid, ^' My Mafter is not there, 
^' I will not go in," fo they turned away. 

' Next morning, at parting, John Ri-r 

* chardfon afked him how he was prepared 

* for money ; telling him his journey was 
^ long. To whom Peter anfwered, I have 

* enough ; my Mafter told me I (hould not! 

* want: and now, a bit of bread, and fome 
^ water from a brook, refrefhes me as much 
^ as a fet nieal at a table. But John infifted 

* to f^^how much money he had, which 
^ was but two half-crowns; upon which 

* John took a handful of fmall pieces out 

* of his pocket, and forced Peter to take 
^ them, telling him, it was as free to him 

* as his own; for fo the Lord had put it 

* into his heart. Thus they parted, John 

* and the other friend returning home, 

^ In about two weeks afterwards, the 
^ man's wife (before mentioned) died, as 

* Peter had foretold. At that time, the 

* fame map had three fhipsr at fea; his fon 

* was mafter pf one, a fccond fon was oil 

* board another, and in their voyages they 
^ were all wrecked, or foundered, and their 
^' cargoes chiefly loft; his two fons, and fe-r 
<' veral of the hands, being drowned^ The 
f man ibon after broke, an4 C^uld not my 
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* his debts, but came to want breld before 
' he died, though he had been in good cir- 
' cumftances, if not very rich. 

* John Richardfon further faid, that af- 
^ ter fome time he heard Peter Gardner was 
^ dead in Cumberland, on his return from 

* Scotland, and being attached to him in 

* near afFeftion, he went to enquire how he 

* ended. 

* John Bowftead, a noted friend hf'ar 

* Carlifle, gave him an account that Peter 

* had been through Scotland, and came to 
' Carlifle, and the fmall pox being there, 

* he took the infedion very fuddenly, and 
^ lay ill with it. So John Bowftead went 

* juft as the pock was coming out on him,- 

* and took him to his houfe; they never 

* came out kindly, but fwelled him very 

* much, fo that he was blind, and died 

* about the feventh day ; was quite fenfible 

* to the laft, and knew the ftates of thofe 

* who came to fee him. He had enough to 

* pay his funerar charges.* 

On the twelfth of the feventh month this 
year I left home, in order to attend a treaty 
to be Jield between the Indians and our go- 
vernment, at Eafion, in Northampton coun- 
ty, and proceeded to Philadelphia, where I 
was prefent at feveral conferences with 
friends ; the governor having declared his 
diflike to their attendaftce at that treaty, or 
their diftinguifhing theihfeWes by giving the 
llidiahs ftny prefents. The icftftt i^iis, that 
1^^ ^^ 
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as mutual tokens of the revival of ancient 
friendfhip had pajpTed between them and the 
Indians, with a, view to promote a general 
peace, it would be of bad confequence now 
to negledt or decline attending on this im- 
portant occafion ; though it was judged ne- 
ceflary for friends to aft with great caution. 
We therefore fet forward, and, taking a 
meeting at Gwynnedd in the way, reached 
Eafton on fourth day, the twenty-firft of 
the month, the governor being got there 
about two hours before us; but did not en- 
ter on bufinefs that day. 

Many friends from Philadelphia, and 
other parts, being here cpUedted, we held 
a meeting on fifth day, which was low and 
dull, things appearing very dark. In the 
afternoon the Indians, with Teedyufcung, 
their king, or chief man, went to the go- 
vernor, and fignified the fincerity of their 
intentions to promote the good work of 
peace j; when he delivered feveral firings 
and belts of wanipum, in order to certify 
the full power and authority given to Tee- 
dyufcung for th^t purpofc ; who alfo defired^ 
that as things had heretofore been mifunder- 
ilood or forgotteUj^ he might have the lib- 
ber ty to choofe a clerl^, to take the minutes 
of the tranfa£tions at this treaty on behalf 
of the Indians, which was put off by the 
governor at that time. 

Next morning Teedyufcung renewed the 
fame requeft^ but was again put by: th^ii 

the 
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the Indians began to be very uneafy, from 
^n apprehenfion, that fome people from the 
Jerfey fide pf the river were likely to rife, 
with a defign to ^cfkroy them; but on going 
to , converfe with them, and giving them 
fome pipes and tobacco, which they were 
told was a prefent from friends, they be- 
came more, quiet, and feemingly pacified: 
this day and the next there was little bufinefs 
done. 

On firft day, the 24th of the month, 
friends hqld a pijblick meeting in the Treaty* 
booth, to pretty good fatisfadion, to which 
a great number of people came, two friends 
Jiaving acceptable fervice therein. In the 
afternoon friends met again, but there feemed 
fo great a cloud over the meeting, by rea- 
fon of a raw . carelefs fpirit prevailing over 
the minds of the people, as though there 
was np Gpd, notwithftanding his judgments 
^^e £0 confpicuous, efpecially in thefe parts 
pf the country, that life did not arife in 
this meeting. About funfet this evening, 
we heard that the Mohawk Indians had re- 
queued to have a fire made to dance round, 
which the governor allowed, as he had the 
evening before to tl^e Delawares ; with both 
which vve were very uneafy, a§ the ten- 
dency thereof was to make the Indians 
drunk; but no endeavours of ours could 
prevent it^ 

On fecond day mpri^ing the governor agreed 
^p allovv the Indian king to choofe himfelf 

a clerk. 
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a clerk, which he did, and about one o'clock 
that day the treaty was firft opened in pub- 
lick; when Teedyufcung was defircd fully 
to inform, with an open heart, wherein he 
apprehended the Indians had been defrauded 
by the Proprietaries, to which he anfwered 
tnat he would to-morrow ; but they muft 
firft clean up the blood, (as he exprefled it) 
and bury the dead bodies. Next day being 
iagain met, the king faid, * that, according 

* to his word, he had now met fome of 

* the feveral nations to do what they could 

* for fettling peace; but now in the firft 

* place he had feen and confidered the black 

* cloud that hung over the land, the blood 

* and bodies of the people who had fuf- 

* fered,' and then faid, * I have gathered up 
' the ftained leaves, the blood and dead bo- 

* dies, and looked round about, when all 

* feemed terrible, that I could find no place 

* to hide them; but looking up, I faw the 

* great and good Spirit above. Let us hear- 
' tily join in prayer to him, that he may 

* give us power to bury all thefe things out 

* of our fight; that neither the evil ipirit^ 

* nor any wicked perfon, m^y ever be able 

* to raife them ; that we m^ love like bre- 

* thren, and thei fun may fhine clear upon' 
^ us; that we, pur wiyesf, our young me^ 

* and children, may rejoice in a lafting 

* peace ; that we may eat the fruits of the 

* earth, and they may do us good ; fo that 

* \ye may enjoy |)ea<:e in the day time, an4 
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^ at night lay down and flcep in it/ Ga?e 
a belt of fevcntccn rows of wampum. 

By another belt he told the governor, 
that he took him by one hand, and the five 
nations of Indians and their allies took him 
by the other; * therefore/ faid he, * let us 
' all fland as one man, with one heart and 

* one mind, and join in this good work of 

* peace. When we intend to lift or remove 

* a great weight, we muft be ftrong ; if all 
^ do not exert themfelves, we can never do 

* it ; but if all heartily join, it is eafy to 
^ remove it. Our forefathers did not pro- 
^ ceed right when they met together ; they 

* looked at the earth and things prefent, 

* which wjU foon pafs out of our fight, but 

^ did not look forward to the good of pof- • 
^ terity : let us fet out right, and do better 

* than they did, that a peace may be fettled 

* which may laft to our children.' 

He next acquainted the governor, that 
one of the meilengers who had gone on a 
late meffage to the Indians afar oiF, (mean- 
ing Mofes Tatamy's'fon) was ihot on his 
Return by one of our young men, and lay 
in a dangerous condition: and by a ftring 
pf wampum iniiiled, that if he died> the 
other fliould be tried by our law, and fufK^r 
ideath alfo ; and that fome of their people 
flxould be prefent, to be able to inform the 
other natipns of Indians of the juftice done. 
He alfo revived the ancient agreement, that 
|f anv of then) ihould commit the like of- 
fence, 
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fence, the criminal fhould be delivered up 
to be tried according to our laws, and fuffer 
death In the fame manner. 

On fourth day there was no publick treaty; 
things feemed in much confufion, and very 
dull, but friends kept quiet. The next 
day I found myfelf much indifpofed, and 
therefore thought it beft to leave Eaft^n 
before the treaty ended ; but before I left it 
friends had a folemn opportunity together ; 
at which time I thought I faw, that the 
working of the; dark revengeful fpirit, which 
oppofed the meafures of peace, was one 
reafon why friends were fo baptized into 
diftrefs and fuiFering; of which I made fome 
mention to friends, and that if they kept 
quiet, the clouds, as to them, would fome- 
what break away : Daniel Stanton had a ib- 
lemn time in fupplication. ' After this meet- 
ing, taking leave of friends, I rode to 
Richland, and though my diftemper in- 
creafed, and I was very ill, I purfued my 
journey the next day, and the day following 
reached Philadelphia ; where I was carefully 
attended through a time of tedious and clofe 
affliction. My dear wife coming to me in 
my illnefs, was alfo taken with the fame 
diforder, that we were not able to move 
homewards until the twenty-third of the 
eighth month, but, through the goodnefs o£ 
kind Providence in fupporting us, got to 
our own habitation the next day in the 
evening ; when, after about a week's ftay^ 
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1 fet out again, to attend the meeting for 
liifFerings in Philadelphia, and, though very 
weaJc, got there. After tarrying part of 
three days in town, I went forward, in order 
to attend the monthly-meetiags in Bucks 
county, of which I had a view while I lay 
fick, when it appeared to me, the way ta 
recover my ftrength was t^ be faithful to 
every difcovery of duty; accordingly, in 
company with feveral other friends appointed 
by tne yearly-meeting, I vifited the feveral 
monthly-meetings in that county, in fome 
of which a good degree of the Divine pre- 
fencc being felt, was caufe of thankfulnefs ; 
though at one of them we had fome reniark- 
able clofe work, both in the time of wor-** 
fliip and difcipline. 

Returning to Philadelphia, I perceived 
myfelf much recovered. I fpent five daya 
there, attending meetings as they came in 
Gourfe, and then went to Newtown meeting, 
in Chefter county, which was fmall, there 
being an evident flacknefs of attending week- 
day meetings* From thence I went to 
Uwchlan, to the marriage of William Trim- 
ble and Phebe Thomas, which was a good 
meeting; where I met my dear wife, on 
her way to tl^p yearly-meeting at Philadel- 
phia: and, after attending a meeting at 
Merion, we went into the city the next 
evening. Our friends Thomas Gawthrop, 
Samuel Spavold, William Reckitt, and others, 
from Great Britaiu; alfo Thomas Nicholfon, 

from 
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from North Carolina^ were at this yearly^ 
meetings which was large and fatisfa^oryjr 
holding from the feventeenth to the tweiity- 
third of the ninth month, 1757. 

Here I may note, that betore I left home 
to attend the kte Indian treaty ajt Eafton, 
in my ileep I thought I was riding eiftward^ 
in the twilight, and faw a light before mc 
towards fun-rifing, which did not appear to 
be a common light, but fbon obferved the 
appearance of fomething therein, whereat 
the beaft that I rodle was much affrighted^ 
and would have ran from it, which I knew 
would be in vain ; for I took it to be an 
angel, whofe motion wafi as iwift as thought, 
£> rather flopped, and reined in my beaft 
towards it. It was encompafled with a 
brightnefs like a rainbow, with a lasge loofe 
garment of the fame colour down to th« 
feet. It rather ieemed to nK>ve even aloiig 
thaa. to walks and then Aood Ail! in the 
mklft of many curiouis flacJ&s of conr. It 
was of a human form, about feven feet kigh» 
(as I thought) and, fmiling on me,, alkcd 
where I was agoing;, I faid. Towards yonder 
building, which i thought wa^ an elegand: 
one, diredtly be£E)re me : it iieemed to ap-^ 
prove my way, and vaniflied upwards. Then 
I awakened, and had particularly to remem^ 
ber the cois^4exion of this angelick appari«» 
tion, which was not much difFerent from 
one of the Indiana, cteaa walhed from Ms 
gre^e. Rea^embering my diseam very &dlx^ 

wh^ 
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when I had &en the Indians at the treaty^ 
^nd had heard fome matters remarkably. 
Ipoken by fome particulars of them, I was 
made to believe it was not unreafonable ta 
conclude, that the Lord was in theox by 
his good Spirit, and that all colours were 
equal to him, who gave life and being to 
all mankind. We fliQuld therefore be care^ 
ful to examine deeper than the outward ap^ 
^qarance, with a tender regard to ftatioa and 
education, if we desire to be preferved froni^ 
^rroit in judgment. 



. The following feBtcnces hemg ddhmxd 
in two of his publick teftimoniw, were 
ibon after committed to writing by a friend 
who was prefeat, and appeaving wortky t(3 
he further preferved,. are ixow communis 
catedy vi2« 

In a firft day meeting at Eaft Nottinghain^ 
the nineteenth of the twdfth; month, 1756, 
he expreifed nearly as follows t 

^ I felt my mind ia thii meeting remark- 

* ably drawn from outward obfervaticm,, and 

* wai^ commanded to center in dieep and 

* awful fijenice, wherein there was fuch a 
^ flowing of good will to mankind, as is 

* fcarcely tp he uttered by tongue; but thus 

* centering with diligent attention^ I thought 

. ' ^ I felt 
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* I felt a ftrong power of darknefs and ftu- 

* pid ignorance, fcemiflgly combined to 

* make war againft this folemn attention of 

* mind; yet, after patiently waiting fomc 

* time, to my comfort, I felt a fecret vic- 

* tory, and the darknefs vaniflied: then a 
' voice was uttered in me, attended (I 
' thought) with Divine authority, thus : " I 
** will bow the inhabitants of the earth, 
" and particularly of this land, and I will 
'* make them fear .and reverence me, either 
** in mercy or in judgment/' * Hereupon a 

* profpefl: immediately opened to my view, 

* of a day of calamity and fore diftrefs, 

* which was approaching, and in which the 

* carclefs and ftupid profeflbrs, who are eafy, 

* and <n6t concerned to properly worfliip 

* and adore the Almighty, and have not la- 

* boured to witnefs their foundation to be 

* laid on him the'imnioveable rock, will be 

* greatly furprifed with fearfulnefs : apd on 

* the behalf of fuch, a piercing cry and la- 

* mentation ran through me, thus: " Alas, 
'* for the day ! Alas, for the day ! Woe is 
*' me!" (feveral times repeated) and a voice^ 

* which feemed to be cpnnefted with the 

* foregoing, faid further; "yet once more, 
*^ faith the Lord, I fhake not the earth only, 
** but alfo heaven : not only the fituation of 
*' thofe that know not any place of fafety 
** or refuge; that which is outward and 
" earthly; but alfo thofe who afTume a 

higher place, and in their fpecious ap- 

y pearanccs 
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** pearances amongft men, do value them- 
" felves on their allumed goodnefs, and 
** would fain be accounted of the higheft 
rank, and even place themfelves amongft 
the faints, and are by fome accounted as 
ftars in the firmament; yet in the day of 
my po<ver> wherein I will fliake the hea- 
vens and the earth, thofe ftars fhall fall 
to the grounds" 

* In the openings fomething within me 
was ready to fay, '* Amen, fo be itj O 
Lord Almighty, cut fliort thy work in the 
earth, ia order that thou mayeft put an 
end to fin, and finiih tranfgreflion ; that 
** thy fear, and the knowledge of thee, may 
'* cover the earth, as the waters cover the 
** fea/' * Wherefore^ my friends, the fer- 

* vent defire of my foul is-, that all prefent 

* may with diligence labour to have your 

* minds truly centered and humbled before 

* God, to know a being fixed on that fouft-* 

* dation which only ftandeth fure ; that in 

* a tinie of^ outward diftrefs, which, per-* 

* haps, miy come in your day, ye may find 

* a place of fafety and refuge/ All which,' 
with more to the like efi^edt, was delivered* 
in great humility and brokennefs. « ' 

' At a week-day meeting at the faihe place^ 
the feventecnth of the fecond month, 1757, 
fcveral perfqns by unfeafonable coming in 
had interrupted the quiet of the meeting, 
he gave a fuitaljle caution in. tmt reipeift, * 
S in 
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in gentle^ winning terms^* reminding thofe 
met of the awfulnefs and folenonity which 
ihould attend us when we approach the 
prefence of him who is moft holy; and in 
what reverence^ fear and care^ we ought to 
come together, not forgetting the hour ap-> 
pointed; and then expreiSed nearly w foU 
lows : 

^ A certain fentence has been prefented to 

* the view of my mind, which feemcd to 
^ contain a gentle engaging caution, and 
' matter of inftruAion to me, attended with 

* fweetnefs; which was, " Wojk while it 
** is day." * Friends, this is our day, where- 
' in we ought to be diligent and induftrious; 
' in the light of the day we may iee and 
^ underftand how to work, and what to do» 
^ that at the conclufion we may obtain from 

* the Mafter of the day, who dwelleth in 
' light, the anfwer of ^' Well done;" for the 
^ night will come, wherein no man can 

* work« We are now favoured with liberty, 
^ in this our day, to a£femUe together for 

* worihip unmolefted; and my hearty de* 
' fire is, that we may properly improve this 
^ mercy; for the time to fame of us may 
^ come, before our day in this life is clofec^ 
' wherein this privilege may in fome mea- 

* fure be taken from us. Something in me 
' would be ready to fay. The Lord forbid 
' diat (hould be die cafe; but, by reafoa 
^ of the great declenfion which has ovcr- 
' fpread the churchy I hardly dare to exped 

• any 
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* any other : Oh may we therefore be care- 

* ful to prize the mercy of God, and en- 

* endeavour to gain an inheritance in the 

* light, that when night overtakes, and 

* darkncfs, as to the 6utward, may hangover 

* us, we may be favoured to withdraw into 

* the fure hiding-place, and know a quiet 

* habitation I* 

C H A P. VI. 

^Sundry vifits to meetings in Pennjylvania and 
Nnv-Jerfey-^Alfo in Maryland and Vir^ 
ginia. — His apprehenjions of duty to proceed 
on a vi/it to Bariadoes, and refignation 
thereto, but at length became mo/l eafy rt 
decline it. — T^be Jettlement of Uwchlan 
monthly-meeting, with his epiftle to friends 
there. — Alfo fome weighty exprejjions ut- 
tered in the time of hisfcknefs in the year 
1761. 

HAVING fome drawings In my mind 
to viilit the meetings of friends in 
the counties of Philadelphia and Bucks; 
being alfo under an appointment of the 
yearly-meeting to join with fome others in 
a vifit to the monthly-meetings; in order to 
proceed on my fervice, I acquainted our 
monthly - meeting at Nottingham, with 
whofc concurrence I left home on the third 
of the twelfth month, 17571 accompanied 
by a near relation, and attended Darby meet- 

S 2 ing 
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ing on firft day; wherein, though life and 
the power of truth feemed to be low^ I 
thought the humble waiters were encou- 
raged. We went to the evening meeting 
in Philadelphia ; next morning attended the 
meeting of minifters and elders, and the 
day following a meeting at the Bank, alfo a 
meeting for fufFerings, and on fourth day 
returned to Darby, to their monthly-meet- 
ing; where we found friends under a ftrait 
about difowning one among them who de- 
nied the divinity of our Lord and Saviour 
Jefus Chrift, on whom they had beftowed 
much labour to convince him of his error: 
the meeting ended well, the company of 
of friends who attended it being acceptable 
and of fervice. We were next day at Ha- 
verford monthly-meeting, held at Radnor, 
where the lively exercife of the difcipline 
appeared to be very low, yet I was glad I 
was there. During the time of the bufi- 
nefs, feeling a concern on my mind to ap« 
point a meeting at Haverford, to be held 
the next day, I propofed it for concurrence, 
which being readily agreed to, we attended 
there accordingly, and had a large meeting, 
much to fatisfad:ion; having great peace ia 
obferving the motion of truth refpeding this 
appointment. On the following day, ac- 
companied by my friend Hugh Evans, I 
vifited fome ancient friends, who, by reafon 
of old age and indifpofition, could not get 
out to meetings ji wherein I was favoured 

with 
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with that peace which I have often expe- 
rienced to attend the acceptable work of 
vifiting the afflidled. On . hrft day, after a 
fatisfkftory meeting at Merion, I went to 
the evening meeting in Philadelphia, in 
which truth favoured with a degree of 
opennefs, to the inftrudlion and comfort of 
many. On third day afternoon, accompa- 
nied by my brother, William Brown, went 
forward to Richland monthly-meeting, held 
on the fifth day, where we had fome clofe 
hard work 5 which generally happens, when 
a lifelefs formal fpirit hath the prevalence 
in managing the affairs of the church, for 
want of feeling after and waiting for the 
true authority, even the power of God ; yet 
we were glad that we were there. From 
thence my brother returned home, the reft 
af us going to an appointed meeting at 
Plumftead, which, though the weather was 
feverely cold, was large and comfortable, in 
the fenfe whereof we were thankful to the 
Author of all good. The meeting next day 
at Buckingham was fmall, but fatisfadory. 
I have often obferved, that the feverity of 
the weather is not a fufficient excufe for 
the Lord's panting children to negleft pub- 
lick worfhip, which is a duty incumbent on 
us, and due to his glorious name. At' 
Wrightftown meeting the next day theMaf- 
ter of our aflfemblies was pleafed to appear 
in an eminent manner, to the comfort of 
the poor^ ii^ftrudion of the enquirers, re-* 

$7 buke 
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buke of the backfliderSj, and edification of 
many: for which the facriiice of thankf- 
giving 9nd praife was offered to him, who 
alone is worthy for ever. After this meet-* 
ing, I felt the value of that peace which 
by the humble is better felt than expreiled* 
.We had next a good meeting at Makefield, 
at which were many feeking tender young 
people I then attended the Falls preparative 
meeting, which was fatisfaftory, a comfort-' 
able degree of unity fubfifting among 
friend^. Our next meeting was at Briftol, 
in which, after a dark diftreffing time in fit 
lence, what I had to communicate was in-« 
troduced by a (jueftion, thus : * Are you 

♦ found in faith and pra<5tice ?' And I was 
led to fet forth, * that.to profefs and acknow- 

• ledge even facred truths, without a life of 

♦ felf-denial,4Prith an anfwerable honeft con- 
^ dud, was no way fufiicient ; that being a 

* dead faith, which prod^ceth not good 
^ works in him. who faith he believethj 
^ ihewing what ftumbling-blocks the no-i 

• minal profeffors are, who by their exam*- 
« pic plainly manifeft, that they arc not 

* poffeflbrs of what they profefs to have, 
*. and are the greatell enemies the trut^ 

* hath; whith I was doubtful was thci cafe 

* with fame among them/ I had peace in 
this plain dealing. Our next was a laborious 
meeting. at By h^ry> yet yieUbd a degree of 
the fame peace^ A friend afterwards told 
mt that the flate of the meeting was clearly 

fpokcn 
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fycken to I which I relate not for any 
praife to man, but that it was an additional 
confirmation of the Lord's fufficiency to his 
own work ; and when we are weak, foolifh, 
or contemptible in our own efteem, his 
ftrength appears, and his wifdom infpires 
with true knowledge, whereby he magnifi-^ 
cth himfelf. We went home with our mend 
James Thdrnton, and next day to Horfham, 
where was a large and good meeting; after 
which we had a comfortable time in the 
family of John Cadwal^der. Next day wc ? 

attended the monthly'-meeting at Abin&^on, l^ 

in company with Samuel Eaftbura and Jo- I 

feph White. We found things low here, J 

becauie of 9 want of that ftrength in which I 

Aands the authority bf the church. It is 
only the pure wifdom from above that pre- ? 

ierves friends in peace, meekneis, gentlenefs, ; 

and unanimity in the diftribution of right 
juftice and judgment in the <;hurch of 
Chrift. 

We were next day at Gwynedd monthly- 
meetings which was a precious time, through 
the power of that facred name, which is as 
ointment poured forth ; the favour whereof 
continued through both worfliip and difci- 
pline, in which the faithful were mutually 
comforted. We from thence went to Ellen 
Evans's, and had an evening rneeting, fome 
<yf the neighbours coming in; feveral friends 
lirere mucn enlarged in covnfdi and the op- 
8 4 ^ portunity 
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portunity ended in folemn prayer and thank^-^ 
giving. 

We went from thence to Exeter monthly- 
meeting, which ended to fatisfa<3:ion in the 
mainj then honie with our friend Ellisi 
Hugh, where Jofeph White and Samuel 
Eaftburn left us, to return homewards. My 
companion and I proceeded to Reading, had 
a publick meeting in the Court-houfe, which 
I thought was pretty well, confidering thQ 
company, many loofe people attending; but 
truth feemed to come into dominion, and 
quieted them, that the meeting ended in b, 
degree of awful fweetnefs. 

On firft day,- being alfo the firft of the new 
year, 1758, we were at Maiden Creek meet- 
ing, which, although a low time, afforded 
peace and comfort, from a profpe<ft that there 
were, among the youth in particular, fome 
true branches of the vine of life,| who there- 
fore could not be fatisfied without the living 
fap from the holy root, and in the Lord's 
time would be favoured therewithj^ if there 
was a patient waiting for that fpringing fea-. 
fon, We returned to Reading that ^yening, 
to a meeting held by appointment; at a 
friend's houfe for the members of our fo- 
ciety in that town, in the attendance pf 
which I found peace. Croffing the river 
Schuylkill, we were next day at Robinfon or 
the Foreft meeting ; after which I ws^ much 
humbled in a fenfe of the great xondefceiir 
iion and mercy of the Ljprd our God, who 

was 
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was pleafed to renew the reaches of his 
power to feveral, who had many years made 
profeffion of the pure truth, and yet dwelt 
in that which is impure, as drinking to 
cxcefs, and other evils, fome of whom I 
knew, but did not know that they were 
there till the meeting was over: the weak 
were ftrengthened, and the humble feekers 
encouraged, and great love flowed towards 
the youth, Returning again over Schuyl- 
kill, we went to that called Evans's meet- 
ing, which was very open for dodlrine, fe- 
veral not of our fociety being prefent. The 
firft fentences that appeared in my view 
were, ** Many are called, but few are cho- 
^^ fen,*' attended with fuch weaknefs, and 
fuch a fenfe of my own foolifhnefs, and in- 
ability for handling that fubjeft, that I was 
afraid, becaufe I had a fecret apprehenfion 
that fome would incline to make an advan- 
tage of thofe words^ ** but few are chofen,"* 
in applying them to . ftrengthen themfelves- 
in the corrupt manner in which they hold 
elediion ; but it appeared that the words, 
•^ all have not obeyed," was the reafon why 
fo few arc chofen. My mouth was opened 
in fear, even to. trembling, yet with a fecret 
hope and confidence that the Lord would 
be mouth and wifdom, with defires that he 
would bind my attention to his own imme- 
diate initrudtion, that the language of his 
Spirit might be only uttered by me^ and 
Jie was,pleafed to magnify his own truth in 
.. the 
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the opening of thefe pafTages. I give this 
hint, that they who arc concerned in the 
mioiftry may humbly truft in Go(^ and not 
lean to their fears^ knowledge, experience, 
or wifdom, in opening the myftcries of the 
gofpel| but confide in the key of David, 
which when it opens none can ihut. Next 
day we wece at Providence or Perkiomin 
meeting, which though poor^ and truth low, 
peace was afterwards meafurably enjoyed, 
from an evidence of having been honei): ac- 
cording to the ability given; and the day 
following, at Plymouth| faithful friends 
were comforted in the gracious condefcen- 
fion of our holy Head, who was pleafed to 
favour with the ahoundings of the life and 
love of truth. We then returned to Phila- 
delphia, with thankful hearts for the evi«* 
dence of peace. 

My companion returning home, I went, 
in company with my brother, on firft day 
morning to Frankfort, having felt an en-* 
gagement for aconfiderable time to vifit that 
meeting, A fenfe of the dedenfion of 
friends in this place, both in refpeft to 
numbers and the life of religion, was cauie 
of heavinefs of heart; but having performed 
my vifit in faithfulnefs, according to ability, 
returned with a degree of peace to thie evcn^ 
ing meeting in the city, which wa; com-i 
fortable, ftaying there until the fifth day 
of the week i in which time I attended the 
\:|fual fx^eitiQgSt one with the negroes, much 

tQ 
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to fatisfadion, and alfo the meeting for fuf- 
ferings. I got fafe home on fevcnth day, 
the fourteenth of the iirfl month, having 
travelled in this journey about four hundred 
and ten miles. 

On the tweiity-fecond of the fecond 
month I again left home, in order to attend 
the quarterly*-meeting at Burlington, and 
fome particular meetings in Ncw-Jerfey, at 
well on account of the yearly-meeting's ap- 
pointment, as my own fenfe of duty, of 
which I had the approbation of our month* 
ly-meeting» figniiied by a minute. In my 
way I attended the monthly-meeting in Phi-« 
ladelphia, with fome degree of £itisfadion« 
Then taking Cheftcr or Adam's meeting in 
New-Jcrfey, reached Burlington on firft day 
evening; the next day being the quarterly- 
meeting, at which, with William Home, 
and my brother, William Brown, I had 
fome fervice. After flaying the youth's 
meeting, they left me, and I went to a 
meeting on fourth day at a fchool-^houie^i 
where feyeral friends met, alfo divers others^ 
who, perhaps, had not been at any place 
of'Worihip for ibme time, and were eafy 
about religion; to whom it became my 
concern to fhew how dilagreeable and Icadi- 
fome that ftate was, fron:^ Rev, iii. i j. ^^ I 
'^ know thy works, that thou art neither 
■^ cold nor hot : fo, thea, becauie thou art 
<^ lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I 
♦^ win. fpw thee out of njy xnouth/' It 

opened 
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opened to me, that a lukewarm condition, 
to hold a profeffion of religion, fo as to 
take it ill not to be thought a Chriftian, but 
at the fame time to remain cafy, and not 
in earneft to experience the life, virtue, 
and power of Chriftianity; not fo cold as 
to forget the name, nor fo hot or zealous as 
to witnefs the life of true religion, was 
very difpleafing to the Almighty. A good 
degree of power attended the opening, and 
in treating on that palTage, with much Iovq 
to fuch lukewarm profeiTors, feveral were 
reached and tendered beyond expectation; 
but no praife to man, though he may will 
or run, but to God, who iheweth mercy. 

At Chefteriield monthly- meeting, my 
friend John Woolman met me the next day> 
a raw company attending on account of a 
propofal or two for marriage, which, I fup- 
pofc, they expedied to be there prefented ; 
it was a time fomewhat low and diftreffing. 
The advice of the yearly-meeting not being 
here enough obferved, which is againft al- 
lowing fuch who are not members of our 
fociety to fit in our meetings for difcipline, 
unlefs they are nearly related to the parties 
concerned, of which that meeting was mo- 
deiUy reminded. I was alfo grieved that 
matters were introduced too much at the 
judgment or pleafure of individuals, by rea- 
ibn that they are not in the prad:ice of 
holding preparative meetings ; the feirvice 
of which was particularly recomnicndcd to 

their 



OF JOHN CHURCHMAN. 269 

their corifideration, I had fome reward of 
peace in having attended this meeting. We 
were next at a meeting in Trenton with a 
few friends, whom the fpirit of the world 
(I thought) had much laid waftc. There 
ieemed more opennefs towards a few of 
other focieties prefent, fome of whom were 
tendered by truth's teftimony, which feemed 
to reach the witnefs in them. At Borden- 
town meeting, next day, many were made 
thankful, the Divine prefence being felt 
among us. From hence John Woolman 
returned home., and John Syfees accompanied 
me to Upper Springfield, where the meeting 
was large, and, through the Lord's mercy, 
open and fatisfadlory, the teftimony of truth 
flowing, in his love, towards the youth, many 
were tendered thereby, the faithful were 
encouraged, and the negligent warned. Af- 
ter which I went to Burlington, to attend 
that monthly-meeting, then to the burial 
of Margaret Butcher, at Mansfield; which 
was a laborious painful meeting, compofed 
of a mixed multitude, yet fomething of an 
evidence attended truth's teftimony, fo that 
the meeting ended with folidity. From 
thence I went to Peter Harvey's, and was 
thankful for the enjoyment of a peaceful 
quiet mind, though poor. Next day was at 
Old-Springfield meeting, which was flow 
and late in gathering, dull and heavy in fit- 
tings as will be the cafe, when and where- 
foever the life and power of religion is 

wanting^ 
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wanting, or not carefully fought after and 
l?raited for, by thofe who profefs it ; which 
was obferved to them in the love of truth, 
and in the fimplicity and plain nefs thereof: 
fo that I left this meeting with a heavy 
heart, not from a fenfe of any omiilion of 
duty on my part, but left they ftiould too 
foon forget what manner of perfons they 
faw themfelves to be in the light, that dis- 
covers and anfwers the witnefs, as face an- 
fwers face in a glafs. Then taking meet- 
ings at Mount Holly, Rancocus, and vifiting 
the widow of Peter Andrews, I was at a 
large meeting at Eveftiam on firft day fol- 
lowing; but the expcdtations of the people 
being much outward, occafioned a painful 
deep waiting a considerable time, or at leaft 
I thought fo ; when at length I felt fome 
preffure on my mind to ftand up, which as 
1 followed carefully, truth opened into the 
ftate of the meeting to my admiration, that 
I was enabled therein with an innocent bold- 
ncfs to attend thereto in fpeaking; which 
yielded me great peace after the meeting, 
and I was thankful for that opportunity. 
Next day I attended Haddonfield monthly- 
meeting, at which were Samuel Nottingham 
and William Home, whofc company was 
comfortable, and of advantage to the meet- 
ing, I then vifitcd the meetings at Pilef- 
grovc, Alloways Creek, Greenwich, Lower 
Alloways Creek, Salem, and one at Rac- 
coon Creek, to which many fobcr people 
camej not profef&ng with u$ j alfo a large, 

and 
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and I believe to fome a fatisfadory meetingt 
at Woodberry, the ftate whereof openoi 
pretty clearly, the humble being inftruftcd ; 
out I was fenfible of an oppofition here to 
fome part of what I had to deliver to a fclf* 
righteous ftate ; yet, through the mercy o£ 
our gracious Lord, I left this meeting with 
an evidence of peace, and an affe^ionate 
heart-yearning towards them. Then went ta 
Haddonfield, to attend the quarterly-meet* 
ing for Gloucefter and Salem counties^ and 
from thence to the general fpring-mceting 
at Philadelphia; after whicn I returned 
home, having been out five weeks and three 
days« 

After this journey I did not go much 
abroad for more than a year, except to at- 
tend our quarterly^meeting, and the yearly 
and general fpring-meeting at Philadelphia* 

In the year 1759, I had fome drawings in 
my mind to vifit a few meetings in Mary«> 
land and Virginia, alfo the yearly<-meeting 
at Weft*River; in which having the con*« 
currence of our monthly^moeting, I left 
home on the twenty-eighth of the fifth 
oaonth, and next day was at Gunpowder-* 
meeting) then at Elkridge^ with a few 
frtoids and divers not profeiling with us, 
amongft whom there was an opennefs to hear 
the teftimony of truth declared; but for 
want of a ftseady walking in the profeflbrs 
thereof^ it ieems in a great meafure laid 
vnSte. That night I lodged at the bou£e of 

a kind 
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a kind man, but have to remark, that na* 
tural affability in any one^ unlefs it is fweet- 
cned-by the baptifm of the fpirit of ttuth, 
is of little value. On fifth day I was at a 
new meeting-houfe, at Indian Spring, with 
afew friends, fome of whom, I fear, fcarcely 
know what they profefs. The next had a 
meeting at Samuel Plummer's houfe, at Pa- 
tuxent, to fatisfadion : and on feventh day 
the yearly-meeting at Weft- River began, 
which held until fourth day following; 
which was in the main the moft open and 
fatisfa(3:ory meeting I was ever at in that 
place: I thought a difpofition rather pre- 
vailed among the younger fort, to attend to 
the difcipline more clofely than in times 
paft. Then taking a meeting at Sandy 
Spring, I proceeded to Fairfax/ being about 
forty miles, where I had a comfortable meet- 
ing ^n firft day; for which the hearts of 
many were made thankful to the Author of 
all good: the fame day we had alfo a fatif- 
fadlory opportunity in Mahlon Janney's fa- 
mily, his mother being indifpofed ; and the 
next day attended Monaquafy meeting in 
Maryland, where truth is at a low ebb, 
through the condud: of fome unfaithful 
profeffors. Our next was a precious meet- 
ing, with a few iincere friends, at Bufh- 
Creek: that evening I went to Williani 
Farquar's, having a meeting at Pipe Creek 
next day, which was pretty open and fatif- 
faftory; and one the day following at Pc- 

tapfco 
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tapfco Foreft, amongft a withered people. 
Alas ! to profefs the truth, and not to pof- 
fcfs it in fan<aification of fpirit, makes little 
meetings feel defolate. From thence I re- 
turned home to our monthly meeting, being 
abfent nineteen days, and rode near three 
hundred and fifty miles, Samuel England 
being my companion. 

In this year I was alfo engaged with my 
friend John Woolman, in vifiting fome ac- 
tive members of our fociety, who held flaves, 
firft in the city of Philadelphia, and in other 
places; alfo in New-Jerfey, in which fer-- 
vice we were enabled to go through fome 
heavy labours, and were favoured with 
peace; divine love in a tender fympathy 
prevailing at times, with a hope that thcfe 
endeavours would not be in vain. 

In the fecond month 1760, I acquainted 
our monthly-meeting, that in order to pro- 
ceed in performing the appointment of the^ 
yearly-meeting, having alfo a draught in my 
own mind^ I had an inclination to vifit fome 
meetings up the river Delaware, particularljf 
the monthly-meeting of Kingwood, in New- 
Jerfey, with which, having the approbation 
of friends^ I fet out from home on the 
twenty-fixth of the fifth month following, 
and reached the Bank-^meeting in Philadel- 
phia the next day. From thence proceeded 
to the quarterly-meeting for Bucks County^ 
held at Buckingham, where, though things 
were low, the affiurs of the church were 

T tranfai^ed 
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tranfafted in a good degree of amity and 
peace. It was a large meeting, there being 
a great appearance of young people, fome 
very hopeful, who in the love of truth were 
<;xhorted to come up in their places, by 
learning difcipline of the author thereof, 
viz. the Spirit of Truth; and they were 
cautioned againft that very unbecoming and 
hurtful practice, though too common, of 
going out after worfliip, and (landing with- 
out in companies talking, when they fliould 
keep their places in the meeting, which 
ihould quietly and folidly proceed on the 
bufinefs coming before it: heavenly love 
was felt by the tender in fpirit, which I 
hope will be remembered by many. The 
next day the general or youth's meeting was 
large, open, and fatisfadtory in the main; 
for which the name of the Lord was praifed. 
Next day I ipent in vifiting a widow, alfo 
other aged and infirm friends ; in the perr 
formance of which duty I had fome fatif- 
fadtion: and on firfl day was at Plumftead 
meeting, which was large, and very com- 
fortable; the Divine prcfence being felt, the 
power of truth prevailed, to the tendering 
of many: but fuch favour being not of him 
that willeth or runneth, but o£ God, that 
flieweth mercy, to him belongeth the praife 
of all, who is worthy for ever ! In the even- 
ing I attended a meeting at a fchool*houfe, 
near Samuel Eaftburn's, in which I had 
ibme particular fervice, die ftates of many 

* prefent 



OF JOHN CHURCHMAN. 275 

prefetit being very clearly opened before 
them in the love of the gofpel, v/hich made 
deep impreffion on fome who were much 
broken ; and I believe it would be as dew 
on their hearts, if they would remain enough 
in the valley of humility. 

I was the next day at Buckingham month- 
ly-meeting, which in the time of bufinefs 
fufFered much by the prevalence of a talka- 
tive noify fpirit, which mightily darkens 
Counfel in thofe who give way to it, and 
leads into doubtful and trifling difputations ; 
fo that I left that meeting with pain of 
heart, in a fenfe that the time had been fo 
loft, that feveral weighty matters could not 
be brought under confideration to advantage^ 
which were therefore continued until the 
next month. 

Wrightftown monthly-meeting on third 
day was more fatisfadlory, the fpirit for dif* 
cipline father reviving, and I hope a defire^ 
among the youth at leaft, for an improve- 
ment. It too frequently is the cafe, thaf 
Ibme of the elderly fort are fo bigotted to 
their old forms and cuftoms, that- they will 
fcarcely trouble themfelves to examine whe- 
ther thefe cuftoms are agreeable to the tefti- 
mony of truth, or whether through Inat- 
tention they have net fwerved arid fallen 
ihort in various matters, that now occaiibn 
a difliculty in the churches, which diffir 
culties muft be laboured under for a fea- 
fon by the baptized members, who, never^- 
T 2 thelefs. 
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thelefs, as they keep their places will grow 
ftronger. 

Accompanied by my friend Thomas Rofs, 
I attended the Falls monthly-meeting, where- 
in I was comforted, from a fenfe that a 
tender people were among them, though 
they felt a time of dearth, whom the Lord 
would in his own time water as his peculiar 
heritage : but this comfort was heavily bal- 
lafted from a fccret fear attending me, that 
there were among them fome, who, like the 
heath in the delert, know not when good 
comethj fuch who were eafy in a dead 
form, and contented with a name, neglect- 
ing to wait for that transforming power, 
which would renew into the image and life 
of the Son of God j to whom, in the love 
and plainnefs of the gofpel, I was conftrained 
to clear myfclf. The meeting for difcipline 
was pretty open, and ended in a good degree 
of iwcetnefs. We went home with the 
wife of Jofeph White, who was then on -a 
religious vifit to friends in Europe, and had 
a comfortable feafon in the family with the 
children ; (he appearing to be refigned in 
the abfcnce of her hulband, her fpirit being 
fweetened with the truth in innocent qui«- 
cttadc^ 

AtMiddletown monthly*-meeting the next 
day truth feemed to be low, but we had 
iomc fervice in the difcipline^ that I came 
away with peace; and the day following^ ia 
company with Joihua Ely, went to Jacob 

Birdflial*s» 
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Birdflial's, in Amwell townfhip, Ncw-Jer- 
fey, and had a meeting in his barn^ which 
(being a wet time) was fmall : there are few 
here who profefs with us, fome of whom 
feem to have nothing more than the name. 
Next morning we called at the houie of an 
old profeffor; he and his wife were both 
ancient, but full of talk. I felt a defire to 
vifit them, and had a full time to clear my- 
felf, in a clofe and plain manner, though 
in loye to them. After which, going to 
JKingwood, or Bethlehem, attenoed two 
meetings there on firft day, when truth fa- 
voured in opening the ftates of the people 
in mercy to many \ which njay be of advan- 
tage, if rightly remembered. Then pro- 
ceeding to the Drowned^lands, fb called, 
had there a meeting with a few profeiTors, 
who feemed too much withered : then tak- 
ing another at Paulin's Kiln, to pretty good 
fatisfaiftion, returned to Kingwood monuly- 
moeting, then held at Hardwick: feveral 
hopeful young people belong thereto; the 
meeting was comfortable, friends rejoicing 
in the company one of another, and in the 
Lord, for his merciful regard. Next day I 
returned to Bethlphem, and from thence to 
Gwynedd meeting on firft day; after which 
I rode tp Uwchlan, about twenty-eight miles^ 
from thence home, where I found all well, 
having been abfent three weeks^ and rode 
about four hundred and fixteen 9u}€S in. this 
journey. , 

\ T3 Having 
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Having a draught of love, and a motioh 
therein, to vifit the monthly and particular 
meetings within our own quarter, on the 
Weft fide of Sufquehanna river, with the 
concurrence of our monthly-meeting on that 
occafion, I fat out from home on the feven^ 
teenth of the tenth month, in company with 
my brother-in-law, James Brown, who like- 
wife had the approbation 'of Goflien month* 
ly-meeting for this purpofe. We vifited 
the meetings at Pipe Creek, Bufh Creek, 
and Monaquafy, in' Maryland, in the firft 
of which the Lord was plcafed to favour in 
opening the ftate of friends to the tendering 
the hearts of many; the other was ^tif^ 
faftory, and the laft feemed to be a renewed 
vifitation to a raw declining people, feveral 
of whom were tendered, through the gra* 
cious long-fufFering of infinite goodnefs. 
We were next at the preparative meeting at 
Fairfax in Virginia ; then at Goofe Creek, 
wherein truth owned our fervice, to the 
comfort of the faithful. We then attended 
the meeting of minifters and ciders, alfo the 
monthly -meeting at Fairfax, likewife the 
firft-day meeting there, and one that evening 
in Francis Hague's houfe, whofe wife was 
indifpofed : feveral diforderly walkers being 
prefent, the Lord was pleafed to open, and 
give ability to fpeak to their flatcs in a mca- 
fure of his heart tendering love, to the 
feaehing the witoefs in fome. After this 
returning to the widow Janny's, we had' a 

precious 
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precious opportuity with her and children, 
to our mutual fatisfadtion . 

Our next meeting was at Pott's, near the 
South*mountain, which was open for doc- 
trine, feveral of other religious profeffions 
attending, who appeared loving, and well 
fatisfiedj then at^ Crooked-run, near the 
north branch of Shanandoa- river, in com- 
pany with feveral other friends from Penn- 
sylvania, fome of us being a committee 
appointed by our quarterly-meeting, the 
friends living here having requeued to have 
a meeting fettled among them. The op- 
portunity was to fome fatisfad:ion, there 
being fome young people, who, I hope, will 
grow in the truth, though fome of thofe 
who are elderly appear too fuperficial. From 
Jience we went to Hopewell prgparative 
meeting, alfo to a fmall meeting over the 
mountain near JefTe Pugh's; then we at- 
tended a feled: meeting at Hopewell, and at 
the fame place on firft day, which was large 
and folid, many therein being much ten- 
dered, to the praife of the Lord, whofe 
mercy endureth for ever ! In the evening 
we had alfo a fatisfaftory meeting at the wi- 
dow Lupton's, near Winchefter. Next day 
We' were at Hopewell monthly -meeting, 
where we found confiderable weaknefe, as 
to the practice of the discipline, on which 
account we had fome labour, to the comfort 
of the well-minded. On our return we 
had meetings at Mbnallan, Huntington, 
T 4 War- 
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Warrington/ and Newberry in York coutoty, 
Pennfylvania, and a feafonable opportunity, 
with friends in York-town j from whence I 
proceeded home, with a thankful mind, 
having travelled about four hundred miles in 
this journey. 

In the fpring of the year 1761, having 
an engageoient on my mind to vifit Barba- 
does, and fome of the adjacent iflands, 
I propofed the fame to my brethren at home 
for their weighty confideration, before 1 
afked for their certificate, who, after a time, 
exprefled their unity therewith, and gave 
me a certificate, to which the quarterly- 
meeting fignified their approbation. At our 
Bext yearly-meeting I laid my concern be- 
fore the miniflers and elders, when, for any 
thing that appeared, I had their unity and 
prayers. I came home intending to proceed 
before the winter fet in, and attended our 
general meeting at. Nottingham in the tenth 
month, but in a few days after was taken ill 
of a fcvcf, which, with bodily pain, and 
exercife of mind, reduced me to a very low 
and weak ftate; ^ but the Lord was pleafed. 
to give n^e inward ftrength, influencing my 
mind with love to all men, and great love 
tp the members of our religious fociety, the 
&SLtc whereof I faw in a clear manaer 1 and 
I fo far recovered as to attend our quarterly* 
meeting at London Grove, in th^ eleventh 

f See page 285. 

month. 
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month, at which I had an opportunity to 
clear myfelf, to my humble admiration, and 
was inwardly comforted. Soon after which 
(my concern for going to Barbadoes continur 
ing) I went tq Philadelphia to enquire for a 
paJIage, when my friends informed me of 
live veffels, three of which wtre near ready 
to fail ; but underilanding that all of them 
were prepared with guns for defence, I felt a 
&cret exercife on my mind, fo that I could not 
go to fee any of th.em, but kept quiet from 
iixth day evening until fecond day morning, 
when I went to the meeting of minifters and 
elders, where I had a lingular freedom to let 
friends know, ^ That I came to town in order 
^ to take my pafTage for Barbadoes, but foundt 

* jnyfelf not at liberty to go jn any of thole 
f veflels, becaufe they carried arms for de* 
i* fence : for as my motive in going, was to 
^i publifli " the glad tidings of the golpel, 
4^' which teacheth love to all men/' / 1 could 
^ not go with thofe who were prepared to 

* deftroy men, whom Chrift Jefus, our Lord 
^ and Mafter, laid down his life to fave and 
ii deliver from that fpirit in which wars and 
f fightings ftand.' I further added, ' If I 
^ had a concern to vifit in gofpel love thofe 

* now living at Pittlburgh, or Fort Da- 
^ quefne, do you think it would become 
^ me to go with a band of foldiers, as if I 
f wanted the arm of fiefh to guard me? 
^ Would it not be more becoming to go 

^ with 
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* with a few fimple unarmed men ? I now 

* tenderly defire your fympathy and advice/ 
One honeft friend faid, * Keep to the tender 

• fcruple in thy own mind^ for it rejoices 

• me to hear it ;' and feveral faid, * they 

• believed it would be beft for me to mind 

* my own freedom/ I then begged that 
friends would coniider weightily, whether it 
was right for any profeffing with us to be 
owners, or part owners, charterers, freight- 
ers'^ or infurers of fuch velTels that a friend 
could not be free to go paiTenger in on a 
gofpel meflage. And as I returned to my 
lodgings, I felt fo much peace of mind in 
thus -bearing my teftimony, "that I thought 
if all my concern ended therein, it was worth 
all my trouble, though at that time J did 
not think it would, yet was quite eafy to 
return home, and wait until my way ap- 
peared more open. And as my concern went 
oflF in this manner, I have been fince led to 
confider, that I could not have borne that 
teftimony fo fully and feelingly, if I had 
not been thus reftrained. ^^^ .The wifdom 
•< and judgments of the Lord are unfearch- 
*' able, and his ways paft finding out, and" 
** happy are they whc^ move at his com- 
'* mand, and ftand ftedfaft iii his counfel/* 

Our worthy friends John Stephenfon» 
Robert Proud, Hannah Harris, and Eliza* 
beth Wilkinfon, of Gneat Britain, being iii 
this country, % on a religious vifit, attended 
our yearly-meeting in Philadelphia this year, 

which 
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which was large, and favoured wijth hum- 
bling goodiiefs, and in a fcnfe of the Divine 
prefence, that .meeting ended very folidly. 
The fervices of thefe friends, I think, have 
been great amongfl: us in this land, both in 
their publick miniftry, alfo in the difciplinc 
of the church, and the remembrance there- \ 
of is precious, I believe, ta many, whom 
the Lord is preparing fox his v/ork. 

After this I fpcnt a confiderable time at 
and near home, except attending the quar- 
terly, yearly-meetings, and the general fpring- 
mjBetings, as they came in courfe; in the 
mean time being careful to frequent the 
meeting I belonged to. 

A new monthly-meeting being allowed to 
be eftabliflied at Uwchlan, in Chefter coun- 
ty, it arofe in my mind to falute friends 
there with an epiftle, a copy whereof I feiit 
to their firft meeting in the ^rft months 
1763* being as follows : 

* 'Dear Friends, * 

^^ » 

♦TN the gentle fpringing up of gofpel 

X * love and fellowfhip I falute you, my 

* dear brethren and fitters, and hereby let 

* you know, that it is my fervent defire and 
^ prayer, that you may individually attencl 

* to the gift of God in your own hearts^^ 

* and therein wait for the arifing of his purq 

* life and power, that therein and thereby 

* only, the affairs of the church may be 

* tranfa6le4 
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tranfa£ted to the honour of truth and your 

own peace and fafcty : for to fpeak in the 

church to the buiinefs and affairs of truthj^ 

bv the will, wifdoni, and power of man^^ 

(nowcver knowing he thinks himfelf) will 

lead into it's own nature, and in the end 

minifter ftrife and contention, and break 

thfe unity of the one fpirit, wherein the 

peace of the church ftands. Wherefore, I 

befeech you, beware thereof, and as I 

know there are among you fuch, whom 

the Lord by his Spiritj^ and the gentle 

operation of his power, is preparing for 

his own work, mind your calling, in deep 

humility, and holy attention of ibul ; for 

in your obedience oply, will you be eleded 

and chofen to the woi-k whereunto he hath 

called you : fo (hall you be made fliilful 

watchmen and watchwon^cn, placed on 

the walls of Zion to difcover the approach 

of an enemy, ia whatfbever fobtle ap-> 

pearance, and enabled to give warning 

thereof to others. May each of jrott ftatul 

upright in your own lots in the regenera* 

tion, waiting for the pouring forth of ihc' 

Spirit, and anointing of the Holy Ghoft, 

by the renewing whereof, a true qualifi^ 

cation is given in the influence of the love 

of the Father, rightly to overfee the flock 

and family of our God, amongft whom 

there are fome plants with you worthy of 

your care. 

'I (boulc^ 



OF JOHN CHURCHMAN, 2B5 

r * I fliould have been glad to have fat with 

* you, in your monthly-meeting, from the 

* fenfe of that love which I now renewedly 
f feel to ipring and flow towards you, but 

* cannot well leave home; I therefore, at 

* this time, in the pure refrefliing ftream 

* thereof, again falute you, and remain your 

* friend and brother, 

* John Churchman/ 

* Eaft Nottingham, 

* ifk month 4Ch, 1763/ 



. In the time of his illnefs in the year 1761, 
as mentioned in page 280, he uttered divers 
.weighty expreffions, fome of which were 
eoQimitted to writing by a friend who was 
prefent ; and being well worthy to be fur- 
ther preferved, are here inferted, viz, 
. In this ficknefs he was reduced very low, 
and fometimes faid it looked unlikely thai: 
.he (hould recover: in the fore part thereof 
he often mentioned his being in great po- 
verty of ipirit, faying, that before he was 
taken ilU he felt fuch deep diftrefs of mind, 
that he thought he was a cumber to the 
ground, and fcarcely worthy to partake >ljf 
the meanefl neceiTaries of life, that even 
bread and water feemed too good for him. 

On the fourth of the eleventh month, 
/our friends being preient^ he fpake in a 

very 
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.very awful frame of mind nearly as follows : 

* Such build on a fandy foundation who 

* refufe paying that which is called the pro- 

* vixicial or Icing's tax, only becaufe fome 

* others fcruple paying it^ whom they efteem, 

* yet I have now clearly feen, as well as 

* heretofore, that the teftimony of truth, 

* if deeply attended too, will not be found 
' to unite with warlike meafures : and that 

* it will^ in the Lord's time, be exalted 

* above all oppofition, and come to poffefs 

* even the gates of it's enemies ; though it 

* may appear mean and contemptible in the 

* eyes of Ibme now-a-days, as the conduft 

* of our primitive friends did, in divers re- 

* fpedls in the world's view. And whofocver 

* continues to trample upon or defpife the 
^ tender fcruples of their brethren, in rc- 

* lation to tneir clearnefs concerning war, 

* will certainly find it a weight too heavy 

* for them to bean 

* My teftimony on this account, fo far 

* as I have borne it, yields me fatisfaition 

* at this time : and the painful fteps I have 
' taken, orirofldryoccafions, both in publick 

* and private, to dilcharge my , confciqnce 

* in the fight of God, in giving faithful 

* warnings to my brethren and conntrymeh, 

* both in a civil and religious capacity, af- 
*^ ford me comfort in this diftrcffing ieafbn. 

* I have clearly feen, and the profpedk^at 
'* this time adds^ divine ftrength to my foul, 

^ that the God xff Truth is determined, in 

« due 
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due time^ to exalt the mountain of his 
holinefs above alL the hills of an empty 
profefiion ; and all fuch who (hall be ad- 
mitted as clean inhabitants thereon^ he 
wills them to be quite clean handed -, and 
that they (hould become fubjeft to the 
Lamb's nature in every refpe<a, and not 
{hake hands with that nature which would 
tear and devour, nor in any (hape contri- 
bute to the price of bjood/ 
At another time he faid, * I have been 
ledy in the prefent difpenfation allotted 
me, to behold the fituation of divers par- 
ticular friends, to whom I feel ardent af- 
fedtion, who feem to have given, or fold 
away, for this world's friendfliip, the tef- 
timony they (hould have borne for the 
Prince of Peace, who is the High Prieft 
of our profeffion ; and, for fear of break- 
ing an outfide unity, which will furely 
come to be broken, that the true unitv in 
the bond of peace may be exalted, nave 
adted contrary to the former fight of their 
duty, and are thereby become halt, and 
dimfighted in feveral refpedts; fuch, though 
they ilill ieem to ddire it, cannot attain, 
to. the fpotlefs beauty of truth, nor ap- 
proach to the top of the mountain : on 
whofe account I am afraid that forae of 
them will never recover their formdP 
fkrength, nor attain to that- dignity the 
truth would have placed upon them, if 
they had been faithful: the fituation of 

* whom 
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* whom I liave bewailed with anxiety of 
^ mibd. I have been from my youth up 
^ accuftomed to forrow, and am a man ac-^ 
< quainted with grief, and now remarkably : 

* me lives of my brethren, and of all men, 

* appear exceeding precious in my fight* It 

* looks doubtful whether I iQiall ever fee 

* my friends met in a quarterly-rmeeting 

* again^ yet, if it be the will of Divine 

* Providence, I much defire it; having hcre- 

* tofore, through a timorous difpofition, lefl 

* I £bould offend fome, and for fear of the 

* frowns of elder brethren, concealed fome 

* things I fhould have declared. And if I 
^ fliould now never more have a publick 

* opportunity, I fpeak this in your hearing, 

* to let it be known that I am ftill a well- 

* wi(her to all men, and that my integrity 

* to the teftimony of truth, a£;ainft all con- 

* nedlions with wars and fighting, is now 

* full as ftrong, or ilronger than ever/ 

On fecond day morning, the ninth of the 
eleventh month, he faid to this eifcft, vir. 

* I have been led to fee the neceflity there 

* is for friends to beware of the cuflom of 

* drinking drams, or Arong fpirits mixed; I 

* have for many years rarely taken any, ex- 
^ cept on particular occafions, and then but 
^ a very fifnall quantity/ It is my judgment, 

^ that the Icfs any of us accuftom ourfelves 

* to the ufe of thofe fpirits, the better it 

* would be for our conftitutions in general. 
« I believe it is not confiftent with the will 

* of 
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of Divine Providence, that the courfe of 
nature ihould be obftrudted and changed, 
and our animal fplrits corrupted, through 
the unnatural warmth of fpirituous li- 
quors. 

* From my prefent fenfe and feeling of 
that regular temperance which is truly 
pleafing in the eyes of Heaven, I have 
mourned that the ufe of ftrong drink 
fliould become fo prevalent amongft us, 
who make fo high a profeffion; whofe 
bodies fhould be temples of the Holy 
Ghoft, and fhould not be defiled, or tainted 
with any degree of intemperance. In har- 
f eft there is- generally plenty of other re- 
freshment, which would keep the bodies? 
of men as ftrong, and as capable to per- 
form hard labour : witnefs tne health and 
ftrength of our forefathers in the firft fet- 
tlement of this country, when ftrong li* 
quors were very little ufed amongft them. 
^ Alas! how dimnefs has overtaken us, 
when we compare ourfelves, and our prac- 
tices, with the temperance and moderation 
of our forefathers, and the early fettlers 
of this province! how fumptuous now are 
the tables, how rich and coftly the appa- 
rel, the diet, and the furniture, of many 
of our friends, even in the country ; but 
more efpecially in the city ! How is the 
fimplicity and plainnefs of truth departed 
from, and pomp and fplendid appearances 
taken their place! And how much coft 
U ' apd 
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*. and time might be fpafcd from nccdlcfs 
^ things^ and applied to better ufes, to the 

* bettering of our country, and helping to 

* turn away the judgment which hangs over 

* us, in part occafioned by thefe things. 

' I defite that my grandchildren may be 

* brought up in a plain fimple way, accuf- 

* tomed to indilftry, and fome ufeful bufi- 

* nefs in the creation ; not aiming at great 

* cftateaf nor following others in that way; 
*' but give them ufeful learning; and rather 

* chufe hufbandry, and a plain calling for 

* them, in the country, than endeavour to 

* promote them to ways of merchandize : 

* for according to my obferyation from my 

* youth up, the former is lefs dangerous, 

* and lefs corrupting. I obferved when I 
^ was in England, that fome of the greateft 

* and wifeft men, in a religious fenfe, were 
1 brought up at the plough tail, or in fome 
< laborious occupation ; where the mind i^ 

* Ichr liable to be diverted from an awful 
^ fonfe of the Creator, than in an eafy idle 
f education. How many great men there are, 
« whom I could name, whofe way of living 
f is mean and homely, in this world's ac-« 
^ count, fo that they have little more than 

* real 6eceffity requires ; and yet they are 

* rich in the beft fenfe.' 

The next day, beiAg aiked how he was, 
he feid nearly as follows: * I have flept 
« fweetly, and foem much refreihed ; and 
f though 1 fed . ntyfelf very weak in body, 

* I anir 
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I am .full of Divine coniblation, having 
never before had fnch profpe€ks of hea- 
venly things : it feems even as though my 
foul was united in chorus with glorifieci 
faints and angels, both fleeping and wak- 
ing. I now believe I fhall recover, and 
that this ficknef^ did not happen to me 
altogether on my own account. My way 
to recover is to be induftrious and d^igcnt 
in what I believe is required of me : I 
have many meflages to deliver, both in 
publick, and privately to divers friends, 
whom I have fcen to have miffed their 
way, and have in a great meafure deprived 
themfelves of the beauty wherewith an 
humble abiding in the truth would have 
dignified them: and fome of my elder bre- 
thren, for whom I feel an uncommon 
nearnefs of affcdion, their lives never ap- 
peared to be more near to me, and I dare 
not conceal counfel from tnem, whether 
they will hear or forbear. Yea, I thought 
laft night, I had a clear profped: of the 
fituations of many within the verge of 
Our quarterly-meeting; it feemed as though 
the inward ftates of particulars were opened 
to me in full view ; the pure life, in the 
brightnefs of religion., never appeared tp 
be more precious ; an uncommon earneft- 
nefs attends my mipd, for the recovery of 
the rebellious, hypocritical, and back- 
Aiding profeffors of all ranks amongft us : 
and iJF I get to our quarterly- oiee ting, 
U X * (which 
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(which I believe I fhall) and can have 
time allowed me when there, I have 
tidings, important tidings, as from a dy- 
ing man, to many particulars. I have ken 
the myftery of the three days, or the 
prophet's laying three days and three nights 
in the belly of the fifli. A wicked and 
adulterous generation are now, as well as 
formerly, feeking for a fign to things 
fpokcn clofely^ but no fign fhall be given 
them, fave the. fign of the prophet Jonah.' 
Our Saviour's fufferings for miankind, and 
afterwards defcending into the bowels of 
the earth, prefigured that his followers 
mufi:, after his pattern, defcend into fpi- 
ritual baptifm, that they may rife again, 
freed from the dregs of nature, and from* 
the corruptions of the creaturely paflions, 
before they can be qualified to fee, and 
fuitably to adminiiter, to the ftates of 
others. I have likewife feen the myftery 
of Ezekicl's fuflFerings, and bearing the 
fins of the houfe of Ifracl for the. fpace 
of 390 days, which being accompliihed,' 
he was commanded to turn on the other 
fide, and to bear the fins of Judah forty | 

days, for the corruptions of that princel3r 
tribe, who fhould have been as way-marks 
to others. My ftatc: has been for fcvcral* 
years paft, my deep baptifms, and painful 
fittings in our meetings, like bearmg the 
rod of the wicked ; in which difpenfation 
I have been fometimes ready to conclude 

^ with 
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' with Elijah, that the altars" were thrown 
^ down^ and the Lord's prophets flain, and 
^ I, a mean, worthlefs fervant, left alone, 
^ and that my life was fought alfo. I have 
^ now feen the ufe of thoie difpenfations to 
^ me, with the ufe of my late ficknefs, 
' whereby I am reduced to great weaknefs 
of body I that I might be as a fign to 
this generation, and, as with the mouth 
of a dying man, utter tidings without fear 
of giving offence : tidings which I have 
heretofore concealed, through a timorous 
difpofition. I have feen at this feafon that 
the Lord hath preferved a living number 
in Ifrael, who have not bowed the knee 
to Baal, or the god of this world; I»1iave 
alfo feen the conditions of many who 
have worshipped ftrange gods ; and the 
corruption even of fome who have aflumed 
the ftation of minifters in our fociety; 
how they are deceived fo far as to believe 
a lye; have feen lying vifions, and have 
caufed the weak to ftumblc;: they have 
been fpeaking peace to the people as in 
the Lord's name, when it was only a flafh 
pr divination of their own brain; which 
has tended to corruption and putrefaction 
in the churthes. And I have feen how 
thaf^many little ones have, laid groaning, 
as under the burden and oppreffion of 
thefe things; whofe day of redemption 
draweth near, when they fhall be made 
by the Almighty, as bright ikrs in the 
y 3 * iirma- 



294 The LIFE and TRAVELS 

firmament of his pc^wcr; and thofe wh(^ 
are corrupt, and fettled on their lees, fliall 
be puniihed. In this difpenfation I have 
abundantly witneffed the incomes of that 
peace and love which pafleth all under- 
ftanding ; neither my tongue nor capacity 
are able to fet forth the bowels of com-^ 
paflion which I livingiy feel to flow to- 
wards die whole bulk of mankind^ and 
eipeciaily to my brethren in profeflion. 
Yea, it feems as though no aiHid:ion 
would be too great to endure for their 
fakes, if it might be a means to have fome 
of them (whofe situation I have now been 
led to behold as particulars) reftored to 
their former greennefs and fpiritual health, 
from whence they have fallen, and dim- 
nefs has overtaken them. And though 
my outward man feems almoft wafted, my 
fpirit is Arovkg in the Lord, and, in the 
inexprefiible ftrength of aiFed:ion, I have 
found my fpirit led from place to pl^c 
over the CQuntry, to vifit the fouls in pri^ 
fon. Yea, I have beheld the dawning 
of that precious morning, wherein cor- 
ruption fliall be fwept away from tjj^ 
church, and righteoufnefs and truth b<%in^ 
to flourifli greatty. The day items to me to' 
be at hand; and what if I fay, I have a 
degree of faith that fbme of the children ^ 
oow born may live to fee it. Through 
innQcent boWnefe, my face ncm feems to - 
be «fi bra& ; aiid> ia the openings of the - 

• vifion 
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vifion of life, I think I could utter gofpel^ 
truths, gnd difcover the myftery of ini-^ 
quity which I havfe feen, without fearing 
any mortal tnzn. I may be iraifed to live 
a while longer, though to die now would 
be a welcome rgleaie to me : yep, I could 
not defire to live, but for "the longiqgs pf 
foul, and pantings of heart, which I feel 
towards the precious feed in mafiy whom 
I have now been led in fpirit to vifit. t 
have beheld their fituation to \)o 4B lumps,* 
taken or. cut out from th? bowels of their 
mother the earth, though inuch hidden 
from the view of mortals 5 and are terp- 
pering ^nd fafhioning by the Divine Pot- 
ter, in diiFerent Aiapes, for divers ufes; 
and I hgve feen that the Pptter's power is 
fufficient to pick out, and take away, 
every gravel and little pebble of natvre. 
Many I have beheld in this iitHs^tioa^ fe| 
by (as it were) out of fight to dry, until 
all the dampnefs and natural n>oifture is 
removed from them; nqt being y?t fitted 
to undergo the operation of biirning; hut, 
when prppprly prepared, iod thoroughly 
dried, m;4ny wiU b? brought to thei^rei 
burned, *nd glazed, fo |ha( they njay re-» 
tein the Hqupr or wine of thp kingdom 
with a fweet tsite, wifhouf any (kgree of 
taint, Pf nwfeoiiis {tmlW 
On. the twflfih ©f thg c^venth rfhont^, 
mfly in the morning, he ipaji^ 10 jjjis 
piwrpple; * I belicye I ixwift mditaiffm H> go 
:; ^ . U 4 Mo 
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* to our quarterly-meeting, (which began 

* the foiirtecntli) although as to bodily 
^ ftrength I am very weak. There my mind 
^ is remarkably, fleeping and waking : there 

* I hope to be relieved of fome things which 

* fcem to remain like a fire in my bones. I 

* dare not forbear ; I know it is the way for 

* me to recover my ftrength outwardly, and to 

* be eafed of that which is a heavy burden 

* inwardly : I fee I muft go, and believe I 

* fhall recruit, and gain ftrength every day/ 
(Which was the cafe accordingly). He fur- 
ther faid, * My mind has, for feveral days, 

* been attended with an uncommon fweet- 

* nefs, the like I never knew for fo long 

* together ; with a fucceflion of foul-melt- 
^ ing profpeifts. I have freedom to relate 
f what I had a fight of this morning before 

* day, as I lay in a fweet flumber ;* (which 
was nearly in thefe words, viz) * I thought 

* I faw Noah's ark floating on the deluge, 
^ or flood, with Noah and his family in it^ 
^ and, looking earneftly at it, I beheld the 
^ window of the ark, and faw Noah put out 

* the dove, and I beheld her flying to and 
^ fro for fome time; but, findjuig no reft 

* for the foul of her foot, I thought (he 
^ returned, and I faw Noah's hand put forth 
^ to take her in again. After fome time I 

* thought I beheld her put forth a fecond 
^ time, and a raven with her ; the dove fled 

* as before for fomfc time, and then I faw 

* her return with a green olive leaf in hco 

* mouth, 
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* mouth, as a welcome token of the flood's 
< being abated : I thought I faw alfo the 
^ raven fly, cawking, to and fro, butiie di4- 
' not return; and it came into my mind^ 

* this is a ravenous bird, and feeks only 

* for prey to fatisfy its own ftomach, other- 

* wife he might have returned to the ark 

* with good tidings, or fome pleafant token, 

* as well as the dove. Again, after a fliort 

* fpace, I thought I beheld the mountain 

* tops, and fome of the tree tops, begin- 

* ning to appear above the waters, and that 
^ I could perceive the flood abate very faft; 
« and as the waters fell away, I faw the 

* trees began to bud, and a gradual grecn- 

* nefs of new leaves came upon them ; and 

* I heard the voice of the turtle, and faw 

* many fymptoms of a pleafant and happy 
^ feafon approaching, more than I can now 

* relate : and the profpeft thereof ravifhed 
^ my foul. I beheld the trees bloflbming, the 

* fragrant vallies adorned with grafs, herbs, 

* and pretty flowers, and the pleafant flreams 

* gufhing down towards the ocean. Indeed^ 
' all nature appeared to have a new drefs : 
f the birds were hopping on the boughs of 

* the trees, and cnirping; each, in their 

* own notes, warbled forth the praife of 

* their Creator. And whilfl: I beheld thefe 

* things, a faying of the prophet was 

* brought frefh in my memory, and appli- 

* cable, as I thought, to the view before 
^ me, viz. ^^ The mountains and the hills 

'' ihall 
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*' fhall break forth before you into finging; 
^' jind all the trees of the field fhall clap 
*^ their hands. Inftead of the thorn (hall 
*' come up the fir-tree, and inftead of the 
*' brier fliall come up the myrtle-tree : and 
*' it /hall be to the Lord for a name, for an 
" cverlafting fign, that fhall not be cut ofT.'^ 
See Ifaiah, Iv. 12, 13. 

* When I awoke, the profpcdi remained 
^ clear in my mind, and I had a fweet relifh, 

* which now continues with mc; and the 

* application of the vifion feems to me in 
^ this manner : the flood which appeared to 
' cover the face of the earth, is the corrup- 

* tion and darknefs which is fo prevalent 

* over the hearts of mankind ; the ark re- 

* prcfents a place of fafe (though fblitary) 

* refuge^ wherein the Almighty preferves 

* his humble attentive people, who, like 

* Noah, are aiming at perfection in their 

* generation. The dove fets forth the in-^ 

* noccnt, harmlefs, and loving difpofition; 

< which attends the followers of the Lamb^ 

* who are always willing to bring good ti-^ 

* dings, when fuch arje to be had. Th<j 

* raven rcprcfents a contrary, difpofition^ 
^ which reigns in the hearts of the children 

* of difobcdience, who chiefly- aim at gra- 
^ tifying their own fenfual appetites. The 
' waters gradually abating, the trees appear-^ 

* ing, and afterwards budding, the voice of 
^ the turtle, and > the plaifiMit notes of thft 

< birds^ all ieem clear. to me^ to prelage the 
. • ' * approach 
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* approach of that glorious morning, whcre- 

* in corruption and iniquity fhall begin to 

* abate, and be fwept awaj : and then every 

* thing fhail appear to have a new dreft, I 

* am fully confirmed in the belief, that that 
' ieafbn will approach, which was foretold 

* by the prophet, wherein the glory of thi 

* Lord ihall cover the earth, as the waters 

* cover the fea; and in a fenfe of thefc 

* things, my foul is overcome. I feel the 

* loving-kindnefs of the Lord Almighty, 
^ yet waiting for the return of backfliders 

* with unfpeakable mercy ; and my foul, in 

* a fenfe of it, feems bound ftronger than 
^ ever, in the bonds of a gofpel travail; 

* which travail, I hope, will encrcafe, and 

* fpread amongft the faithful, for the en- 

* largement of the church ; that the nations 

* may flock unto Sion ; which (hall become 

* an eternal excellency, even the joy of the 

* whole earth/ 

Again he exprefled his having a profpeft 
of the morning, and faid, * The day-ftar is 

* rifen, which prefages the approach of the 

* morning: I have feen it in its luftre, and 

* have a lively fenfe of that faying being 
' again fulfilled in the new creation: (fee 
' Job xxxviii. y.) " The morning ftars 
** fang together, and the fons of God 
" fhouted for joy." ' I have heard their 
^ found intelligibly, and my heart is com- 
' for ted therein. The potftierds of the 
^ earth may clafh together for a fcafon ; but 

• the 
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* the Lord in due time will bring about 

* the reformation. The predictions of arch- 

* bi(hop Uiher (mentioned in the preface 

* to Sewell's Hiftory) have come frefli in 
^ my memory, and nearly correspond with 

* the fenfe I have^ that a fharp and trying 

* difpenfation is to come upon the profef- 

* fors of Chriftianity; wherein the honeft 

* and upright-hearted fhall be hid, as under 
' the hollow of the Lord's hand; when 

* rent3» divifions, and commotions, fhall 

* encreafe among the earthly-minded, and 

* one branch of a family be at ilrife with 

* syiother, like the daughterr in-law againft 

* the mother-in-law, &c. and happy will 

* it be for thofe who endeavour to iland 

* ready for the approach of fuch a difpe«if 
^ fation/ 
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CHAP. vn. 

Hts vifit to the quarterly-meeting at Salem^ 
and the general meetings at UwchJan and 
Gojhen^ in 1764. — His attendance of the 
yearly -- meeting in Philadelphia j 1767— 
And the general meeting at Cisecil in Ma-- 
ryland. — a he death of bis wife. — His vijit 
to divers ' meetings in Chejier and Rucks 
Counties — To the yearly-meeting in Mary^ 
land — Alfo to fever al meetings in New^ 
yerfey — And fome others in Tork County^ 
Pennfylvania — Aljh to Fairfax^ &c. in 
Virginia. 

IN the fpring of the year 1764, I ac- 
quainted my friends that I had a defire to 
attend the quarterly-meeting at Salem, in 
New-Jerfey; wherewith having their con- 
currence, on the feventeenth of the fifth 
month I left home, and went to Wilming- 
ton ; and next day, in company with feverai 
friends, from thence by water, to our friend 
Jofhua Thompfon's, at the mouth of Salem- 
Creek. At the meeting of minifters and 
elders we were comforted together, through 
the goodnefs of the Lord. On firft day 
there was a large gathering of a mixed mul- 
titude, and quiet, the Divine power being 
felt, and gofpel truths preached; bv the 
influence of the love whereof many nearts 
were tendered : though I thought the beauty 

and 
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and fbkmnity of the meeting was s^ little 
marred by ao appearance that was continued 
too long. To begin in the life, and con- 
clude in the power and life, is becoming a 
nuniHer of the gofpel. 

On fecond day morning the meeting of 
minifters and elders was again hdd ; it was 
a precious inflruc^ve feafon in the love of 
Chrift, our holy Head, by which the hum- 
ble were united. Afterwards we had a large 
meeting for publick worfhip, wherein the 
teftimony of truth flowed freely; the call 
to the miniftry, and qualification neceflary 
to preach the gofpel> being clearly fet forth. 
In hpmble admiration I could rencwedly 
acknowledge, * Thou art, O liord ! ftrength 

• in our weaknef^, mouth and wifdom, yea 

• all things, to thy humble depending fer- 

• vant^> whofe tru£k is on thee, waiting for 

• thy putting forth in the way, and gently 
f going before them> bleflcd be thy holy 

• name for ever !' In tranfading the affairs 
of the difcipltne a fpirit of brotherly love 
prevailed. The youth's meeting at Pilef- 
grove was alfo large and edifying, the great 
Shepherd of Ifrael being plcafed to flretch 
forth the crook of his love^ for gathering 

. of the flraying youth from purfuing after 
lying vanities and worldly pleafures ; minif- 
tering reproof to hypocrites and formal pro- 
feflbrs» yet comforting his children and 
humble dependent followers, to the praiie 
of his own eternal name. The meeting of 

minif- 



OF JOHN CHURCHMAN. 303 

minifters and ciders fat again by adjourn- 
ment, when we had an uniting parting fea- 
fon. 1 returned to my friend Jofhua Thomp* 
fon's, next day to a meeting at Wilmington, 
and in the evening home, being thankful 
that I had been enabled to perform this 
fmall journey. 

After which, having a ftrong defire to 
attend the general meetings at Goftien and 
Uwchlan, on the eighth of the fixth month 
my dear wife and I left home, though I was 
very unwell with a cold, taken in my return 
from Salem, and a fever attending me every 
day. We attended Uwchjan meeting on 
£rft day, alfo one in the evening, at the 
houle of our brother, Daniel Brown; which 
was dull and exercifing, from a fenfe of 
the prevalence of a fpirit which leads many 
into forgetfulnefs of God, after the vanities^ 
love and plcafures of this pcriftiing world. 
Next day the general meeting at Gofhen was 
rery large, and much difturbed by the go- 
ing out and coming in of many, butf. 
through Divine goodnefs, it came to a bet- 
ter fettlemcnt before it concluded; when (o^ 
Hd friends, in a degree of the renewing of 
the Lord'js comforting love, were refrefhed 
in him and one another ; a vifitation being 
continued to the youth, the praifq whereof 
belongs to the great Author of all good ! 

The general meeting at. Uwchlan on the 
day following was alfo large, and meafura- 
bly attended with (he owaings o£ truthi 

under 
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under the influence of which, admonitioil 
and counfel flowed freely to the youth, the 
Divine witnefs in feveral of whom was 
reached, and the name of the Lord praifed, 
who is for ever worthy ! 

In thefe large meetings, as on all other 
fuch occafions, it is neccflary, in order for a 
proper qualification to minifler to the peo- 
ple, humbly to wait to know the inward 
life and baptizing virtue of the fpirit and 
power of Jefus Chrifl:, our all in all, with- 
out whofe help we can never do his work 
to his praiie, but, inftead of gathering the 
fiock, we (hall minifter to their fcattering 
from the true place of feeding. After be- 
ing at the preparative meeting at Eafl;-Calne, 
and a meeting at Uwchlan„ we returned 
home, thankful to the Lord, who had mer- 
cifully fupported us in this fmall journey; 
both of us being weakly, and indifpofed in 
health. 

In the ninth month, 1767, I attended 
our yearly-meeting in Philadelphia, which 
held a week ; all the fittings whereof, both 
for worfhip and difcipline, were, through 
the overfhadowing of Divine favour, infl:ruc- 
tive to the humble waiters; and the tefti- 
mony of truth, particularly againft the un- 
juft and unrighteous practice of flave-keep- 
ing, greatly prevailed : and friends were 
fully cautioned againft bequeathing by will^ 
as (kves to their pofterity, the poor negroes, 
their fellow-creatures ; it being an unlawful 

aft 
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ad in the fight of the great and righteous 
Parent of all mankind. This meeting con- 
cluded with a degree of awe and reverence, 
under the fweetening influence of the Fa- 
ther's love. I returned home to our gene- 
ral meeting at Nottingham, which was held 
on the fourth and fifth days of the tenth 
month. 

. After which, having a ftrong dcfire to 
attend the general meeting at Caecil in Ma- 
ryland, I fat out, in company with feveral 
other friends, and reached the firft fitting 
of the meeting, which was fmall and dull. 
The publick meeting next day was very 
large, and attended with fome fatisfaftion ; 
thoie of other focicties who were there 
were moflly pretty quiet. At the meeting of 
minifters and elders the want of folid elders 
being evident, the confideration thereof was 
propofed to the quarterly-meeting, which 
* was held in the afternoon of the fame day $ 
when it was recommended to the monthly- 
meetings to obfervc the direftions of the 
yearly-meeting, to chufe well qualified folid 
friends for that weighty ftation. 

The meeting for publick worfhip was 
again large, being attended by many of other 
focieties ; and my brother, William Brown, 
was largely opened in doftrine, to the edifi- 
cation of the auditory : after which I had a 
fliort teftimony, tending to clofe the fore- 
going. In the meeting for difcipline I had 
occafion to lament, that there were too few 
X whp 
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who feelingly underftood the weight of fuch 
meetings, or were clean handed to move 
therein, either to their own profit, or the 
help of .their brethren ; yet there are a few 
who feem to be under a preparation for the 
work, and I hope will grow in their gifts. 
On third day morning bufinefs began again, 
and ended full as w?ll as I expected. I 
thought the Lord was mercifully pleafed to 
open confiderable inftruftion to fuch among 
them who had ears to hear, and hearts 
difpofed to receive it. The meeting for 
worfhip held that afternoon was not fo large 
as on the other two days ; the fervice there- 
of lay weightily on me, and I had a full 
opportunity to relieve my mind towards the 
people, in opening to them the nature and 
ground of fpiritual worfhip and true prayer, 
alfo the true call and qualification for gofpel 
miniftry: declaring what it was to " live of 
** the gofpel," in oppofition to a forced 
maintenance : truth favoured, and the peo- 
ple were folid, feveral being much reached; 
the meeting ending to fatisfaftion, with a 
fenfe of humble thankfgiving in many hearts 
to the Lord, whofe mercies through Chrift 
Jefus are, to his people, yea and amen for 
ever. 



His wife being under many years affliaion 
with a cancer on her head, which was now 

fo 
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fo greatly encreafed, as to require his daily 
afFedlionate attendance, confined him moftly 
at home until after her deceafe, which was 
on the feventh month, 1770. She was a 
iteady exemplary, friend ; concerning whom 
the monthly-meeting of Nottingham give 
the following teftimony : 

* Our friend Margaret Churchman was 

* born (of believing parents, William and 

* Efther Brown, who lived at Chichefter, 

* in the county of Chefter, in Pennfylvania) 

* the thirteenth of the firft month, 1706-7 ; 

* her father removing with his family into 

* Maryland, near Sufquehanna, died before 
*' fhe was ten years old. In the twenty- 

* third year of her age, fhe entered into a 

* marriage ftate with John Churchman, of 

* Nottingham, and being religioufly inclined 

* from her childhood, became a diligent 
'* feeker after that bread which nourifhes 
' the inward man, and thereby grew in re- 
\ ligion ; and about the thirty-fourth year 

* of her age, it pleafed the Lord to put her 

* forth in the miniftry, in which fhe was 

* frequently exercifed to the comfort and 

* edification of the churches where fhe yi- 

* fited, in this and the fouthern provinces ; 

* being delivered in a degree of life, and 

* gofpel fweetnefs, in pertinent expref- 

* fions, free from unbecoming geflures. She 

* was an example in plainnefs, a diligent 
^ atteuder of meetings, and an humble 

X z * waiter 
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^ waiter therein ; ferviceable in meetings of 

* bufinefs, having a good fenfe of difcipline, 
' with a becoming zeal to fupport the tef- 

* timony of truth in its various branches ; 

* and ufeful in the weighty fervice of vifit- 

* ing families. 

* In the latter part of her life fhe was for 

* many years afflidled with a cancer on her 

* head, which flic bore with remarkable pa- 

* tience, refignation, and innocent chearful- 

* nefs, attending meetings, to the admira- 

* tion of many who knew her difeafe; 

* which, notwithflanding various applica- 

* tions, fo encreafed, that flie became too 

* weak to attend meetings fome time before 

* her deceafe ; yet flie retained her love to 

* truth and friends to the laft ; and in the 

* fixty-fourth year of her age, being a mi- 

* nifter about thirty years, flhe departed this 

* life, on the twenty-eighth of the feventh 
^ month, 1770, and was buried on the thir- 

* tieth, in friends burying-ground at Eafl- 
^ Nottingham, attended by many friends and 
' neighbours, at which time we had a folid 
^ iatisfa<3:ory meeting. 

Given forth by our monthly- meeting held 

* at Eaft-Nottingham, the twenty-feventh 

* of the feventh month, 1771, and figned 

* on behalf thereof, by 

* Samuel England, Idg^j^s * 

* Rebecca TrimbItEj J 

Having 
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Having an inclination to attend Chcftcr 
quarterly-meetings, alfo feme meetings with- 
in the verge thereof, with the concurrence 
of friends, I fat out on the firft of the fe- 
cond month, 1771, attended New-Garden 
monthly-meeting next day, in which the 
love of our merciful Father was mcafurably 
felt, to the comfort of the humble in heart; 
and on firft day at Birmingham ; on the next 
had a meeting in the houfe of Richard 
Downing, at Mil town, with people of va- 
rious forts: the Lord was pleafed to affift 
with wifdom and ability, in meafure, to di*- 
vide his word in reproof, counfel, admoni- 
tion and caution, to the praife of his own 
name. On third day at Pikeland was a 
pretty full meeting, though a very cold day: 
truth was felt to be near us. A profitable 
opportunity wa& had alfo in the family of 
the widow Meredith; (he, being weakly^ 
did not get out to their meeting. Next day 
had a cold ride to Nantmell, where was a 
large full meeting, and, I believe, beneficial 
to many prefent, by the tendering goodnefs 
of the bleffed Shepherd of fpiritual Ifrael ; 
the crook of whofe heavenly love is ftill 
ftretched forth to his fheep, who arc not yet 
acquainted with the true fold of reft, and 
fafe feeding-place: his own works praife 
him. Uwchlan monthly-meeting on the 
day following was a laborious feafon, yet, 
through Divine favour, made comfortable to 
the weary travellers ; who had to rejoice to- 
X 3 - gether 
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gether in a participation of the confolation 
of Ifrael, and therein to worfhip his name, 
who is worthy for ever. Gofhcn monthly- 
meeting was alfo laborious : when former 
experience is fed upon, or the love or ho- 
nour' of the wprld and flefhiy eafe takes 
place, a fpirit grows up in the church which 
cannot judge for God and his truth; for 
the judgment is his, in whofe fear his chil- 
dren are made to rejpice, when his prefence 
is known, and his humbling goodnefs ma- 
nifefted to his people. On firft day I was 
at Middletown meeting, in which there 
feemed to be a tender vifitatioji and call to 
the youth, to acquaint themfelves with the 
God of their fathers, his love being meafur- 
ably witnefled among us. The quarterly- 
meeting for Chefter, held at Concord, was 
folid and edifying, through the extending of 
the heavenly Father's love to the children of 
his family. . From thence I w^nt to Wil- 
mington, vifited fome of my acquaintance, 
and had a comfortable fitting in the family 
of David Ferrifs, hisf fon Benjamin being 
ill of a confumption; I alfo attended the 
monthly-meeting, which, though a fearch- 
ing time, was I believe to the comfort and 
edificatiofi of many; the uniting love of 
truth being experienced, refted on friends 
in the time of the bufinefs. After which 1 
went to the monthly-meetings at Center 
and Bradford, and from thence to our quar-^ 
terly-meeting at LondonrQroyc ^ then re- 

twrne4 
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turned home, having great peace in per- 
forming this journey, and being favoured 
with ability, felt a degree of reverent thank- 
fulnefs to the Lord, who is all things to 
his fervants, who truly abide in nothingnefs 
oi felf ; he is therefore worthy of all obe- 
dience and honour for ever. 

On the twenty-firft of the third month I 
left my habitation, in order to attend our 
general fpring-meeting at Philadelphia; in 
my way called at Wilmington, and was at 
the burial of Benjamin Ferrifs before-men- 
tioned. Our fpring-meeting was to me very 
comfortable, in a fenfe of the living pre- 
fence of the holy Head of the church, in 
,which his true children were edified, and 
ftrengthened, and mutually comforted one in 
another ; bleiTed be his name for ever ! 

At this meeting the brethren, both mi-^ 
nifters and elders, apprehend it their duty, 
in thq love of Chrift, to appoint fuch who 
are willing to give up their names to attend 
the feveral large or general meetings, which 
come in courfe in the enfuing fummer before 
:Our yearly-meeting; to which they are ex- 
rpedled to give fome account of the meet*?* 
:ings fo attended by them : and feeling a 
fmall draught in my mind to be at that 
at Duck-Creek, I gave in my name to at- 
tend it. 

On my return from Philadelphia I fat 

.with friend^ at their weekrday meeting in 

Wilmington, which, thro.ugh the continued 

X 4 ^opdneft 
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goodneifs of the Lord, was in fome meafare 
a profitable feafon, I hope, to many. Here 
I felt a ftrong defire to fee the friends toge- 
ther who are owners of the grift-mills lately 
built at and near Brandywine, and, upon 
notice thereof, they met the fame afternoon, 
at the houfe of Daniel Byrnes; when I had 
an opportunity to difcharge my mind in an 
affe(^ionate manner of what had impreffed 
it towards them, which they appeared to 
receive in a degree of the fame love 5 and, 
as I believe it came from the Author of all 
good, who is alone worthy of praife, a 
blefEng may attend that oppprtunity, if 
rightly remembered. 

On the twenty- fixth of the fourth month, 
being accompanied by a friend and neigh- 
bour, I went to Duck-Creek, and was at the 
monthly-meeting there the next day, which ^ 
was heavy, occafioned by the prevalence of 
a formal, lukewarm, worldly ipirit, over 
many of the profeflbrs belonging thereto, 
but, through the long-fufFering and conti- 
nued mercy of God, there feemed to be a 
renewed awakening vifitation to fome. The 
meeting on firft day was very large, the 
Lord being mercifully pleafed to open the 
ftates and conditions of many, in a particu- 
lar inftrumental manner, and in a meafure 
of his holy heart-tendering power, which 
reached the witnefs, divers were humbled, 
and the meeting ended with thankfgiving, 

prayer 
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prayer and proifes to the Lord^ who is wor- 
thy for ever ! 

On fecond day the meeting was not (b 
large, occafioned by a fair being near ; nc- 
verthelefs, it was a feafon in which the 
dodrine and myfteries of the kingdom of 
Chrift were largely fet forth to the people, 
by the influence of the Spirit, and in the 
love and wifdom of the holy High Prieft, 
who is all in all to his people. 

We had alfo three feled opportunities 
with the minifters and elders, among whom 
there was great apparent weaknefs ; the rea- 
fons whereof were plainly made known to 
them, from the fenfe given in the love and 
fear of him, who will not own and unite 
with fuch as are defiled; which plainnefe 
we had a hope would be profitable. 

Next day feveral of us were at George's- 
Creek, which meeting is much declined. 
Where the love of the world, and its allur- 
ing vanities, prevail on the profeflbrs of 
truth, their affecftions are drawn from God, 
they grow flack in attending meetings, and 
are a bad example one to another. - It was a 
hard meeting, but, through the love of 
Chrifl:, a meafure of gofpel anointing enabled 
to open to them their flates, in great love and 
plainnefs, which feemed to aflfeift fome par- 
ticulars ; may it be remembered with reve- 
rence before him, who is the Author of all 
good, and praife-worthy for ever | 

Soon 
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Soon after my return home, feeling my 
mind engaged to attend the quarterly-meet- 
ing in Bucks County, with a few other 
meetings in Philadelphia quarter, I fet out 
on the twenty-fixth of the fifth month, ac- 
companied by Samuel England, and on the 
third day of the week following was at the 
Bank-meeting in Philadelphia, which was 
comfortable ; on fifth day at the quarterly- 
meeting at Buckingham, and next day at 
the general youth's meeting, which was 
large, and divinely favoured. Then vifiting 
feveral indifpofed friends, on firft day I at- 
tended Plumftead meeting, and in that week 
the Xeveral monthly-meetings of Bucking- 
ham, Wrightftown, the Falls, and Middle- 
town, alfo a publick meeting at Makefield ; 
was on firft day at Briftol, from whence I 
.went with my friend James Thornton to 
their afternoon meeting at By berry; had an 
appointed one at the fame place next day ; 
and in that week vifited the feveral neigh- 
bouring meetings, one of which was a ge- 
neral youth's meeting at Horfliam, large and 
inftrudtive, wherein the love of our heavenly 
Father was felt by his truly depending chil- 
dren. Then taking meetings at Gwynedd, 
Ptovidence, Richland, Oley, Exeter, Maiden 
. Creek, Reading, and on firft day at the Fo- 
reft, I from thence rode to Uwchlan, and 
on fecond day had a meeting at Milltown, 
in the houfe of Robert Valentine ; then prq- 
ceejied home, having rode about thrc? hun- 

4rc4 
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dred and feventy miles in this journey, iii 
whiph I was favoured with my health, and 
held travelling beyond my expeAation. At 
the gentle drawings of truth I left my ha- 
bitation, having little profpeft of much be- 
fore me, but was preferved in a quiet re- 
iignation to the Divine will to do whatfbever 
fliQuld appear my duty, befeeching the Lord 
to enable me to watch againft every appear- 
ance of felf in the great and pure work of 
declaring the gofpel to the people, and have 
great caufe to be humbly thankful, that the 
Lord was pleaf^d to own my fervice beyond 
expe<3:ation, to the exaltation of his own 
truth ; blefled be his name for ever ! 

In the tenth month following I went to 
the yearly-meeting at Third-haven, in Ma- 
ryland : the meetings for worship hdd three 
days, and each of them were very large, and 
many gofpel truths were delivered in the 
Jove and power thereof, by which the wit- 
nefs of God was reached in the hearts of 
many of the people, and friends comforted 
and made thankful to the Lord, that he was 
pleafed to own us with the overfliadowing 
of his heavenly love. On fourth day morn- 
ing the affairs of the difcipline were finifh- 
ed, when we had a parting meeting, which, 
through Divine favour, was a precious time 
to many. I had never been at the yearly- 
meeting when held at this place before, and 
now witnefled my heart enlarged in the love 
pf the gofpel, to declare the fame among 

the 
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the multitude of people who profefs the 
Chriftian name, and to remind them of 
their conduct and drefs; how different it was 
from that of thofe who formerly fufFered 
martyrdom for their reh'gion, as now pro- 
fcfled by the members of the church of 
England, fo called, who own the reformers 
as their predecejflbrs. 

Feeling a draught of love in my mind to- 
wards fome meetings/ at New-Jerfey, parti- 
cularly at Egg-harbour, having the concur- 
rence of my friends at home, I fet out on 
fecond day, the firft of the fixth month, 
1772, and, taking in my way a meeting at 
Haddonfield, and another at the houfc of 
my friend Thomas Evans, which, through 
the prefence and power of the fearchcr of 
hearts, was made profitable to fome there 
prefcnt, reached Little Egg-harbour on fe- 
venth day, and the next attended the yearly- 
meeting; in which the love of the go/pel 
was felt to flow towards a loofe, raw, unci- 
vilized people, who appeared to attend 
there more out of curiofity, than a reverent 
thoughtfulnefs of worfhipping Almighty 
God. In the afternoon of the fame day the 
continuance of Divine favour was remarkably 
evident towards the inhabitants, for which 
the Lord made the hearts of his fenfible 
children thankful to himfelf, who is the Au- 
thor of all good. The meeting on fecond 
day was alfo very large, in which the true 
children of the family were comforted in 

Chrifl 
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Chrift Jefus, the Lord and holy Head of 
the church; by the anointing virtue of 
whofe precious name and power, they were 
made to rejoice in the company one of ano- 
ther. Here parting with many valuable be- 
loved friends, I went over the bay, to the 
upper meeting on Great Egg-harbour fliore, 
which was large, confidering the notice. 
Here I was coniforted in knowing for whole 
name fake I was made willing to leave my 
company, and turn that way ; the Lord be- 
ing pleafed to own my fervice by the infpi- 
ration of a degree of his heavenly wifdom 
and love, to fpeak to the ftates of thofe 
that were prefent, blefled be his name, who 
is worthy, for ever ! 1 went home with my 
friend Jofeph Mapes ; next day attended the 
lower meeting, which, through Divine fa- 
vour, was a precious feafon; then pafled 
over to the Cape, and next morning was at 
a meeting at the upper houfe, where many 
not of our fociety attended, to whom the 
dodtrine of the gofpel flowed, in defcribing 
the nature of pure and undefiled religion, 
and wherein it confifted: the people were 
ftill and quiet* In the afternoon of the fame 
day I had a meeting at the lower houfe, 
which is called eight miles down the Cape : 
this was an heart-tendering time, for which 
friends were made truly thankful. I thought 
it feemed like to be my laft vifit to thefe 
parts. From thence I went to Cohanfy, 
forty-five miles, to Mark Reeve's, where I 

refted 
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refted the next day, being very weary, and 
almoft overcome with hard travelling; on 
firft day I was at Greenwich meeting, and in 
the afternoon at Alloways Creek, which was 
very large ; many of other focieties attend- 
ing, the doctrine of truth flowed to them 
in a meafure of the love thereof. Next day 
the meeting at Salem was held in the Court- 
houfe, the meeting-houfe being taken down, 
and a new one building. On third day I 
was at the upper meeting near Alloways 
Creek, which, through Divine goodnefs, 
was an inftrudive time to fome feekers : the 
paflage treated upon was our Lord's defcrip- 
tion of the pharifee and publican who went 
up to the temple to pray; the great differ- 
ence in the form of their addreffes was 
opened in a clear manner, by the fpirit of 
him who gave forth that parabley to my 
humble admiration, which was caufe of re- 
verent thankfulnefs ; they who were ienfiblc 
being encouraged, and the conceited formial- 
ifts rebuked. 

From hence I went to John Davis's, had 
a comfortable opportunity with fome indif- 
pofed friends in his family; then taking 
meetings at Pilefgrove, Upper Greenwich, 
and Woodberry, was on firft day morning at 
Haddonfield, and in the afternoon at New- 
town, which laft was laborious, though I 
believe, beinfg blefled to feveral prefent, was 
thereby made profitable. That evening I 
went over to Philadelphia, weary in body, 

but 
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but chearful in mind, being fenfible of a 
degree of thankfulnefs for the continued 
favour of my Lord and Mafter, who had 
been to me a quiet habitation and fccret fup- 
port in this journey. After flaying two days, 
and on each attending meetings in the city, 
I took Wilmington-meeting on my way 
home 5 having travelled about three hundred 
and fifty miles, attended about twenty meet- 
ings, befides having feveral comfortable op- 
portunities in families. 

Being under an appointment with other 
friends of our quarterly-meeting, to vifit 
friends of the monthly-meetings of War- 
rington and Fairfax, I fet out on the feventh 
of the tenth month, and, taking a meeting 
with friends in York-town, we were at 
Warrington on firft day; then vifited the 
feveral meetings of Newberry, Huntingdon, 
and Monallen, in which truth owned our 
fervice in a good degree : our labour of love 
appearing to be kindly received, I hope may 
be ufeful. On the firft day following five 
of us were at Pipe Creek meeting, then at 
Bu£b Creek, Monaquefy, Fairfax, Goofe 
Creek, and Southfork, wherein the Lord 
was pleafed, in his wonted goodnefs and . 
mercy, to magnify his own name, who is 
praife-worthy for ever ! 

After a feafonable opportunity with friends, 
held in the houfe of Abel Janny, at parting 
with them, we returned to Fairfax meeting 
pn firft day, where, under the influence of 

the 
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the Divine prefcnce, the teftimony and doe-^ 
trine of truth flowed freely to the people ; 
in an humble {en{t whereof, praifes afcended 
to his holy name, who is over all, worthy 
for ever ! 

Several of our company now returning 
homewards, three of us not being eafy yet 
to return, two of us went to vifit a friend 
who lay in a languifhing condition, which 
I believe was ferviceable, the love of our 
heavenly Father being in fome degree felt 
among us. On third day we had a meeting 
at the Gap (fo called) among a raw people, 
where Divine goodnefs meafurably favoured 
the opportunity; on the day following wc 
attended Fairfax preparative meeting; the 
two next days we vifited fome fick friends/ 
and on feventh day were at the monthly- 
ineeting, which was in the main fatisfadory. 
On firft day the meeting was thought to be 
the largeft ever held at this place, and the 
goipel being preached in the love of it, to 
the tendering the hearts of many, the meet-- 
ing ended in humble thankfgiving to the 
holy Author of all good. Next day, in 
company with feveral friends of Fairfax, I 
attended a meeting at Monaquefy, where 
fome came who did not naake religious pro-^ 
feflion with us; which was an inftruftive 
tendering feafori, through the Lord's good- 
nefs. After a meeting at Bufh Creek, and 
another at Pipe Qreek, I travdled to Ouh^ 
powder, and attended the quarterly^^moeting 

for 
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for the Wejftern (bore of Maryland, likewife 
the general meeting for worfhip on firft day, 
at which were feveral not of our fociety, 
whofe hearts were reached by the love of 
truth. Next day I had a meeting at the 
Little Falls, and from thence returned home, 
whence, after flaying three days, I went to 
our quarterly^meeting at LondonrGrove, the 
two laft days of which afforded fome com- 
fort and fatisfadiion. On the fourteenth 
■of the twelfth month I went to Wilming- 
ton, on which day Margaret, the wife pf 
John Perry, was buried, after a fhort illnefs; 
I fpent part of the evening in his afflidted 
faflaily to fetisfaftion : flaying in the town 
two day^, I attended their monthly-meet- 
ings, and thought there was ,a want of more 
members deeply baptised for the worjc, 
which appears neceflary in the church at 
that place. At this time Deborah, the 
daughter of David Feriifs, being in a coii- 
fumptive declining flate, and wafling fafl, I 
vifited h^r to my fatisfadion ; fhe, appearing 
to be in a refigned humble frame of fpirit, 
jvas an exemplary young worjian, whom I 
efleemed. Then going to Center and Hoclc- 
eflbn meetings, I was at New- Garden otx 
firfl day, which I thought, through Divine 
favour, an inflrjidlive profitable meeting to 
myfelf, and perhaps to fome others: the 
fubjedl which opened was the neceffity of 
not leaning to, or following, any man, but 
of attending to the pure motion and fecret 
Y influ- 
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influence of the Spirit of Truth manifefted 
in the heart, in the meeknefs and purity of 
the wifdom from above; it was that by 
which the churches were gathered, and the 
members preferved in the unity of the one 
blefled Spirit, and perfed bond of peace and 
good order. 

I next attended our preparative and month- 
ly-meetings, after which was confined moftly 
at home for about a month by a fever, | 
during which time my mind was offen much I 
humbled under a fenfe of the prevalence of j 
a dull, lukewarm fpirit, as to the life and 
power of truth; earthly-mindednefs, and | 
the cares and cumbers, concerning the things 
of this prefent life, having drawn the minds | 
of many into death, I never more clearly i 
faw the neceflity there was for us, who pro- 
fefs the truth, fingly to attend to the gentle 
inftrudtions of the holy Spirit thereof, which 
only doth, and ever will, lead and guide 
into all truth, and preferveth from thofe 
errors and failings which are fo abundantly 
evident among us, whereby our hands are 
weakened in refpedt to a careful exercife of 
the difcipline of the church. 
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CHAP. VIII. 

His attendance of the Wejlern quarterly -meet^ 
ing in the fecond months ^77 Z^-^^^^ Jp^i^g^ 
meeting in Philadelphia — And the genera 
meeting at Duck-Creek — The quarterly^ 
meeting at Shreivjbury — With feveral other 
meetings in New-Jerfey — The Jpring-meet^ 
ing in Philadelphia in 1774.— jBT/V la/l vijit 
t^ New-York — And Long-IJland. — His laji 
attendance of the yearly-meeting in Phila- 
delphia. --^His being at the Jpring-meeting 
there in 177$* — And his laji journey to 
fundry meetings on the Eajiern-Jhore of Ma- 
ryland. — His laji illnefs^ witbfome weighty 
exprej/ions in that time. — His death and 
burial. 

BEING fomewhat recovered of my in- 
difpofition of body, I fat in our feleift 
meeting of minifters and elders on the firft 
of the fecond month, 1773, in which I was 
comforted under a fenfe of our being owned 
in fome degree by the vifitation of Divine 
love ; and afterwards attended our quarter- 
ly-meeting at London-Grove, each fitting 
whereof was favoured with a continuanca 
of heavenly help, to the encouragement of 
the humble waiters; I returned home with 
thankfulnefs in my mind to the Lord, who 
had furniihed me with ftrength in my weak 
ftate to fit with my friends, in which wc 
Y 2 ought 
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ought to be good examples. I attended ouf 
own meeting on the fifth and firft days fol- 
lowing, and in the fame week went to Wil- 
riiirtgton, to the burial of Deborah Ferrifs> 
before-mentioned; after which, a folid and 
profitable meeting was held. 

On the twenty-fixth of the third month 
I fet out from home, in order to attend our 
general fpring-meeting at Philadelphia, but 
did not get there in time for the firft fit- 
ting thereof; fuch of them as I did attend, 
I thought, were, in the mdn, times of Di- 
vine favour. On my return homeward I 
was at a fmall meeting at Chefter, alfo the 
general meeting at Wilmington, and fqon 
after at the general meeting at Duck Creek, 
and their monthlyTmeeting preceding it. The 
meeting there on firft day was lafge, and, 
though a mixed multitude attended, it was 
folid, through the overfhadowing of hea- 
venly power ; the Lord was pleafed to open 
the myfteries of the kingdom, influencing 
my heart to preach the gofpel in the love 
thereof, to my humble admiration, and 
many were tendered; for which renewed vi- 
fitation and favour, a facrifice of thankfgiv- 
ing afcended from the hearts of his children, 
to the all powerful and merciful God, who 
is worthy for ev«n The meeting on fecond 
day was a time 6f confolation to the heavy- 
fa^rted, rnftrudioti to the humble feekers, 
land a feafon of i^i^^gtheiiing to the weak, 
blefibd be the name of the Lord^ for his 

mercies 
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mercies endure for ever. I was next at. 
Qeorge's Creek meeting, in which friend? 
were encouritged, and in fome degree re-» 
fre£hed, divers not of our fociety attending : 
t|>e doftfine of perfonal eleftipn and repro- 
bation^ a,s held by fome, was refuted, and 
if waaclwrly pointed out wherein the elec- 
tion floods vi?. • in Chrift the fped^ which 
*. cjeawd unto* and choien hy man, for his 

* true iijftrvftpr and leader, by his light and 

* wito^efs in the heart, as a reprover for 

* fin, apd fo followed and obeyed, man 

* comes to know himfelf elefted in him.' 
I went home with Qeorge Ford to Back 
Creek, apd had an opportunity in his family, ' 
I hope tQ fome profit. 

Towards the fall of the year I had a 
c^raught in my min0 to attend fome meet-* 
ings in the Jerfeys, particularly the quar- 
terly-meeting at Shrewfbury; of which hw^ 
ing acqiisiinted my brethren at home, and 
had their concurrence, after attending our 
yearly-mec*iftg in Philadelphia* and return- 
ing from thence, I fe| out, in company 
with my friend Samjiel England, on tbi 
twelfth of the t«ath manth, hut was de-r 
tained at Philadelphia hy a fever, which 
hie^d m^ fever^ days ; yet I ib hr recoiaercd, 
as to prQcee4 o^ our jaurney, takiti|; on our 
way meetings at Mount Holly, at a fchool*- 
hpufe^ ne^r^hreve's Mount, in Upper Spring- 
field;; in which I had a concern to warn ithe 
y:&uith t9 h^yfsfit of dci&D, and to ifaew the 
Y 3 ground 
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ground and caufe of falling into that error ; 
alfo at Upper Freehold, and in a friend's 
houfe, near that called Robbins's meeting. 
There feems to be a vifitation to the youth 
in that place, to which if they are faithful, 
that meeting may again encreafe. We r^ched 
the -meeting of minifters and elders* at 
Shrewfbury, in which truth owned the lo- 
vers thereof. The publick meetings on the 
three following days were large, ' and thought 
to be the moft quiet and fatisfaftory which 
had been known of late years there ; the 
affairs of the difcipline were, as I thought, 
pretty well conducted. Finding myfelf not 
clear of the members of our fociety at this 
place, I therefore propofed to feveral friends 
that they would favour me fo much as to 
meet on their week-day meeting day, which 
I underftood they ufually had omitted in this 
week, requefting that they would acquaint 
their members with my defire of feeing 
them, their children, and families, together : 
I therefore waited until fifth day^ when they 
generally met, which gave me an opportu- 
nity comfortably to clear myfelf towards 
friends here, to the encouragement of the 
fincere; being led to fhew the active mem- 
bers the caule of dwarfiflinefs, the love of 
the world, and its fricndfliips, choaking the 
good feed, which fhould grow and bear rule : 
I was thankful for this opportunity, dnd left 
them with the enjoyment of a quiet mind. 
From hence we paiTed to Rahway, had a 

meeting 
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meeting at Woodbridge, and another af 
Plainiield, in both which truth owned my 
lervice : I thought there was a tender vifita- 
tion renewed to friends in thofe parts, in 
the fenfe whereof I was made thankful, and 
that I had been favoured with ftrength to 
pay them a vifit in the love of my great 
and good Mafter ; may I ever walk anfwera- 
ble to his manifold favours, who is praife- 
worthy for ever ! We were next at Stony- 
brook meeting, which was made precious 
in the renewing of Divine favour, and then 
at Trenton, with a people who have much 
loft the life and favour of truth. From 
thence going to Byberry and Philadelphia, 
I reached the quarterly-meeting at Concord, 
which began on the fixth of the eleventh 
month I the next day I went to Chichefter, 
where I was enabled to fpeak to the ftates 
of the people in the love of truth; which 
may be ufeful if remembered in a right man- 
ner, and returned to the quarterly-meeting 
pn fecond day, which was comfortable, the 
Divine prefence being felt : our friend Eli- 
zabeth Robinfon was there, and had good 
feryice. On third day I attended the gene- 
ral meeting at Chefter, which was poor and 
dull ; the expectations of the people being 
too much outward, they were difappointed : 
then attending the monthly-meeting at Wil- 
mington, tarried their meeting the next 
day, and proceeded to our quarterly-meeting 
a,t London- Grpve, at which we had the 
Y 4 company 
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company of our friends Robert Walker, 
Elizabeth Robinfon, and Mary Leaver, from 
Great Britain: it was a feafon of rcfreflh- 
ment and comfort to many friends ; I then 
went home, Jiaving travelled in this journey 
about three hundred and fixty miles. 

In the third month, lyy^y I attended our 
general fpring-mceting in Philadelphia, the 
divers .fittings whereof were divinely fa** 
vcured; and, after it, the general meeting 
at Wilmington, which was held chiefly in 
filence, and on that account remarkable. 

Having an engagement on my mind for 
ibme time to vifit our friends on Long-Iiknd, 
with fome adjacent meetings, I laid it before 
my brethren, who gave me their certificate 
for that purpofe ; and on the third of the 
ftfth month I fet out on the journey, hav- 
ing the company of a friend from Wilming* 
ton : taking a meeting at Philadelphia, we^ 
reached New- York, attended their morning- 
and afternoon meetings on firft day, and had 
an opportunity with divers friends in the 
evening, which was (to me at leaft) inftruc^ 
tive, and I believe, through Divine good- 
nefs, profitable to fome others. We then 
had meetings at Weft-Chefter, Mamaroneckt 
and the Purchafe, the laft being a monthly- 
meeting i thefe opportunities were clofe and' 
ftarching, the tcfltimony of truth was en-* 
couraging to the well-minded, biit tcry 
iharp to the fbrmadifts, and my mind was 
made thankftil for the blcffittg: of pe^ee in 

the 
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the difcharge of my duty. We next at- 
tended meetiAgs at Flufliingy on Long-Iflandy 
Cowneck^ Weftbury, Matinicock^ Sequi-» 
togue^ and Bethpage, then at Newtown j^ the 
monthly^meeting at Weflbary^ and the quar- 
terly-meeting at Fhifhing, where the year« 
ly-mceting began the next day, which held 
four days ; and, on the whole, I believe it;- 
may be iaid, that the authority of truth was 
in fbme good degree felt to keep down for- 
ward ipirits, both in the miDiftry and dif- 
ciplini^; which was caufe of thankfulnefs to 
tne Lord^ who rules among his children^ 
and is worthy of all praife for ever. Here 
I had the company of our dear friends Ro- 
bert Walker, Elizabeth Robinfon, and Su- 
ianna Lightfoot, who intending for Rhode- 
liland, I parted with them, and w^t to the 
monthly-* meeting at New -York, which, 
through merciful regard, was comfortable* 
From thence going to Rahway, had a meet- 
ing at Plainfield, which was fatisfadtory^ 
through the extendings of Divine favour; 
then at Kingwood on firft day, from whence 
croffing Delaware, we were at Buckingham 
monthly-meeting, where I thought the true 
fpirit of dsfcipline appeared to be much 
wanting in many« Here my companion re- 
turned ^omeward$. The next day I was at 
Wright's - town monthly - meeting, which, 
through the L(M*d's blefling, was edifying to 
inany, and we parted in peace aod Iweetnefs 
of ipifit J the day foliowing^ I at!tended th« 

meeting 
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meeting at Pine-ftreet in Philadelphia^ alfo 
that at High-ftreet on fifth day, which was 
a precious opportunity to fuch who loved to 
live near the Spirit of Truth. From thence 
I went to vifit my brother-in-law, Daniel 
Brown, near Chefter; was at New-town 
meeting on firft day, and at an afternoon 
meeting near Amos Yarnal's ; then went to 
the general meetings at Goihen and Uwch- 
Ian: after which, taking London -Grove 
meeting, I came home, having rode in this 
journey about fix hundred miles, and feeling 
a degree of thankfulnefs that the Lord was 
pleafed to give me ability to perform it, 

I tarried much at home the remaining 
part of, this fummer ; on the twenty-firft of 
the ninth month I fet out, in order to at- 
tend the yearly-meeting at Philadelphia, 
which was very large in the feveral fittings, 
continued a full wqck, and I thought it the 
moft folid and weighty in tranfading the, 
affairs of truth that 1 ever knew : the tefti- 
mony thereof againft flave-keeping was won- 
derfully exalted, through the power and 
love ot God, who is worthy of all praife 
for ever. In my way home I was at Pro- 
vidence meeting, in which the teAimony of 
truth went forth by way of warning to the 
lukewarm and declining profefifors, and of 
encouragement to the youth. 

Our general meeting at Nottingham next 
day yrsis large, and I hope profitable to fome; 
after which, having a defire to b? at the 

general 
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genenil meeting at Caecil, in Maryland, I 
left home on the fevcnth of the tenth month, 
was at the quarterly-meeting of minifters 
and elders there on firft day morning, which 
was profitably inftruftive, through Divine 
goodnefs : two publick meetings for wor- 
fliip were held on firft and fecond days, 
both large and folidj feveral other friends 
from Pennfylvania were there. The bufi- 
nefs of the quarterly-meeting ended qn third 
day morning; on the fame day we had a 
comfortable publick meeting, from which 
we parted with friends in much love and 
nearnefs. On the following day was their 
monthly-meeting, to attend which feveral 
of us ftaid ; then, having a defire to fee 
friends at Chefter-River, I went to their 
week-day meeting, Nicholas Wain bearing 
me company; the meeting was large, and, 
through the Lord's goodnefs, it was, I be- 
lieve, made profitable to many. Then tak- 
ing meetings at SaiTafrafs, Duck-Creek, Mo- 
therkill, and Little-Creek, the two laft be- 
ing their preparative meeting at each place ; 
the next day was their feleA meeting of 
minifters and elders, and their monthly- 
meeting the day following; which, with di- 
vers other friends from Pennfylvania, we 
attended, and on the firft and fecond days 
of the next week the general meeting at 
Little- Creek : I believe there is a renewed 
vifitation to friends, and fome others, here- 
away; but formal profeflbrs at prefept ap- 
pear 
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pear to be as ftumbiing-block^, byjoiniog 
with the fpirit of the world, I returned 
home with an eaiy mind. 



Weaknefs and infirmity of body gradually 
increafing upon our beloved friend^ he fre- 
quently men tionod^ that many years paft it 
was unexped^ed to him to live to his feven--, 
ticth year, and to be favoured with health 
and ftrength fufficient to travel fo much aa 
he lately had i faying, that pow he fcarcely^ 
thought much more wQuld be required of 
him : he however attended the w^flern quar-* 
terly<-meeting in the eleventh month thi^ 
year» and in the fecpnd month, i775> ^^ 
both \vhicl^ he was favpured with ftreijgth 
and clearnefs to fpeak to the ftate of the^ 
church, as well in fom^ of the iele^, as the 
more publick meeting^^ tending to the edi* 
fication and comfort of many. 

In the third month, i775» he alfo attended 
the general fpring meeting at Philadelphia, 
and in fome of the fittings thereof waa 
much favoured; on his return hofne from 
thence he was at Wilmington general meet- 
ing, in company with our friends Robert 
Walker and Elisabeth Robinfpn, from Great 
Britain. 

His laft journey wa$:on a vifit fomc^ of 
the meetings on the Eaftern-'-lfeof e «f Maiy- 

land. 
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land, and to attend the yearly-meeting at 
Third-haven, in Talbot county ; for which 
purpofe he fet out from his own habitation 
on the twenty-fecond of the fifth month, 
iiaring, according to hi$ ufual care, obtained 
the concurrence of his brethren, and was 
accompanied by a young man (William Jack- 
foil) a member of New-Garden monthly-* 
meeting, who has given the following ac^ 
count of this journey. 

* Our firft day's ride was to George Ford'sr, 
near Back-Creek; the next morning being 
damp and foggy, was very trying to his 
weak conftitution, yet we rode forty-fivt 
miles that day, to Hannah Turner's, ih 
Queen Ann's county, which was thought 
to be a means of bringing on him a di^r-* 
der, which proved pain^l and afiiidtin^, 
and encreafed till^ near bis end. Being ad^ 
vanced in ^, his bodily infirmity ap- 
pealed great; but the fisrvency of his mirfd 
for the promotion of truth and rigfateouf- 
nefs, and his care as a father in Ifrael, wis 
truly as prevalent as ever. On the twen- 
ty«-n)urth of the month he wait to the 
preparative meeting at Tuckahoa, where- 
in ne vras concerned to exhort fome to 
faithfulneis in times of temptation and 
trial, that they might esq^erience an over- 
comin|;; and be oiabled to ilrengthen 
their Drethren^ Next day we attended 
Thixd-havea mantfaly^meeting, in which 
bt was qualified to ipeak mSa:}x&Mc\y to 

' the 
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* the members thereof, particularly to fuch 

* who were incumbered with much care 

* about the things of this life; things which, 

* although lawful in themfelves, yet, when 

* fuffcrcd to engrofs the minds and affec* 

* tions of people, obftrud a progrefs in re- 

* ligion. On the twenty-fixth a meeting at 

* Choptank was a time of heavy exercife, 

* on account of a lifelcfs, lukewarm, indif- 

* ferent fituation of mind, which feemed to 

* attend divers there affembled: the next 

* day we attended a burial at Third-haven, 

* on which occafion a meeting was held, 

* and he laboured honeftly to aroufe thofe 

* that lived in the negledJ: of making timely 

* preparation for their laft awful and folemn 

* change. On the twenty^eighth we were 

* at Tuckahoa meeting, and on fecond day 

* at the Bay-fide, where were but few of 

* our fociety; but feveral others attended, 

* who behaved foberly, and foihe of the 

* younger fort were reached and tendered 

* by truth's teftimony; to whoni he was led 

* inftrudtively . to fhew, ** That they need 
, ** not give their money for that which is 

•* not bread, nor their labour for that 
** which fatisfieth not;" * and opened to 
< them the way of life and falvation, which 
« is attained through " the Spirit, or free 
•* gift of grace, that is come upon all men 
** for juftScation:" * fo that if they at- 
« tended to the didtates thereof in their own 
« hearts, it was fufficient to iQftni£t them 
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* in the way of godlinefs ; but when people 

* go from and neglcdt this inward teacher, 

* feeking to or depending on learned men, 

* they err. 

* Next day we had a religious opportu- 

* nity in the family of John Bartlett, and 

* on fourth day went to Tuckahoa meeting 

* again ; where he had to fpeak of the fuf- 
' ficiency of the grace of God, and the in- 

* confiftency of people's living in a profef- 

* lion thereof without being found in the 

* faith, or fully believing in this principle 

* as fufficient for falvation. We next at- 

* tended the meetings at Third-haven and 

* Marfhy-Creek ; the yearly -meeting began 

* on feventh day, and continued until the 

* fourth of the following week, which, al- 

* though he was feeble and unwell, he at- 

* tended the feveral fittings thereof, being 

* nine in the five days, and the laft held 

* feven hours. He was enabled to appear 
' for the caufe and tefl:imony of truth, both 

* in the meetings for worfhip and difcipline, 

* and, like the good fcribe, well inftrufted 

* in the things of the kingdom, had to 

* bring forth out of the treafury, things 

* new and old, profitable and inftrudive, 

* being fealbned with the love and virtue 

* of truth. After the meeting on fourth 

* day, we went to the houfe of Jofeph Ber- 

* ry, where next morning we had a religious 

* opportunity in the family, and the day 

* following a meeting in Queen Ann's Fo- 

' reft; 
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* reft; from whence wc went to JoCJitia 

* Yanfknt*s : here he was very poorly, hav- 
^ ing taken fome fre{h cold. The next day 

* being very warm, he was much fpent 

* with riding, and faid, as he had at &ve- 

* ral times before on this journey, *^ that 
^' he believed it would be his lail, if he 
** lived to reach home, which, at times, he 
•* thought feemed unlikely/' ' On firft day, 
^ the eleventh of the iixtn month, he had a 
^ meeting in a fchool-houfb at Back-Creek» 
^ among a people who behaved with much 

* fobri^ty, which was a Iktisfaaory time, 

* very inilrudrive and open for doftrinc, 
^ and that evi^ing reached honiie, having 

* travelled in this journey about two hundred 

* and mnet;y miles/ 



On the fourteenth of the fixth month, 
he went to the week-day meeting at Loo- 
don-Grove, to meet with a committee pf 
our quarterly-meeting on particular bufinefs, 
and returned to our meeting at Kottiaghstfn 
the next day* on the firft day pf the wepk 
following was ther^ alio; in the fame we^k 
he attended our pr^arative and^n^ipnthl^r- 
meetings ; but a fever daily jencreaiin^ uppn 
him, he was afterwards chiielly xonmied^at 
home. 

On 
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On the fourth of the feventh month he 
expreir^d himfelf thus : * I am glad I am at 
home; I hive ever found it heft, when 
my fervice abroad was over, to g^t home 
as quick as might be; and though I have 
felt great inward poverty and weaknefs, 
fince my laft journey, fo that I can nei- 
ther fee my beginning nor ending, but 
feem as if all were hidden, yet I hope, if 
Providence fliall fee meet to remove me at 
this time, fome light will appear again, 
and that it will be other wife before I go. 
At anothervtime he fj>ake to this purpofe: 
I have found myfelf much ftripped, as to 
a fenfe of good, and tried with poverty 
many days. I fuppbfe I have been ac- 
counted by fome, as one of the better fort 
of people, but have (6tn great occafion to 
beware of a difppfition that would feek to 
feed upon the praife or commendations of 
others : a carnal felfifh fpirit is very apt to 
prefent, and creep in here, and I have fcca 
it hurt many, who have had right begin- 
nings; it always introduces dimnefs, and 
oppreflion, to the pure, precious, inno- 
cent life of truthj which only groweth up 
into dominion through deep abafement of 
foul, and the entire death of felf.' 
At feveral other times he fignified to this 
efFedt: * My prefent baptifm of affli<aion 

* hath tended to the further refinement of 
^ my nature, and to the bringing me more 

* perfe(aiy intp the image of my Matter/ 

Z He 
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Hefreq.uently cxpreiTed his full fubmiffiion 
tf>, the Divine will, either refpedting life of. 
deatl^; fevcral tiinps faying, * I now expe- 

* rience my lifp aiid my will to be fl*ip, ajad 
*, I have no will left/ 

In the twp laft weeks of his time it ap- 
peared, that his defire.and hope, mentioned 
ip the fpre part of his illnef^, fqr. light Mpin 
to appear, were fully anfw.cred by th? irefh 
influence thereof ; fo that although his pain 
was often great, he woijld mapy^ times iti a 
d^y b^^eaki lorth into a kind, of melody with , 
his voice, without utteriijg vyof ds ; whkh, 
as he fometimes intipiated^ wji;5.an,ili volun- 
tary afpiration of his fouj[ i© pr^fe^to the 
Lord, who had again bepn, pl^af^, tg ihine 
forth in brightnefs, after njany days of pp- 
verty and deep b^ptifm, whicjh, tho\igh 
painful, had, proved beneficial tp hio),, be- 
ing . a nieans of further purifying from . the 
dregs of nature; faying he wa$ at tioses 
afraid to difcover that melody in the hearing 
of fome that vifited him, left they could not 
coniprehend his meaning, and might there- 
fore mifconftrue it. 

On fecond day morping, the feventeenthr 
of the feventh month, beiing aikpd by a friend 
how he was, he replied, ^ I am here in. the 

* body yet, and when I go out of it, I hope 

* there is nothing but peace:' and foon after 
further faid, * I have feen that all the buf- 

* ties, and noifcs, that arp^now in the world, 

* will end in confufioni aod our young 

* * men. 
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* riiirt; tfiat know nor am eftabiifliineAt ih 
^ the truth' atid the Lord*s feat-, foi* a bat- 

* feft;^ Wil! be caug^l' itt'a trying momcntt* 
At ahOfliir tiftife he /afid; * I feel nothihg'bift 

* |i&de, hat^iflg^endeavdtrffed howeftiy to" dif- 

* charge myfelf in pidblick, sffid pHvatdy to 

* iiidividualg, as I apprehended'v^asf'reqMrfed'; 
> aiid if it' be the LofdVwill th-at rihoulfl 

* go iidw^ I' (ball be. rfeleafed' from a gi^at 
Vdeal of trouble and exercife, .whfch I be*- 
'* li€Vfe friends" whfe-^^are left behind-^^^^^^ have 
^'t6^|)drs thfottgh/ 

Otf the twentieth of thefame month h'e 
thus ex^effed himfelf : * I loVe frie|i'ds whb 
^' abide ih the truth as much* a^ eVef I did, 
'^ arid •r^feel' earn^ft ^ breathingfe to the Lord, 
^ that th^rfe ihay be fuch raitfed up'irt th*e 

* church who may' go' forth, in humility, 

* fWietnefs; and lifei clear of alt fuperfluity 
^' in;texp^effi6ris arid otherwife, ftanding fc«: 

* the tefjinibhy,. that they may be uftful tb 
*' fhd^chiirch' in thsie difficult times/ 

Atjbtit three days before his de«h, feveral 
ffWhdy^ being; iA hils rOOm, he fpake as fol- 
lows: * Friends'' in the beginning, if they 

* h&id^'hy&tth arid liberty, were not eafily di- 

* veftefl frbm pkying their tribute of wor- 
*'fhiji^t6 the Almighty on week-days as well 

* as'fitft-dafjrs- biit after a While, when out- 

* ward fuffferitigs ceafed, life and zeal decay- 
'* irtj^i dtfe; and the fpirit of the world, 

* toWk plice with ma'hy; and thus it became 

* cttftbtoaty fdr one or two but of a family tb 

Z 2 • * attend 
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/ attend tneetings^ and to leave their childrent 

* much at home. Parents alfo, if worldly 

* concerns were in the way, could negleft 
^ thbir week-day meetings fome times, yet 

* be willing to hold the name, and plead 

* excufe becaufe of a bufy time, or the like; 

* but I believe that fuch a departure from 

* primitive integrity ever did, and ever will, 
^ occafion a withering from the life of true 
' religion/ 

To a. friend who came to vifit him on the 
twenty-firft of the feventh mpnth, he faid: 

* I feel that which lives beyond death and 

* the grave, which is now an inexpreffible 
/ comfort to me, after a time of deep bap*^ 

* tifm that I have pailed through : I believe 
' my being continued here is in the will of 
/ Providence, and I am fully refigned.* 

His illnefs encreafing, he faid but little on 
/eventh day, the twcnty-fecond ; in the af- 
ternoon he was very low, and fpeechlefs 
about twelve hours: early on firft day morn- 
ing he recruited a little, and gave cUre&ibns 
about his coffin to a friend who fat up with 
him, being a joiner. Continuing rather 
cafier the fore part of that day, and appear^ 
ing chearful, he exprefled divers weighty 
fentences, like farewell exhortations, to 
ibme who came to fee him. On fecond day 
.morning he fat up a confiderable time; in 
the afternoon he appeared lively and fenfible, 
though very weak, thus expreffing himfelf 5 
.^ I am much refreihed with my Mailer's 

* fweet 
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* fweet air; I feel more life, more light, 
' more love, and fweetnefs, than ever be- 

* fore/ and often mentioned the Divine 
refrefhment and comfort he felt flowing like 
a pure ftream to his inward man ; faying to 
thofe who were with him, * I may tell you 

* of it, but you cannot feel it as I do/ 

In the evening, a young perfon coming 
into the room, looking at her earneftly and 
aflfedlionately, he faid, *V Deborah arofe a 
" mother in Ifrael/* and fhortly after, ' The 

* fweetnefs that I feel :' then his difficulty 
of breathing encreafed, and, being turned 
once or twice, he requefted to be helped 
up, and was placed in his chair, in which 
he expired about the ninth hour, on fecond 
day night, the twenty- fourth of the feventh 
month, 1775, aged near feventy, a mi- 
nifter about forty- two years. He was bu- 
ried on the twenty-fixth, in friend's grave- 
yard at Eaft- Nottingham, a large concourfe 
of people attending, after which a folemn 
meeting was held. 



THE END. 
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Thfe follo^irtg Memorial of bur beloVed 
friend Jofeph White, who was endued 
With an emihent gift iii the miniftry, and 
uniformly cohderned for the Welfare of 
the churches, is here fubjoined at the de- 
fire of diVets friends ; which, as no ac- 
cbuht of his liaboiiirs and Vifits in the fer-r 
vice of the gofpel, appears to b6 preferved 
by himfelf, may, in fome meafurc, fupply 
that deficiency, and, we apprehend, will 
be an ihftruCtive and acceptable appendage 
to the foregbilig jotirhdl ; tehldihg to revive 
and keep in remfehibrdnce His pious life, 
and the ribar feirdivfliip of his brethren 
with hihi^ And further animate fiirvivbrs 
tb faithfdlncfs ih the difcharge of their 
fevferil religiohs duties^ in ordel" that they 
ilfb mdy bb favoured with a well-grounded 
hopb of dttiiiiirig the like happy end, 

A TESriUO^Y n'om tie Fa//s montbfy^ 
meting th Biicki Uohntj^, concerning iiii^ 
friend JdSfepd Wkiri: 

AS tie riiferiiorypf the juft is |)ronoiinced 
bleffedj we think i£ expedieiit to give 
fbrttt a teftim6ny cbrit^f-ning iHik bxii efteem- 
ctfftiehd. 

He wa^ born it th^ Falli the twenty- 
eighth 6f the elfe\^ehth Hiqtith, 171.2-13: 
beinlg ybuhg A;^heff Ms father died; he was 
brought up uiidei- the care of his relations 
Z 4 aad 
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and friends ; and, through the extending of 
heavenly regard whilft young, and attending 
to the teachings of divine grace, he was led 
and preferved from many of the foljies and 
extravagancies incident to unthinking youth. 
About the twentieth year of his age he ap- 
peared in publick teftimony in our religious 
meetings, and, continuing in a good degree 
faithful to the meafure of light and grace 
communicated, he grew in his gift, and he- 
came a lively and able minifter. 

He was naturally of an open chearful dif- 
pofition, and honeily concerned for the pro- 
motion of piety and virtue, and for the fup- 
port and maintenance of good order in the 
church; for which iervice he was eminently 
gifted, and truly ferviceable zmongA us, 
being often concerned that the authority of 
truth might be kept up in all our meetings 
of difcipline, and that true judgment might 
be placed upon the diforderly and irreclaim- 
able. He was exemplary in his life and 
converfation J a diligent and timely attender 
of our religious meetings, when health of 
body permitted; and was often favoured 
therein in publick teftimony and fupplica- 
tion, much to the comfort and edification 
of the truly humble waiters. And although 
he had a large gift in the miniftry, he many 
times fat meetings in filence, waiting upon 
the Lord; not being hafty or forward in the 
exercife of his gift, but careful not to mi- 
nifter without the heavenly life aiid power 

that 
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that firft raifed him up in the miniftry; 
whereby his publick fcrvice was greatly to 
the confolation and refrelliment of many. 

He fcvcral times had a concern to vifit the 
churches abroad, and, with the concurrence 
of this meeting, vifited many of the meet- 
ings of friends in this and feveral of the 
adjacent provinces, and once through fome 
parts of Maryland, Virginia, and North- 
Carolina : and having for fome confidcrablc 
time been under a weighty concern to pay a 
religious vifit to friends in feveral parts of 
Europe, he, with the concurrence and unity 
of his friends^ took {hipping for that pur-^ 
pofe in the year 1758, and, after a (hort 
paffage, landed in England ; and having 
pretty generally vifited . friends meetings in 
England and Ireland, and fome parts of 
Wales, he returned to his family and friends, 
having been from home in truth's fervicc 
near three years. And at his return from 
thefe vifits, produced certificates of friends 
unity and good fatisfadtion with him, and 
his publick fervice amongft them. 

He was divers times appointed and en- 
gaged in the fervice of vifiting families, be- 
ing well qualified for that weighty fervice. . 

He much loved the company and convcr-^ 
fation of his friends; was a lovirtg.and af- 
fectionate hufband, a tender parent, and a 
good neighbour, generally beloved by his 
friends and others that knew him, being ia 

feveral 
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feveral refpeds ufefal iaaiA fehriceabk ih the 
neighbourhood where he lived. 

He was attended from his youth at times 
with a pain at his breaA^ with intern^ffions 
of healni^ £>metim€s for years, and at other 
times but fliort ; but a^ he adva&ced furth^ 
in age, intermiffions of health grew fliort, 
and pain encreaied, which brought dn othbr 
bodily infirmities^ which he bor6 with pa- 
tience and refignation, often craving he 
might not be off his watch when his pains 
were exquifite, nor his faith fail in the tithe 
of trial; believing it to be the goodnefs of 
God, through his thUs dealing with him, 
more and more to wean him from all out* 
ward connexions and heareft ties df nature, 
that, being as the purt gold, refined through 
the furnace> he might with tirium^h join 
the redeemed that were gone before^ which 
he at times had a foretafte and evidence of; 
Imt the time when, as he himfelf fom^time^ 
etprefied, be did not then fee, believing it 
to be confiflent with Divine wifdoin to keep 
it hid from him. 

The latter part of his time, for feveral 
wonths, he flept but little in the night fea« 
fon,^ being, at timed^ Engaged in revei-fent in- 
terceffions and divine ioiitem|>ktion, atad 
appearad to bt waitkig for the fbleiimi mo- 
ment* 

He livtd in the ^onorpa^ of the Falls par- 
ticular meeting DDtil a few yearsr before his 
death, and then removed to Makefield, (a 

branch 
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branch of the fiwac inonthly-mwtifig) *ad 
hayiag jfor foi©e ffionihs/di Arong d^lires 
(if lavQurcd with health) to go to the paJis* 
njieetiag^ on a monthljr-mef (tiag 4ay he i^t 
ojLit tojgo there; but tj^ weather htmg cold, 
apd jfcic in * weajf ijtate pf hieahh, foon fmwd 
hioifejif unable tp perforfli tb^ journey, and 
returned honje. But fonje twne ffter, feel*- 
ing his bpdijy ftrj?ngth fomewhat reftorcd, 
and love renewed, he fct put^ in company 
wjith his wife, one jfirft ^ay wiprning, aijd 
gpt to the meeting, where he was ifavoured 
with ap open tinip iA publicjk teftiipony, 
much to tne fatissfax^ion pf thofe prefeijt^ 
After the nxeiefing was over, and friends 
gone out, a frien4 being defirouf of ipeakr 
i^ to him, not iibeing him out of door^, 
returned intp the hpufe, ,and fouf^d him fit- 
ting on afeaf, unable to move without help:- 
thi^ friend a^^i^ed hiifi, aiid took l^oi to his 
hpufe^ ^here he was taken cftre ojf, , The 
fif being of the paralytick kind, was much 
more f^vpvirable than ^t fome other timeSt 
thp^gh \t continued ebbing ^nd |lQ>ying fpr 
feypral hours;. in yfhich tim^ he ©xpreiT^ 
feve?ai things, fome of which> being thoni 
taj^pn dowP< V? nwly j^ fqllpwa. 

g^ing ^?d by Jiis fc^ Sftiwiel hpw \t was 
wat|i him, l^e aniwwd,. ^ I don't kqpw b»t 
* that i am n^ my e^d., M^d^fire at this- 
^ timp ior thee i$, that ^PK- ifiek XkfitQ the 
V liOrd for ^fjift^i^^Gfi, tp gov^qr* <W in thy 

* found 
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found him to be a fure help and counfellor 
to me : and if thou follow after him in 
truth and fincerity, as I have endeat^oured 
to do, he will be unto thee a fufficient 
diredlor, a teacher that cannot be removed 
into a corner. I have not been anxious to 
gather a portion of this world, nor make 
to myfelf mammon of unrighteoufnefs; for 
I think I have feen a fnare that has at- 
tended many young people on thefe ac- 
counts. I have ever from my youth had 
a defire to be more in fubflance than in 
fhew: let me appear as I might fn the 
fight of men, their praife I fought not 
for; but I have fought the honour of God, 
therefore there is a place where no trouble 
(hall annoy, prepared for me, as a reward 
for obedience. You that ftay be more 
humble, and when trouble awaits you, 
look not lipon nor troft to the arm of 
flefli for affiftance, but ftay yourfelves up- 
on him who fuffered for you, for me, and 
for all mankind : for I have for fome time 
believed and lived in the hopes thereof, 
and am now iti meafure confirmed, of 
more glorious things yet to be revealed to 
the church of Chrift, and that further and 
greater difcoveries will yet be made, with 
refped: to the Chriftian religion, than ever 
yet has been fince the apoftafy/ 
And after a fliort* paufe, he broke forth in 
thefe expreffiohs : ' The door is open, I fee 
' an innumerable. company of iaints/ of im- 

^ gcl$^ 
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* gels, and of the fpirit^ oJ jufl: meni- which 

* I long to be unbodied to be with, but not 

* my will, but thy will, be done, O Lord! I 

* cannot utter, nor my tongue exprefs, what 

* I feel of that light, life and love, that 

* attends me, which the world cannot give, 

* neither can it take away from me. My 

* fins are waflied away by the blood of the 
' Lamb, that was flain from the foundation 
^ of the world: all rags and filthinefs are 

* taken away, and in room thereof love and 

* good-will for all mankind. O that we 

* may become more united in the church 
' militant, and nearer refemble the church 
' triumphant ! O that we might all make 

* fuch an end as I have in profpeft; for it is 

* all light, all life, all love, and all peace : 
' the light that I fee is more glorious than 
' the fun in the firmament. Come, Lord 

* Jefus Chrifl:, come when thou pleafeftf 
^ thy iervant is ready and willing : into thy 
' hands I commit my fpirit ; not my will, 

* but thy will be done, O Lord ! Let this 
' mortal body be committed to the dufi:: be 

* with me, with my children, and my 

* grandchildren ; be with all them that love 
' thee, that love thy appearance. O the 
^ pains that I feel, that attend this mortal 
^ body, they are moi:e comely to me than 

* jewels ! I rejoice in my fighs and groans, 

* for to me they are moft melodious : I am 

* near to enter that harmony with Mofes. 
' and the Lamb, whtfre they cry Holy, holy. 
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« holy,- r cimilot- e^cfs^ the joy I fe^V. 
« My Heart «f it yHttt poifiWey w^ld' t«-dak 
^ for jc^r: If any cttQttite iftfer itti^ rfftef 
^ my end;, let^ them kfloW' all'Is^wfell witH 

• me/ 

Marty 'moi-evftiglfty 6Jcptfeffioh«^h« (fibke* 
which; not hieing ttfkftri' de^rtf,- canndt' bd 
recoHcAfedj 

• The next diy, his pain abMifig^ ^d^lirid-i 
mg hittifetf' foWiewh^ rdfe\^ed -frttnnt his difl 
drder; hfc t^s taken t6*his <>wn'hbtffe/ w^here 
he remained, in a wedk^ ftate of hcdtth, for 
tbrnt- tlmt; bfeing* unable to go rtiuch^ abroiadt 
And one night, fonnie (hbrt • time before his 
death, his - pain* hidf been fliarp- the Tore *part 
of thtr night, but the^IaftOTp^tr'it abating; 
his wifelay down b^ him, and fell affeep^ 
Iratiie, as ulual^, flept not* but, afi§41r fome 
time-callcdto his wilfeiA theft wortfei 'My 
^ dear, I bblievA* T mdiF'tiike niy^l^ive'of 
•■ thee. I li^vt'tieiHit fteh my entf 'tfl! rr6W'^ 
^*and hbwl fee it^'neat, and-thfe hdly*ang?ls 

• enclofe me' arduhd,* waiting to receii^e^infe/ 
His ' wife^ aikfed ^him-if flie fhoiild- dall'^up 
the children; hfc faid,* he did not fee any 
thing: furthef ^ ht hkd- to 'Gty tb them, except 
to his^ fon- Jofeph, who being tailed; and he 
having expreflfed what ' he had* oh his 'mind,' 
was inueh^fpent, and 'appeared a» though' he 
was near his* defirdd port'i bit* aft^fdme 
thne- he revivtd, ' with'^ theft? Words: 
♦Life is yet' (tfong^in-^mei and 'will not 

• yield,! TEiis he continucd^^the few^bn- 

eluding 
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eluding days> waiting in refignation and re* ^ 
tiredn^ of mind> until thp ropeated ueturns 
of the paralytick complaint reduced his fa- 
culties and fenfes fo, thjtt hp knew not wh*t 
was done for fome days, and departed iix 
nfiuch ijillnefs, a? in a.fleep, the tenth, day 
of the: third uxpnth, i y^?' ^^ was, decently 
ii;iterrc4. in^ friqid's hyiryWgr&ovtjoA. at tlw 
Fall's meeting -houfc;^ the, twelfth. of tho 
Quae. ; h^^ body, being attended to the grave 
txyta^ number of firiend* and neighbours. 

May wej under the cpnfideration of our 
great lofs of, him^ and. niany other faithful 
labourers, in the I^ord's vineyatdt , now re- 
ipoypd . ifrpm us^ be expited.fo to. foliar 
tjieir fpotfteps^ thi^t»,wijth them, we.maybtt 
partakers of that incorrupjtible iaheritancc^ 
whkhl is. reiterved for tl» rigbteou$> when 
tfxn^Jxto^ilasll be nQmore* 

Aged fixty-f<aiEr ^d a^nifter ^btmt for* 

tyrfywye^R?. 

Sjigii^^ on.bc^fil^ of faid nv)Qtl||.y^mefet- 
ing^ .beldr^by i^foiiEnmm the 1 2th o£ 
the 8th. month, 17784 

, , Jo&ephjOillingkam, Clerk*. 

^< Bfei^d are thofe fervants whom the 
^^ Lqj(p,.when He cpmeth, ihall find watch- 
*^ ing/' Luke x^i. 37.. 
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